Arab bank manager kidnapped over cheque 

Arab Banic em P lo y«s in Yemen 
have threatened to go on strike to protest the kidnap- 

tSSh^v°tTi ° f newspapers reported 

empl oy ees, m a press statement, said 
outlaws abducted Ah Mohammad Odeiru, deputy 
manager of the Sanaa branch, on June 2 and called for 

, seek ° ut *** ane« ihe kidnappers. A 
strike w ill be declared in branches around the country 
unless Mr. Oderni is released immediately, said local 
employees ofthe Amman-based bank. A source at the 
bank told AFP that a post-dated cheque for 5400,000 
involving two “influential businessmen" who are Arab 
Bank clients was at the centre of the kidnapping. Mr.' 
Odemi refused to honour the cheque ahead of the 
date, sparking accusations that he was working for the 
businessman who issued it, the source said. 
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Turkey to setup ‘secnrfty zone' in norliiem Iraq 

DIYARBAKIR. Turkey (AFP) — Turkey plans to set 
up a "security zone” in nonhem Iraq where it has been 
hunting down Kurdish separatist rebels in a nearly 
month-old operation, a military source said Tuesday. 
“The army will not pull out before creating a security 
zone in the north of Iraq to prevent the return of terror- 
ists in the region, from which they will have been dis- 
lodged,” this source in southeastern Turkey told AFP on 
condition of anonymity. The term "terrorists" referred 
to fighters of the Kurdistan Labours Party (PKK), 
which has been fighting for more than u decade to cre- 
ate a Kurdish homeland in Turkey and uses northern 
Iraq as a staging post for attacks inside Turkey. The 
source said the army would set up the buffer zone with 
an allied Iraqi Kurdish faction, the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party led by Massud Barzani. 
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King, Queen off to 
economic relations 


Europe to further 
with four nations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor Tuesday arrived 
in the Hague at the first leg of 
a four-nation European tout, 
which will take them to the 
Netherlands, France. Switzer- 
land and the United King- 
dean. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were received by Queen 
Beatrix of the Netherlands 
and senior Dutch officials, in 
additio to Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh and Jordan's 
ambassador to the Nether- 
lands Umayya Touqan. 

King Hussein will meet 
with Queen Beatrix, French 
President Jacques Chirac. 
French and Dutch premiere, 
as well as the Dutch parlia- 
ment members. 

The King will discuss with 
senior officials in these coun- 
tries scopes of bilateral coop- 
eration in the economic and 
trade fields, as well as the 
Middle East peace process. 
King Hussein will also dis- 
cuss provisions of the Jondan- 
ian-European partnership 
agreement, and will brief the 
senior European officials on 
Jordan’s pirns and incentives 
to encourage investment in 
the country. 

While in Geneva, King 


Hussein will deliver the 
keynote address at the open- 
ing of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
conference. The King will 
also address the Joint Jordan- 
ian-French Businessmen 
Council’s meeting, which 
will be attended by a large 
number of Jordanian and 
French businessmen to dis- 
cuss opportunities of invest- 
ment in Jordan. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were seen off by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath, 
Royal family members, 
speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament, 
the King’s advisors and senior 
civil and military officials. 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
swan in as Regent during die 
King’s absence. 

The King is accompanied 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Royal Court 
' Chief Awn Khasawneh, Plan- 
ning Minister Rima Khalaf 
and Minis ter of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Ham A1 
MuDri. 

The King’s European tour 
aims to rally support for 
resuming Arab Israeli neogti- 
ations mid foster economic 


ties with Europe, according to 
Jordan Televs*on(JTV). 

Before his departure. King 
Hussein exchanged views 
over die phone with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
the latest developments of die 
Middle East peace process, 
and was briefed by President 
Mubarak on Egypt’s efforts to 
push the peace process for- 
ward on the Palesrinian- 
Israeli track. 

In another telephone call, 
the King reviewed with Syri- 
an President Hafez Assad the 
latest developments in the 
Arab region and the Middle 
East, focusing on the need to 
counter challenges facing the 
Arab Nation. 

The two leaders stressed the 
importance of dialogue In 
conflict resolution and defus- 
ing regional crises. The two 
leaders expressed their keen 
interest in maintaining contin- 
uous consultation on issues of 
mutual concern as well as 
common Arab issues. 

King Hussein and President 
Assad reaffirmed their sup- 
pot for tbe principle of non- 
intervention in the affairs of 
otters, and expressed interest 
in maintain ing the unity and 
sovereignty of the region’s 
countries. 


King says 
satisfied with 
government's 
plan to amend 
law to help 
retired soldiers 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday sent a message to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali on the 
anniversary of the Great 
Arab Revolt and Array Day 
expressing his pride in the 
heroic performance and the 
sacrifices offered by the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
for the Arab Nation. 

“As we celebrate this 
anniversary we recall the 
Great Arab Revolt froni 
which the Aimed Forces 
emanated and which con- 
tinue to play the role of a 
shield protecting the 
nation," said the King in 
his message, 

“This anniversary is dear 
to our hearts and is a 
moment to express our 
pride in the sacrifices of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Rasheed starts probe into 
party compliance with law 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is in the process of 
studying the compliance of 
political parties with the 
1992 law governing them 
and those found in violation 
will be brought to justice in 
accordance with its articles. 
Minister of Interior Natheer 
Rasheed said yesterday. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times. Mr. Rasheed 
said that his ministry was 
also determined to ensure 
strict compliance with the 
law by professional associ- 
ations, which, he said, have 
increasingly been assuming 
the role of political parties 
in their operations. 

“The professional associ- 


ations have not only taken 
over the role of the political 
parties and overlooked their 
basic mission of serving 
their members’ professional 
interests," the minister said, 
“they have gone beyond 
that to infringe on the pow- 
ers of the government, and 
this is totally unaccept- 
able,” tbe minister added. 
“The associations must 
remember that, according 
to the constitution (article 
23), only labour unions are 
allowed to form and operate 
in Jordan. Unlike Syria and 
Egypt, whose constitutions 
allow for the formation of 
such associations, our con- 
stitution does nor explicitly 
permit their existence." 

“In either the case of the 
political parties or the asso- 


ciations, the law must be 
observed,” Mr. Rasheed 
said, “democracy is not a 
free-for-all system, and 
based on this, we are work- 
ing to ensure that there is 
full compliance with the 
constitution and the laws " 
The minister cited the his- 
tory of political organisa- 
tion in the Kingdom, saying 
that ever since 1971, when 
the National Union party 
was launched. His Majesty 
King Hussein has sought to 
introduce organised politi- 
cal work. “But it was not 
until after tbe parliamentary 
elections of 1989 and 
specifically the passage of 
the 1992 law, that we were 
able to restore political plu- 
ralism,” he said. “Now is 
the time to ensure that those 



U.S. says U.N. action against Israel 
wrong on ‘procedural grounds’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP.) — 
The United States voted on 
“procedural grounds” 
against a U.N. resolution 
calling on Israel to pay 
damages for shelling a U.N. 
compound in southern 
Lebanon, the State Depart- 
ment said Monday. 

A total 107 states voted 
Saturday in favour of the 
resolution, which called on 
Israel to pay Lebanon $1.7 


milli on in damages arising 
from its shelling of the 
U.N. compound at Cana, on 
April 18 last year. 

Washington thinks the 
issue should come before 
the U.N. Security Council 
— where the United States 
has veto power — not the 
General Assembly's fifth 
committee, which approved 
the measure, said State 
Department spokesman 


Nicholas Burns. 

“We are arguing, on pro- 
cedural grounds ... that only 
tbe Security Council has 
the power and the authori- 
ty” to make such a decision. 
Ml Bums said. 

The spokesman would 
not comment on statements 
by Lebanese officials that 
Washington threatened 

(Continued on page 7) 


Lebanese minister accuses truce 
committee of bias towards Israel 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bweiz accused the 
international committee 
monitoring a ceasefire 
accord in South Lebanon of 
committing heresy and 
being partial to Israel- 
“I think that the commit- 
tee has, in recent days 
shown evidence of partiali- 
ty in its opinions, especially 
in the manner it approached 
the problem of the booby- 
. trapped device Israel put in 
& the zone it occupies” in 
t south Lebanon, he said at a 
news conference. This is 
“unprecedented heresy,” he 


added. 

The committee, which 
includes representatives 

from France, Israel, 
Lebanon, Syria and the 
United States, ruled early 
Monday that Israel was 
responsible for tire death of 
a person in a roadside 
bombing Wednesday in 
southeast Lebanon. 

The committee also dis- 
cussed during iis 17-hour 
meeting an Israeli com- 
plaint over an alleged truce 
violation by Iranian-backed 
Hfizbollah guerrillas in the 
bonier area Wednesday, 
Hizbollah is responsible for 


most of the anti-Israeli 
attacks in south Lebanon. 

“The monitoring group 
accepted as factual that a 
Lebanese armed group det- 
onated a device placed in an 
electrical control box on a 
power pole near Ain Mej- 
dalin resulting in the death 
of a person,” the committee 
statement said. 

The group, however, said 
it also “accepted as factual 
that the person killed was 
an employee of the electric 
company and a member of 
a security unit cooperating 

(Continued on page 7) 


political parties we have 
licensed are doing their job 
and not leading us again to 
political chaos as tbe case 


(Continued on page 7) 


Bahrain 
forces arrest 
Shiite 
protesters 

MANAMA (R) — Riots 
broke out in a Shiite village 
in Bahrain Monday. Witness- 
es said (hey were sparked by 
the death of a local man who 
was arrested during earlier 
protests. 

The official Gulf News 
Agency (GNA) said a num- 
ber of riot leaders were 
arrested when security forces 
broke up tbe disturbance in 
Sanabis. a village five kilo- 
metres west of Manama. 

Fire-fighters battled flames 
in several areas and police 
chased young rioters through 
the streets, witnesses said. 

Police dosed roads from 
the capital, barring reporters 
from Sanabis. which is one 
of a string of villages where 
Shiites periodically protest to 
demand political and eco- 
nomic reforms. 

An unnamed interior min- 
istry official told GNA late 
Monday that security forces 
took action after a group of 
people began riats and com- 
mitted security violations. 

( Continued on page 7) 


Crown Prince calls upon donors 
to continue supporting UNRWA 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Tuesday urged 
donor nations to shoulder 
their responsibilities 
towards Palestinian 

refugees who have paid 
dearly while waiting for the 
world community which 
witnessed their uprooting to 
accord them proper treat- 
ment. 

Addressing the annual 
donors meeting for the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA), 
Prince Hassan said Jordan 
has always worked towards 
meeting the humanitarian 
needs of refugees in order 
to keep their political aspi- 
rations alive until final 
solution based on meeting 
the refugees rights to return 
and/or compensation is 
achieved. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
has already contributed, 
and still contributes a major 
part of its annual budget to 
support programmes of 
Palestinian refugees in ten 
camp towns in Jordan. He 
added that tbe $300. million 
that Jordan spends on 
Palestinian refugees 

includes tbe rent of camp 
sites, the cost of education 
of refugee student at gov- 
ernment schools, improve- 
ments in camp facilities and 
the provision of medical 
care in government schools. 

“Jordan has done its 
utmost in creating a stable 
environment for Palestini- 


ans by offering them the 
same civil liberties and 
political freedoms that all 
Jordanians enjoy, and they 
have responded in kind by 
working alongside Jordani- 
ans to build the country 
from the ground up. But to 
expect us to shoulder a dis- 
proportionate share of his- 
toric burden that continues 
to await a just and political 
solution is unfair and quite 
frankly, completely unreal- 
istic," Prince Hassan told 
the meeting which was also 
attended by participants in 
the inaugural programme of 
the United Nations LTniver- 
sity’s International Leader- 
ship Academy. 

Prince Hassan pointed to 
the Social Productivity Pro- 
gramme which Jordan 
adopted this year to provide 
a strategy for the diminu- 
tion of poverty at a national 
scale. This programme, 
which includes a multi- 
faceted programme aimed 
at helping the indigent and 
a project proposal to devel- 
op the education and health 
sectors in Jordan, was 
designed to benefit all citi- 
zens without discrimination 
throughout the Kingdom 
including refugees, the 
Prince said. 

“By enlarging the social 
safety net to include the 
poor and dispossessed 
through financial assis- 
tance, training schemes and 
enhanced job opportunities, 
we hope to create practical 
ways to enable a large sec- 
tor of our population to rise 
to the opportunity and 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan address- 
es the annual donors meeting for the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) held 
in Amman on Tuesday (Petra photo) 


make something of them- 
selves." Prince Hassan 
added. 

An envisaged Community 
Development Fund will fur- 
ther accelerate the self-help 


measures outlined above by 
enjoining industries and 
corporations to assist in the 
re-tooling of human effort. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Crown Prince criticises selective application 
of human rights criteria in international relations 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent. Tuesday urged a comprchensiltve approach to 
human rights issues thax will ensure the fulfillment of peo- 
ple’s cultural, social, economic, and religious rights. 

In a meeting with students at the United Natiohs Universi- 
ty’s International Leadership Academy. Prince Hassan criti- 
cised the selective application of human righis criteria in 
international relations. 

If it is not (politically correct to talk about the suffering of 
Iraqi children while criticism of human righis related issues 
in some countries of the region is highlighted. Prince Hassan 
said he cannot accept that humanitarian concerns are 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. chief, Arafat call for more 
efforts to restore peace process 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. chief Kofi Annan 
and Palestinian President 
Yasser ^Arafat Monday 
called for intensified efforts 
to put the Middle East 
peace process back on 
track. 

In a speech to a U.N. 
committee commemorating 
the 30th anniversary of the 
1967 Israeli occupation of 
Arab land including east 
Jerusalem, Mr. Annan high- 
lighted U.N. concerns 


about Israel’s decision to 
proceed with construction 
of a settlement in occupied 
east Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians have 
boycotted peace talks since 
March 18 when Israel 
broke ground on the settle- 
ment at Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

T sincerely hope that the 
parties will intensify their 
efforts to overcome existing 
obstacles to a speedy rerum 
to the peace process,” he 
said. 


Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, in a message 
read to the session, also 
affirmed "the necessity for 
the intensification of 
efforts, particularly by the 
co-sponsors of the peace 
process and the other con- 
cerned parties, in order to 
salvage the peace process.” 
The United States and 
Russia are the peace 
process co-sponsors. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hosni Mubarak in favour 
of Arab common market 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
said Monday he supported 
the creation of an Arab 
common market even if it 
initially grouped only a 
limited number of mem- 
bers. 

“The Arab common mar- 
ket must be established, 
even if at the start it only 
groups a limited number of 
Arab countries,” Mr. 
Mubarak told reporters. 


His comments follow 
Syria's announcement of 
plans to create a common 
Arab market linking itself, 
Egypt and the six oil-rich 
Gulf Arab states. 

“This market will be the 
real debut of Arab unity." 
Mr. Mubarak said, adding 
that it would be the only 
way of developing the 
economies of Arab nations. 

Mr. Mubarak said the 
market would avoid the 


need for non-oil .Arab coun- 
tries to seek aid from oil- 
producing nations, but did 
not elaborate. 

’Trade between Arab 
countries represents eight 
per cent of their total world 
trade. We must remedy this 
situation, and if inter-Arab 
trade reaches 60 or 70 per 
cent of the total, that will be 
a great success," be added. 

(Continued on page 7j 


Palestinians order arrest 
of officer sought by Israel 


RAMALLAH (AP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has ordered the 
arrest of a Palestinian intel- 
ligence officer sought by 
Israel in the deaths of two 
Arab land dealers, a securi- 
ty official said Tuesday. In 
all, three Arab land dealers 
have been killed in the past 
month, apparently on suspi- 
cion theysold land to Jews. 
Prime minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said he had 


proof that the Palestinian 
National Authority was 
involved in the abductions 
of the victims and that he 
suspected it also was 
behind the killings. 

Mr. Arafat has denied any 
official role in the deaths. 

The suspect ordered 
arrested Tuesday was Hus- 
sein Alyan. a Palestinian 
military intelligence officer 
in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. It was not clear 


whether Mr. Alyan was 
already in custody, and 
whether he would be put on 
trial. 

Mr. Alyan was ordered 
arrested “so the Israelis 
don't get him first." said a 
Palestinian security official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Last week, Israel had 
issued a warrant for 

C ( 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians 
demand 
removal of 
memorial to 
slain soldier 

KHAN YUNIS (AFP) — 
Palestinians have demanded 
the removal of a memorial for 
an Israeli soldier killed in riots 
last year which has been set up 
outside a Jewish settlement 
here, on official said Tuesday. 

“The Israelis set up the 
memorial last night and we 
made a complaint," said Gen- 
eral Khuled Abu Ulu. head of 
the Palestinian district coordi- 
nation office. 

The monument was dedicat- 
ed to a soldier killed outside 
the Gush Katif block of settle- 
ments near the Palestinian 
town of Khan Yunis in riots 
which broke out last Septem- 
ber across the West Bank and 
Gaza Snip. 

The memorial was set up in 
a zone which comes under full 
Palestinian control, just out- 
side the Gush Katif block, on 
the main road between Gaza 
City' and Khan Yunis. Gen. 
Abu Ula told AH*. 

“We met with the Israelis 
until late last night and told 
them the monument must 
come down. It is in a Palestin- 
ian zone and is a provocation 
to Palestinians who will pass it 
all the time," he said. 

"If we’re going to set up 
memorials lor all the soldiers 
killed, then we Palestinians 
could set up memorials in 
Jaffa and Haifa and every- 
where else." he said, referring 
to once -predominantly Pales- 
tinian cities inside Israel. The 
soldier, whose name was not 
mentioned, was one of 15 
Israelis killed in four days of 
clashes which broke out when 
troops opened fire on rock- 
throwing Palestinian youths, 
sparking gun battles with 
Palestinian police. A total 71 
Palestinians were killed in the 
clashes. 
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No less than six Algerian 


extremists ki 


in raids 


ALGIERS (AFP) — At 
least four militants were 
killed Tuesday by security 
forces in the capital’s old 
quarter following an 
intense exchange of gun- 
fire. witnesses said. 

The operation to flush 
out the militants from the 
Casbah began Monday 
afternoon and a police 
crack unit Tuesday 
launched an assault on a 
house which was. partially 
torched. 

"We were very scared." 
said one old woman who 
lives in the area. "The 
shooting lasted all night." 

Witnesses said at least 
four militants were killed 
in the operation. 

Police could be seen 
shooting in the air Tuesday 
as they left the old quarter, 
its tiny alleyways littered 
with bullet casings. Resi- 
dents urged journalists to 
leave the area quickly 
warning that the victims' 
supporters could come to 
the scene. 

The Casbah, with its 
alleys and joined rooftops, 
is a favourite hiding place 
for commando units from 
the Armed Islamic Group 
tGIA). the mosta radical 
of Algeria's militant 
groups fighting to over- 
throw the secular govern- 
ment. 

Few residents dare move 
about in the Casbah where 
the militants have imposed 
their own rule of Jaw. . 

In related developments 
Tuesday. local press 
reports said two other mil- 
itants were killed by secu- 
rity forces overnight Sun- 
day in a forest near the 
coast west of Algiers. 

Five small underground 



An Algerian policeman and a young boy carry a bag on Tuesday as they leave 
the site of a crack unit's assault on Islamic extremists in the old quarter of 


Algiers. At least four extremists were killed in the raid, which took place in the 
Casbah where commando units from the Armed Islamic Group (GIA) have 


imposed their own rule of law. Residents urged journalists to leave the area 
quickly, warning that the victim's supporters could come to the scene. The bag 
contained articles seized in an apartment which was partially torched (Photo by 
AFP) 


forts were destroyed dur- 
ing the operation and large 
quantities of food, cloth- 
ing and medicine were 
seized. The daily Le Matin 
said the raid was aimed at 
preventing any attacks 
during the summer months 
when vacationers crowd 


the beaches in the area. 

The paper said there 
were two bomb attacks 
last week in the region 
which caused no casual- 
ties. 

As is usually the norm 
here, the number of casu- 
alties on the government 


side during the raids has 
not been released. 

The clashes with mili- 
tants are the first since last 
week's legislative elec- 
tions which saw the ruling 
party of President Liamine 
Zeroual clinch the majori- 
ty of votes. 


Sudan says SPLA fighters 
murdered southern official 


French vice squad searches 
ex-Qatari emir’s hotel 


KHARTOUM (R) — A 
Sudanese government ne- 
wspaper said Monday the 
rebel Sudan People's Liber- 
ation Army (SPLA) tor- 
tured to death a senior gov- 
ernment official it took 
prisoner when it captured 
the provincial capital of 
Rumbek in the south. 

Al Anbaa newspaper said 
Simon Mabior Malek. 
whose role as political 
adviser is equivalent ro a 
minister in the government 
of Bu hey rat state, was 
taken prisoner in April 
along with the state's gov- 
ernor and other members of 
his regional government. 

SPLA rebels captured 
Rumbek. the capital of 
Buhcyral state, in April. A 
government -owned news- 
paper in May acknowl- 
edged the town's capture 
but ihe Khartoum govern- 
ment has never confirmed 
SPLA claims that the rebels 
had seized officials there. 


' The political adviser of 
Buheyrat state died under 
torture in rebel hands after 
he was taken prisoner with 
the governor and the 
responsible persons in the 
government of Buheyrat 
state." Al Anbaa said. 

The paper said Malek. a 
retired police major gener- 
al, was "murdered on the 
personal orders of John 
Garang” in Tonj. which is 
also in Buheyrat state and 
was captured by the SPLA 
a few days after the fall of 
Rumbek. 

Colonel Garang is the 
head of the SPLA which 
has been fighting since 
1983 for independence or 
greater autonomy for die 
Anintist and Christian 
south from the Muslim and 
Arab north. 

President Omar Hassan 
Bashir said Malek had sac- 
rificed his life for his coun- 
try ihe official new s asenev 
SUNA said. 


PARIS i AFP) — France's 
vice squad, probing a luxury 
call girl network, searched 
the hotel suite here of Qatar's 
former Emir Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Hamad Al Thani. but 
found nothing, officials said 
on Tuesday. 

Sheikh Khalifa has a suite 
in the posh Crillon Hotel on 
the Place de La Concorde. 

The officials said vice 
squad officers were ques- 
tioning former gendarmerie 
captain. Paul Barril. in con- 
nection with a probe into the 
prostitution network, said to 
have served rich Gulf 
princes. 

Mr. Barril. once a member 
of an anti-terrorist unit under 
the late President Francois 
Mitterrand that engaged in 
illegal phone-tapping, is sus- 
pected by magistrate Freder- 
ic N'guven of being impli- 
cated in a large-scale 
international pimping net- 
work. 

After he was dismissed 


from the Elysee Palace unit, 
Mr. Barril set up a private 
security firm working for the 
emir. 

The officials said Mr. 
N'guven ordered searches of 
property in Paris owned by 
Mr. Barril and the offices of 
his security firm, but that 
-police found nothing. 

Several prostitutes and a 
Lebanese intermediary, 
Naziabdulatif Ladki. who 
supplied several networks 
with call girls, have accused 
Mr. Barril ^>f importing 
Moroccan prostitutes to the 
French Rivera to entertain 
rich personalities from the 
Gulf. 

Mr. N'guven has already 
indicted five people for 
pimping in the case, includ- 
ing Ladki. a 48-year-old for- 
mer Swedish model, Anika 
B remark, and a photograph- 
er working for giriy maga- 
zines. Jean-Pierre Bourgeois. 
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Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261'. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International 

Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. S2432S. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654 ^ 32 . 

Church of Nazireie TeL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in .Amman Tel. 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Td. 614190. 


Deserts 1 3/29 

Jordan Valiev 19/34 

Yesterday 's high temperatures: 
Amman 25. Aqaba 34 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 53 per 
cent. Aqaba 38 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh. Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sanaa Church TeL 622366 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by ik 


Department of Meteorology 
Mi!J weather conditions will 
prevail with clouds appearing 
at low altitudes and winds 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly modrate and seas 
calm. 


Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahreh 

820425 

Dr. Wistam Hzavyin 7-48563 

Dr. MuntherAJ Qraini ..779959 

Dr. MuatberAl Khatib S39S6S 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Saiam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmaev S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazin A hu Bakir.. ..276852 

A I Quds pharmacy I — ■) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Al Safarini 

987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9S5417 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 14/26 

Aqaba 21/35 


Food Control Centre .637 ! 1 1 


Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
657777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605500 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority’ 6801 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
S15615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 


Islamists, have-nots threaten 
Morocco’s plan for new era 


RABAT (AP) — Grooming 
itself for a new role in a 
new era, Morocco begins a 
marathon round of elec- 
tions this week. The goals: 
to placate the Kingdom’s 
restless subjects and make 
it a more palatable partner 
for the West' 

But people like Rachid 
Bentahar, an unemployed 
university graduate, and 
Mohammad Abouhajar, a 
Muslim fundamentalist, 
could threaten King Hassan 
ITs well-laid plans. 

Like most of King Has- 
son’s 26 million subjects, 
they are on the outside of 
an elitist club with a 
monopoly on wealth and 

decision-making. Growing 
pressure from this volatile 
mix of jobless youths and 
increasingly vocal Muslim 
activists could upset the 
system that has excluded 
both groups. 

This kingdom on the 
northwestern shoulder of 
Africa, which gave the 
Arab World its first 
McDonald's and its largest 
mosque, is a chaotic mix of 
old and new. Donkeys vie 


with shiny cars in city 
streets. Veils mix with 
miniskins, and discothe- 
ques abound. 

Still imbued with the 
legacy of French colonial 
rale, Morocco has long 
served the West as an 
anchor of stability in an 
uncertain region. 

But a tightening of gov- 
ernment spending risks fur- 
ther pinching the legions of 
unemployed and angering 
fundamentalists who think 
their country has strayed 
from its Islamic roots and is 
too close to the West. 

January riots at the Uni- 
versity of Casablanca by 
fundamentalists seeking 

better transportation 

showed a new militancy. 
Protesters, some reportedly 
armed with knives and 
chains, disrupted classes 
and threatened fellow stu- 
dents who didn’t join the 
walkout 

The riots hinted Morocco 
may not be imm une to the 
kinds of problems plaguing 
neighbouring Algeria, 


(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat met secretly with 
Iraqi diplomat — reports 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat met secretly with 
Iraq’s ambassador to Jor- 
dan this week, his first con- 
tact with a representative of 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s regime since at least 
1994, an Israeli newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

The Haarec newspaper 
quoted Israeli political offi- 
cials as saying they 
attached “considerable 
importance'’ to the meeting 
Sunday in Amman between 
Mr. Arafat and Ambassador 
Nuri Al Bis. 

The Israelis were appar- 
ently informed of the meet- 


(Continued on page- 7) 


Israel %arns Syria 
against any attack 


TEL AVIV (R) — Top 
Israeli defence officials 
said Monday that Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
would suffer quick defeat if 
he launched an attack 
against Israel. 

“It must be made clear to 
Assad that there is only one 
place (to solve disputes) — 
that is at the negotiating 
table. If he should make a 
mistake, he will be over- 
come very quickly," 
Defence Ministry Director 
General Han Biran told 
Israel. Radio. 

Israeli army chief Amnon 
Shahak, on a visit to the 
United States, said Monday 
preparations Syria had 
made over the last year 
would make it easier for 
them to launch an attack. 

“Some of the prepara- 
tions that were done among 
the Syrian forces in the last 
year make it a little bit eas- 
ier on them to launch sucb 


an attack,” General Shahak 
said in remarks broadcast 
on Israel Radio. The radio 
said Gen. Shahak was 
referring to a “surprise” 
attack. 

Israel’s Channel Two 
news reported last week 
that the Syrian army had 
completed a series of exer- 
cises aimed at increasing its 
readiness for war. 

Israeli Defence Minis ter 
Yitzhak Mordechai said 
Monday that a way needed 
to be found to renew talks 
with Syria. 

“A way must be found to 
renew talks between Israel 
and Syria, between Israel 
and Lebanon — to live a 
joint life of openness and 
prosperity,” Mr. Mordechai 
was quoted as saying by the 
Israeli Itim news agency. 

Israel and Syria have 
fought several wars and 


(Continued on page 7) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Algerian government resigns 

AT rtTFRS l AFP) — The Algerian government resigned 
M ^^cted following elections last week foat 
yielded the country’s first multi-party parliament Presi- 
dent Uarnine Zeroual accepted the resignation of Prune 
Minister Ahmad Ouyahia and his cabmeu Mr. Zeroes 
office said. The voting last Thursday, the first since 199«. 
when war with Islamist radicals broke out produced a 
parliament dominated by supporters of Mr. Zeroual. 


Turkey's Islamic government bars officials mnn military unsung 

ANKARA (AP) — In a slap at the military, the Islamist- 
led government barred judges and prosecutors from 
attending a briefing called by top generals about Islamist 
radicalism, newspapers reported Tuesday. The generals 
issued invitations over the weekend to prosecutors, 
judges, academicians, businessmen, diplomats and jour- 
nalists to attend a series of briefings on threats from rad - 1 
ieal Islam starting Tuesday. The relations between the , 
government and the military have been tense for months 
over the government's efforts to put a greater Islamic j 
stamp on Turkey. The military considers itself the stan - 1 
dard- bearer for secularism. 


Iran minister in Turkey amid growing tension 


ing by U.S. intelligence 
officials, the newspaper 
said, adding that Mr. Bis- 
was considered close to 
Iraqi Foreign Minister - 
Mohammad Said Al Sahaf. # 

Officials in Palestinian^ 
National Authority (PNA) 
declined to confirm or deny 
the report 

Amatzia Baram, an 
expert on Iraq at Israel’s 
Haifa University, said Mr. 
Arafat was not believed to 
have met with an Iraqi 
diplomat at least since he 
moved from Tunis to Gaza 
City to govern the 


ANKARA (R) — Iran’s deputy Foreign Minister, Alaed- 
din Boroujerdi, has arrived in Ankara amid increasing 
tension between the two neighbours following Turkey’s 
month-long incursion into northern Iraq. “He brought a 
message from (Iranian President Hashenu) Rafsanjam to 
President Suleyman Demirei,” a Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman told Reuters. “We do not know what the 
message says at the moment. He is expected to meet Mr. 
Demirei later (Tuesday)," the spokesman said. Mr. 
Boroujerdi arrived late Monday. The Turkish military has 
accused Iran, among other countries, of supplying sepa- 
ratist rebels of the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) with 
sophisticated anti-aircraft missiles used to shoot down 
two Turkish army helicopters. Iran has publicly denied 
the accusations. 


Egyptian police shoot dead suspected militant 


CAERO (R) — Egyptian police shot dead a suspected 
^militant leader in the northern suburbs of Cairo, security 
^sources said Tuesday. The man, Mustafa Abu Rawash, 
had opened fire on police who were coming to arrest him 
in his hideout in the suburb of Malaria Monday, they said. 
An automatic weapon was found with him, they added. 
Police suspected that Mr. Abu Rawash was ;the leader of 
a group of 40 members of the militant Gama' a Al 
Islamiya {Islamic group). The 40 were Monday remand- 
ed to appear before a military court on charges including 
planning attacks on important figures and senior security : 
officials. The Gama’ a is the largest group fighting to 
overthrow the Egyptian government and set up a strict 
Islamist system. More than 1,000 people have been killed 
in political violence in Egypt since the Gama’ a began its 
military campaign against the security forces in 1992. 


Kuwaiti pilots stager-hour strike ‘ / 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait Airways Corporation 
(KAC) pilots and engineers- omTuesday went on a 24- 
hour strike demanding better wages costing the national 
flag carrier one million dollars, officials said. Captain 
Khalil Saleh said the strike began at 7:00 a.m. and 
involved some 600 pilots and engineers of the flag carri- 
er. The strikers wanted improved wages and conditions. 
“The direct costs from stopping 18 flights from leaving 
Kuwait amounted to 400,000 dinars on the first day," 
KAC Chairman and Managing Director Ahmad Mishari 
told reporters. About 3,400 passengers beginning their 
journey in Kuwait and S00 transit passengers were affect- 
ed by the stoppage, Mr. Mishari said in remarks quoted 
by the official Kuwait News Agency. Mr. Mishari said 
there would be a quick solution to the strikes, which 
pilots and engineers have threatened to repeat, but he 
would not give details. 


Iran offers to organise second Islamic games for women 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Iran offered Tuesday to organ- 
ise the December 10 second Islamic games for women 
after Pakistan pulled out for financial reasons, the official 
Kuwaiti News Agency said. Faiza Rafsanjani, daughter 
of Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani and the vice 
president of the Iranian Olympic Committee, made the 
announcement at the opening of an executive meeting of 
the Council for Sports Solidarity for Women in Islamic 1 ^ 
Countries. Ms. Rafsanjani said that 26 Islamic countries 
including Kuwait officially agreed to take part in the sec- 
ond games which will include basketball, volleyball, 
handball, tennis, gymnastics, table tennis, swimming, 
marksmanship, track and field, hockey, squash and bad- 
minton. 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine; Shmeisani 607073 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher HospilaI667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 101/3 

Ai-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal HospitaL 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)9S6732 
AJ Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 


(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
<02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


19:10 ..Frankfurt, Athens (RJ) 

19:10 London, Berlin (RJ) 

10:20 Rome CRJ) 

00:15 Beirut tRJ) 

01:05 — Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUE EN ALIA 

international 

AIRPORT 


Other Flights 


Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

...-Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 
Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Bombay (RJ) 

Dubai (add) (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Muscai (RJ) j 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia Internationa] Air- 
port TeL (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:05 Damascus (Rjy 

09:25 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 —Jeddah (RJ) 

10:15 -Laranca(RJ) 

15:55 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:30 «... .Madrid (RJ) 

17:40 Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:40 Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 


09:15 
11:00 
12 : 00 . 
13:00 
13:10 
13:15.. 
13:50 
14:30 
15:05 
16:20 
17:00 . 

21:10.. 
21:10 
23:20 
£3:25 
JO . 
05:15.., 
07:50... 


Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 
...Sanaa, Hudaidah OY) 

Jeddah (SV) 

-AJ’Arish (PF) 

Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

Cairo (MS.) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

-Tunis (TU) 

Vienna (OS) 

Algiers (AH) 

-Doha (Q7) 

-Istanbul, Damascus (PK) 

; ~Beirut(ME) 

..-Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Istanbul (TK) 

-Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

-...Ankara (TK) 

Amsterdam! GA) 


DEPARTURES 

- Laranca (RJ) 

10a0 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

J 3 S ?!“ Rome (RJ) 

Beri,n > London (RJ) 

12:40 Casablanca (RJ) 


Other Flights 

°® : ^0 Lamaca (CY^ 

-Beirut (ME) 

Amsterdam (GA) 

°^ :25 London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 

11:20 Cairo (MSB 

12:00... Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 

13:30 Jedda^(SV) 

14:00 -Al 'Arish (PF) 

14:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

14:15 Cairo IMS) 

15:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

15 ^° Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah(AH) 

17:S0 JDoha (Q7) 

20:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 
23:55 .. Damascus, Paris (AF) 
00:25 Damascus, Amsterdam (KL) 

00:25 Ankara (TKL 

04:00 Athens (OAr 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) . 
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Brother kills sister, husband 
to ‘cleanse family honour’ 


Mjali’ s resignation causes 
stir among lawyers 


By Rana Hnsseini 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jerash police 
are questioning a 24-year- 
old man who allegedly shot 
and killed his younger sis- 
ter and her husband for 
what the brother described 
as “immoral behaviour,” in 
the Rashadieh village on 
Monday, official sources 
said. 

Fatmeh Mahmoud, 1 8, 
and her 34-year-old hus- 
band Sa'eed Ibrahim, an 
Egyptian national, were 
reportedly gunned down by 
Fatmeh’s sister Ahmad, 
who was apprehended by 
police shortly after the 
crime was committed. 

The official source. 


speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday that Ms. 
Mahmoud was allegedly 
raped by Mr. Ibrahim on 
May 20, 1997, and “were 
both put in detention at 
Qafqafa prison to protect 
their lives.” 

Two weeks later, the 
source said, the two were 
wed under the supervision 
of Jerash governor, and 
“the woman’s family 
signed a JD 50,000 guaran- 
tee that their daughter and 
her husband would not be 
harmed.” 

On Monday, the victim’s 
brother went to Mr. 
Ibrahim’s house, and using 
an unlicensed gun shot and 
killed both of them. 


According to the source, 
Mr. Mahmoud confessed to 
the murder and said he 
killed them to “cleanse Ms 
family’s honour.” 

The source said Ms. Mah- 
moud's family decided to 
kfll their daughter blaming 
her for the rape “because 
she knew Mr. Ibr ahim, a 
worker, months before the 
incident.” 

Police contacted by the 

Jordan Times Tuesday 

evening confirmed the inci- 
dent but refused comment. 

Ms. Mahmoud became 
the 13 woman to be killed 
in a crime of honour in the 
Kingdom since the begin- 
ning of the year. 


ByLokKeOani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The resigna- 
tion three weeks ago of 
President of the Jordan Bar 
Association (JBA) Hussein 
Mjali in protest against the 
new amendments to the 
Press and Publication Law, 
has created an internal legal 
controversy at the associa- 
tion. 

The resignation, led to a 
division among lawyers 
with one camp made of 1 50 
lawyers demanded the 
bolding of presidential by- 
election while the other 
arguing that the resignation 


was still not final and urg- 
ing Mr. Mjali to withdraw 
it. 

“Since the president deci- 
sion affects all the JBA 
assembly he should have 
consulted with us," said 
Mohammad Abu Jbarah, 
who leads the petitioners. 

According to a JBA 
source, once the resignation 
is submitted the president 
cannot withdraw it and no 
party has the right to accept 
or refuse the resignation. 

“The JBA board does not 
have the right to decide on 
such issues; and legally 
speaking the board has to 
call for by-elections.” the 


source who did not wish to 
be identified, said. 

JBA internal regulations 
state that if the president 
resigns six months, short of 
his term by-election should 

be held to replace him. 

According to a JBA 
source “since more than six 
months are left, the JBA 
vice president cannot take 
over." 

The problem which Mr. 
Mjali could face in this case 
is that he cannot run for the- 
by-election since he has 
held the presidential seat 
for two terms. 

But Samir Khirfan. a 
member of the JBA board. 


told the Jordan Tunes that 
Mr. Mjali 's resignation was 
not final since Mr. Mjali 
and three other Professional 
Association presidents will 

meet Thursday, to decide 

whether to go ahead with 
their resignation or not. 

“Probably all the resigna- 
tions will "be withdrawn.” 
Mr. Khirfan said. 

The other three resigned 
president of the associa- 
tions. are Presidents of the 
Jordan Engineers Associa- 
tion Leith Shbeilat. Jordan 
Geologists Associations 
Mohammed Saddin, and 
Jordan Dentists Associa- 
tions Sa'id Abu Maizar. 


Mr. Abu Jbarah, however, 
insists that Mr. Mjali ‘s res- 
ignation is final. He said 
that Mr. Mjali 's resignation 
was distributed to all the 
members of the association, 
that Mr. Mjali did not 
attend the Arab Bar Union 
meeting held in Tunisia, 
last week, and failed to pre- 
side over two board meet- 
ings in the past three weeks. 

Asked what reaction he 
and his co-petitioners 
would take if Mr. Mjali 
withdrew his resignation. 
Mr. Abu Jbarah said that the 
“former" president should 
retract his resignation, in 
writing. 
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Qatari investors explore 
joint tourism projects 


AMMAN (Pena) — The 
board chairman of Qatar’s 
national hotels company. 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Ahmad 
AI Thani, Tuesday started a 
five-day visit to Jordan turned 
at probing the possibility of 
investing in tourism projects 
in the Kingdom. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji, 
Sheikh Abdullah said that bis 
visit to Jordan at the head of a 
Qatari economic delegation 
aims at exploring the possibil- 
ity of launching joint invest- 
ment projects in tourism. 

Briefing the Qatari delega- 
tion on the tourism situation in 


the Kingdom, Mr. Biltaji 
expressed satisfaction with 
the gradual rise in the number 
of viators to Jordan from the 
Arab Gulf countries. 

“Gulf visitors to Jordan con- 
stitute 52 per cent of the total 
number of tourists that visited 
the Kingdom last year our of a 
total of 1.25 million visitors,” 
Mt Biltaji said. 

He said that income from 
the tourism industry in Jordan 
corresponds to 37 per cent of 
the country's overall exports 
and equals to 11 per cent of 
the Kingdom's gross national 
product. 

Officials from the Ministry 
of Tourism and die Jordan 


Valley Authority outlined the 
Kingdom’s tourism potential 
and infrastructure projects that 
have been carried out to boost 
tourism-related schemes. 

Sheikh Abdullah, who is 
also assistant under-secretary 
of die Qatari ministry of 
industry, said that he planned 
to hold talks with senior gov- 
ernment officials and meet 
with businessmen to discuss 
prospects for joint Jordanian- 
Qatari projects. 

The talks were attended by 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities Secretary General 
Akram Masarweh, Jordan's 
ambassador to Qatar Trad Al 
Fayez, and Qatar ambassador 
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MAP holds annual dinner 


AMMAN (J.T.j — The Lon- 
don-based society. Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAjP)„ 
' Monday evening oiganised its 
annual charity dinner af-the 
Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
under the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan as part 
of its efforts to raise funds for 
financing health care for 
Palestinians. 

Addressing the diners, 
MAP’s board chairman, 
Abdul Majid S ho man, 
expressed appreciation of 
Prince Hassan’s interest in the 
society's charitable activities. 

Mr. Sboman urged Jordani- 
ans to support MAP noting 
that the society is now in more 
need than ever for aid and 
backing from h umani tarian 
and philanthropist groups. 

“Every dinar contributed to 


the society wifi be used 
towards alleviating the suffer- 
ings of children who are 
deprived of medical care and 
sick women and old people 
who are in need of constant 
medical care,” Mr Sboman 
stressed at the banquet which 
was attended by HRH Prince 
Ali Ben Nayef, the private 
secretary to His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Mr Sboman. who is chair- 
man of the Arab Bank board 
of directors, told his audience 
that the Palestinian people’s 
humanitarian needs are great 
and urgent. He added that all 
the donations made to the 
society since its establishment 
in the late 1980s have been 
put to good use and that the 
donations financed the pur- 
chase of equipment needed by 


hospitals, the t raining of 
Jiealth workers, the purchase 
of equipment and for the man- 
agement of Jiealtfrv centres 
established in Jordan * and 
Palestine. 

The society has been spon- 
soring marches, raffle prizes 
and charity dinners to raise 
funds needed to finance the 
society's activities. 

Mn Sboman announced the 
winners of the annual charity 
lottery on three cars. One of 
the cars was won by Senator 
Kamal Shaer who promptly 
donated it to the society and 
was subsequently sold during 
the dinner banquet. The sec- 
ond winner was the Safeway 
Scenes which donated 
JD2.000 to MAP. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 




Ensour named acting defence minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Tuesday appointing Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Abdullah Ensour as acting Minister of Defence during Prime Minister Abdul SaJara 
Majali’s absence abroad accompanying His Majesty King Hussein on his European tour. 

JTC donates JD10,000 to orphans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Telecommunications Company Tuesday announced a 
donation of JDI0.000 for Dar Al Han an Charitable Society in the Irbid Govern orate which 
cares for homeless and orphaned children. Company Chairman Walid Dweik, who made 
the announcement, said that he had decided on the donation during a visit to the society’s 
premises by His Majesty King Hussein last Sunday. During the visit, the King also inau- 
gurated the northern Irbid telephone exchange. Mr. Dweflc said that the donation was in 
line with King Hussein's call for help to care for the needy children. 


Crown Prince calls. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Through a combination of 
inter-governmental support 
and die perseverance of the 
private sector, we thus hope 
to use Jordanian experience 
and ingenuity to refashion 
the development landscape 
on a national scale. 

“Of course none of this 
should be understood as 
pree m pting the demise of 
UNRWA. The agency has 
an invaluable role to play in 
educating and training 
Palestinians to administer 
their own future, whether in 
the autonomous area or 
throughout the rest of the 
Middle East. Nor should 
the Social Productivity Pro- 
gramme be viewed as 
changing in any way the 
political status of the Pales- 
tinian refugees, in terms of 
their political rights of 
retain and/or compensa- 
7 don,” stressed Prince Has- 
san. 


The Crown Prince assert- 
ed that host countries can- 
not all by themselves 
assume entire responsibility 
for the Palestinian refugees. 

"The notion that, in the 
wake of die peace process, 
host countries should sin- 
gle-handedly take on the 
multifarious responsibili- 
ties of the Palestinian 
refugees in their own baili- 
wick is, may I be frank, 
nothing short of suicidal. 
We are a developing coun- 
try' with national priorities 
that focus on alleviating the 
situation of the chronically 
underprivileged in our soci- 
ety; we cannot contribute 
more than what our 
resources allow" said the 
Prince. 

While noting UNRWA’s 
efforts in providing basic, 
health, education and social 
services to all the refugees 
in its five areas of opera- 
tion, Prince Hassan touched 


upon whar he called the 
“agency’s thorniest prob- 
lems, namely the lack of 
steady and adequate fund- 
ing for the refugees.” 

The Prince said the 
agency continues to 
encounter a cash shortage 
in its main operating bud- 
get, the General Fund, as 
well as a deficit conserva- 
tively estimated at some 
$40 to $50 million on its 
overall regular budget for 
1997. 

“This is the dire situation 
which UNRWA finds itself 
in after close to decades of 
remarkable services to a 
large displaced Palestinian 
population in Jordan, the 
West Bank, Gaza Syria and 
Lebanon. This continuous 
concern for the comprehen- 
sive nature of Palestinian 

h uman dim ension is an 
issue rhaf has to mainrain its 

momentum,” said Prince 
Hassan. 


Merger talks could cause split in JUDP 


Work starts 
on power 
link 

between 
Jordan, 
Egypt 1 

CAIRO (J.T.) — Work 
started Tuesday on the 
construction of four huge 
and tall pylons on the two 
banks of the Suez Canal 
to carry 500-kilo volt 
cables across the canal as 
part of a project linking 
the electric networks in 
Jordan and Egypt, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. 

The deputy director of 
the Electricity Authority 
in Egypt, Fikri Nuwar, 
said that , each of the four 
pylons prises 240 metres 
above "the ground and 
weighs 500 tonnes and 
are separated by a dis- 
tance of 700 metres, Petra 
said. 

Mr. Nuwar said that 
work on the four pylons 
which will cost approxi- 
mately JD10 million and 
will be completed in six 
months, on time for mak- 
ing the linkage with the 
Jordanian national grid 
by the end of 1997. 

Mr. Nuwar said that the 
pylons have been manu- 
factured in Norway and 
Sweden and specially 
designed to withstand cli- 
mate of the region. 

Last Tuesday Jordan 
awarded a Bah raini firm 
a JD3.5 million contract 
for the supply of over- 
head cables for a power 
link between Jordan and 
Syria, a project which is 
scheduled to be complet- 
ed before the end of 1998. 

The power linkage pro- , 
ject which started with 
Egypt and Jordan will 
extend to Syria, Turkey, 1 
and Iraq and the five 
countries’ power grids 
are expected to be linked 
by the year 2002. The 
regional project is being 
financed by the Arab 
Fund for Economic and 
Social Development 


The Prince criticised 
donor countries for “disen- 
gaging too soon from an 
agenda of relief and recov- 
ery that has not yet run its 
course.” 

“Given proper backing, 
UNRWA may yet provide 
the socio-economic infra- 
structure to pave the way 
for the transition to a just 
and comprehensive peace 
in the region,” the Prince 
said. 

The Prince pointed to the 
projects the government of 
Japan funded under the 
Peace Implementation Pro- 
gramme (PIP) saying that 
this programme is a major 
contribution to the refugees 
tha t leads to h uman di gni ty. 
However, he added, 
UNRWA needs time, finan- 
cial support, and most 
importantly an understand- 
ing of its constantly evolv- 
ing role among the fluctuat- 
ing population of camp res- 
idents in its five areas of 
operation. 

Prince Hassan empha- 


By Francesca Ciriari 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A "minority 
faction" in the Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic Party 
(JUDP) is preparing to split, 
a JUDP source told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

With ongoing negotiations 
for a progressive alliance 
between the social-democ- 
rats of the JUDP and the pan- 
Arabists of AJ Mustaqbal, as 
well as high-profile indepen- 
dents, such as former Prime 
Ministers Ahmad Obeidat 
and Taher Masri, the sepa- 
ratist move would be aimed 
at giving the secessionists a 
stronger negotiating power in 
the calks for the projected 
alliance, the source suggest- 
ed. 

"They are trying to get to 
the negotiation table as a sep- 
arate party, thereby obtaining 
higher positions in tbe new 


sised tbe importance of 
addressing social, econom- 
ic and political aspects of 
security. 

“In talking about security, 
I believe that the non-mili- 
tary aspects of security 
should' be addressed. By 
this I mean soft security or 
the social, economic and 
political dimensions. I'm 
speaking here of anthropol- 
itics, not of the sale of 
weapons totalling $300 bil- 
lion over the past six years 
to our region, but simple 
human dignity,” said the 
Prince. 

Prince Hassan asserted 
that only peace could 
restore international confi- 
dence and initiate the 
process of reconstruction. 
He added that Jordan has 
been working towards 
achieving just, comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace in the 
region despite difficulties. 

“The peace we have 
always sought has been 
guided by a global outlook 
towards the achievement of 


formation." the JUDP source 
said. 

A brief news item pub- 
lished in the Arabic daily Al 
Ra’i yesterday announced 
that 140 JUDP members, led 
by former JUDP Secretary 
General Mazen Saket. had 
resigned. 

JUDP leader Issa Madanat 
strongly denied the report 
and told the Jordan Times 
that only 10 members had 
announced their resignations. 

“Strange enough, the news 
item also said that tbe 140 
members had resigned in 
protest against the party's 
policies in dealing with the 
bread riots." Mr? Madanat 
said. 

Former Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti's 
move to raise bread prices, in 
August last year, sparked 
popular riots in the southern 
city of Karak, and some 
JUDP members blamed the 


freedom, equality and 
respect for human dignity. 
To achieve this kind of 
peace we need lo build 
bridges between cultures 
and nations and to tran- 
scend ethnic and religious 
differences and acknowl- 
edge each other’s differ- 
ences. embrace them and 
thus restore to each other a 
basic dignity to which 
humankind is entitled," the 
Prince said. 

Prince Hassan reiterated 
Jordan’s call for the promo- 
tion of a New International 
Humanitarian Order uni- 
versally accepred and 
respected. ' 

This call, which Prince 
Hassan said, was not vigor- 
ously pursued, is "more 
pertinent today than ever, 
and will go on being perti- 
nent so long as conflicts 
and man-made disasters 
prevail." 

The Prince concluded by 
saying that “I hope that 
open-minded leaders like 
yourselves are the people 


party for the participation of 
one of its leaders. Minister of 
Labour Hafez Shakhanbch. 
in that government. 

“If that won the reason 
behind the resignations, why 
not publicising them at that 
time ?" Mr. Madanat asked. 

Another JUDP source told 
the Jordan Times that, during 
a JUDP assembly on Friday, 
the “secessionists" 

announced the resignations 
of 10 members of the party’s 
council, and presented a list 
of 140 names of members 
who they said intended to 
resign. 

"The 10 council members’ 
resignations were presented 
verbally, and the party- asked 
for written resignations," 
which have not yet been 
handed in. the source said. 

As for the 140-name list, 
“those who we contacted by 
telephone, declared they 
were completely oblivious of 


who will make the differ- 
ence by transcending the 
differences. I hope that you 
will be the ones who will 
make enlightened and 
informed decisions, each in 
his area, free from the con- 
straints of ignorance that 
give fuel to the ills of this 
world: racism, fanaticism 
and the whole gamut of 
prejudice and stereotypes." 

In his address ro the meet- 
ing, UNRWA Commission- 
er General Peter Hansen 
said that despite UNRWA 
suffers from a financial 
deficit, it does not intend to 
cut down on the services 
the agency provides to 
refugees in all areas of 
operation. 

He added that UNRWA 
will continue to provide 
basic health, education and 
social services to refugees 
until “the final status nego- 
tiations of the peace process 
are undertaken, concluded 
and implemented." 

"As a result of vour gen- 
erosity'. UNRWA has been 


the issue." he said. 

"Others' names in ihc list 
were compared to party's 
documents and did not 
mulch." 

"Two of ihc members 
included in (he lisi were hv 
chance present al ihe assem- 
bly. and when they heard 
[heir names [among the 
resigneesl. they immediately 
denied they had ever intend- 
ed to resign." he added. 

"As soon as negotiations 
started for the establishment 
of a progressive alliance with 
[Head of Al Mustaqbal | 
Suleiman Arar and Messrs. 
Masri and Obeidat, they jthe 
secessionists] stoned fearing 
that they would not obtain 
high posts in the new group, 
and therefore decided to 
split" the source concluded. 

Mr. Sake! could not he 
reached Tuesday to comment 
on the report. 


able to manage to raise 
enough funds to continue 
services uninterrupted and 
largely acceptable." Mr. 
Hansen told the donors. 

In an address Assa’ad 
Abdul Rahman delivered 
on behalf of the Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, he 
called on the donor nations 
to intervene and support die 
agency in its financial cri- 
sis. 

He added that if for any 
reasons the agency would 
no longer be able to contin- 
ue its services, the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
is unable ar this stage to 
take on the management of 
UNRWA’s facilities. 

"I’m concerned that with 
no donor support UNRWA 
will have to reduce its ser- 
vices lo refugees. They see 
the strength of UNRWA 
programmes as a direct 
reflection of the commit- 
ment of the international 
community to a just and 
comprehensive outcome of 
the peace process.” he said. 


ACOR GETS USAID 
GRANT — U.S. Agency for 
Internationa] Development 
(USAID) and the American 
Centre for Oriental 
Research (ACOR) Tuesday 
sign an agreement under 
which USAID will provide 
ACOR with a $900,000 
grant to help develop Jor- 
dan’s historical and cultur- 
al heritage. Signing the 
agreement was U-S. Ambas- 
sador in Amman Wesley 
Egan, USAID Director 
Louis Lucke, and ACOR 
Director Pierre BiqaL The 
signing was attended by 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’ad Ben Zeid, Princess 
Majidah Ra’ad and Senator 
Layla Sharaf (Petra photo) 
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PLAY 

• “Jadara Shines Anew” ar the Royal Cultural Centre ar 8:00 
pan. _ 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ Exhibition of American products ar the Amman 
International Fair, Maij Al Hamam, until June 13. 

• Photo exhibition entitled ’‘Qiildien of Planet Earth” by 
Takeyshi Tanuma at Haya Cultural Centre, Shmeisani. until 
June 12. 

• Works by Abdul Basil Naqqash and Sa’d Hussein entitled 
“Heritage and Culture” at the gallery of the Jordan Plastic 
Artists Association, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 21. 

• Exhibition on “The Beauty of the Jordanian Environment'' 
by Omar Bassoul ai the Royal Cultural Centre, until June 12. 


• An exhibition by Tbrahim Al Ahdali at the Orient Art 
Gallery. Shmeisani. Issara Ajlouni Street, until June 19. 

• Paintings by Yassin Shakir at Hamourabi An Gallery. Gar- 
dens Street iTel. 553609S) until June 15. 

• Works by Guy Ferrer at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh. until June 15. 

• Spring Exhibition of Plastic Art ’97 at Greater Amman 
Municipality, Ras Al ‘.Ain. until June 30. 

• One-of-a-Kind artists' book exhibit at the American Centre, 
Abdoun. until June 25. 

• Exhibition of works by Farouq Lomboz al Durat .Al Funum. 
Jabal Weibdeh, until June 19. Also displaying works by Paris- 
based Moroccan artist Najia Mahadji. until June 12, as well 
as showing an exhibition by architectural photographer Said 
Nuseibah entitled “The Farthest Mosque" and by contempo- 
rary Arab artists. 
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Taleban leader reportedly 


pays rare visit to Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The reclusive chief of Afghanistan's 
purist Islamic Taleban militia is visiting Kabul for the first 
time since his blackbearded fighters seized the city in 
September. Taleban sources said Tuesday. 

The sources, at Taleban headquarters in the southern city 
of Kandahar, told the Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) that Mr. Omar had gone to the Afghan capital Satur- 
day for talks with the ruling interim Shura (Council) there. 

Mr. Omar was discussing '‘recent changes in Afghanis- 
tan,” the sources said, apparently referring to the Taleban's 
disastrous defeat last month in the northern city of Mazar- 
i-Sharif. They said Mr. Omar. 38, would return to his home 
base in Kandahar after his meetings, but gave no date. 

The black-turbanned leader, whose word is law to his 
mainly ethnic Pashtun followers, founded the Taleban in 
mid- 1994 to oppose what he saw as the comipt and oppres- 
sive rule of Islamic Mujahideen guerrilla factions who 
fought amongst themselves after the Communist govern- 
ment collapsed in April 1992. 

Mr. Omar, who lost his right eye while fighting the former 
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, made his base in Kan- 
dahar after his young Afghan recruits from Koranic schools 
in Pakistan seized the city in October 1994 and has rarely 
left it since. 

His decision to visit Kabul appeared to indicate deep con- 
cern at the see-saw fortunes of the Taleban, who are seek- 
ing to impose strict Islamic rule throughout Afghani stan. 

A Taleban spokesman said Tuesday Mr. Omar has not 
moved to Kabul following his army’s recent reverses in 
northern Afghanistan. 

Yar Mohammad Hematwal. head of the state owned news 
agency Bahktar told AFP: “We strongly reject this 
(report)." 

Mr. Hematwal said Mr. Omar, known to his followers as 
the ‘Commander of the Faithful’ had not visited Kabul. 

“He has not come to Kabul at all." the Bakhtar chief said 
adding that Mr. Omar was still at bis headquarters in 
Kandahar, where the supreme Taleban leader “met with 
some Ulema (religious scholars)” Monday. 

While maintaining close contacts with fellow Taleban, 
Mr. Omar shuns foreign journalists, leaving his subordi- 
nates to handle them. 

On May 19. the Taleban forged a pact with northern 
General Abdul Malik, who led a mutiny against opposition 
leader Abdul Rashid Dostum and let Taleban fighters into 
Mazar-i- Sharif. 

The pact, which for a few days gave the Taleban control 
of most of the north, collapsed amid friction between them 
and Mazar-i-Sharif’s ethnic Uzbek and Shiite Muslim 
Hazara people. 

. Gen. Malik’s Uzbek troops combined with the Shiite 
Hezb-i-Wahdat militia to expel the Taleban. who fled the 
city on May 28, leaving ax least 300 dead and 700 prisoners. 

While the Taleban were losing almost all their newly- 
gained territory in the north, opposition Commander 


Ahmad Shah Masood broke out of his native Panjsher 
Valley to capture the strategic iowd of Jabal-Os-Siraj at the 
foot of the Salang Pass. 

Fighting has rumbled around the town for the past two 
weeks, but the Taleban have failed to reopen the Salang 
Highway that links Kabul to the north, where a Taleban 
force of up to 3,000 is stranded in Pul-i-Kbiunri, besieged 
by Gen. Malik’s Uzbeks and an Ismaili militia that former- 
ly held the town. 

Taleban sources quoted by AIP said opposition forces bad 
launched attacks on the Taleban on all three frontlines 
around Pul-i-Khumri Tuesday morning, but failed to break 
through. 

The Taleban said they had killed at least 10 opposition 
fighters and captured many heavy weapons. Four Taleban 
militiamen were killed in combat, they added. 

The sources said opposition forces had been thrown back 
on two of the three frontlines, but fighting was continuing 
on a third. They did not specify where battles were going 


There was no independent account of the clashes and 
opposition spokesmen could not immediately be contacted- 

In a separate development, a senior official of the ousted 
Afghan government reiterated accusations of Pakistani 
backing for the Taleban militia. 

Abdul Rahim Ghafoorzai told a news conference Monday 
night that Islamabad was helping the Taleban recruit new 
fighters among pupils at Islamic religious schools in 
Pakistan. 

“We have documentary evidence that the Pakistanis are 
involved in the recruitment of thousands of militias for the 
Taleban.” he said in the northern opposition stronghold of 
Mazar-i-Sharif. He did not produce the evidence. 

Witnesses in Pakistan and Af ghanistan say thousands of 
Taleban recruits have crossed the border since the Taleban 
were kicked out of Mazar-i-Sharif on May 28 in a humili- 
ating debacle. 

Mr. Ghafoorzai was deputy foreign mini ster in ousted 
President Burbanuddin Rabbani’s government, which the 
Taleban drove from Kabul when they captured the Afghan 
capital on Sept. 27. 

He said the Pakistani Jamaat-i-Islami Party was particu- 
larly active in the recruitment campaign. 

“We cannot accept that the Pakistani authorities are com- 
pletely unaware of this process,” Mr. Ghafoorzai said. 

Pakistan denies supporting the Taleban, but is widely seen 
as the mili tia’s best foreign friend, becoming the first coun- 
try formally to recognise the Taleban government in Kabul 
on May 25. 

Mr. Ghafoorzai voiced copcem that Pakistan might take a 
direct role in the Afghan conflict after recent reverses suf- 
fered by the Taleban in northern Afghanistan. 

“In the light of widespread (Taleban) defeats, I think that 
there is clear concern... that die Pakistani authorities may 
openly get involved in the Afghan conflict,” he said. 



A nurse holds a baby at the Saint Gabriel’s Babies’ Home in Melbourne. Hundreds of Australian orphans were used 
as medical guin ea pigs and injected with experimental vaccines from the 1 940’s to 1970, the Melbourne Age news- 
paper reported Tuesday (Renter photo) 


Brazzaville calm after 3 passengers survive 


days of pitched conflict Mongolia plane crash 


PARIS (AFP) — Sporadic 
rifle fire rattled the Congo- 
lese capital Brazzaville 
Tuesday, although the city 
was largely calm after five 
days of intense fighting, a 
French army spokesman 
there said. 

At 11 a.m. (1000 GMT), 
the situation was “generally 
calm,” the spokesman told 
AFP in Paris. 

Only a few rounds from 
Kalashnikov assault rifles 
could be heard, and the 
spokesman blamed them on 
“a few isolated elements.” 

An aid worker based in 
Kinshasa on the other side 
of the Congo River from 
Brazzaville and who is in 
permanent contact with col- 
leagues in Brazzaville also 
said calm had returned to the 
troubled Congolese capital. 

“There were a few shots at 
around five in the morning 
(0400 GMT), then things 
calmed down.” he said. 

As far as he knew, he said, 
the warring parties in 
Brazzaville had not used 


heavy weapons Tuesday in 
contrast with clashes on 
previous days. 

The clashes have pitted 
militiamen loyal to a former 
Marxist strongman against 
army troops in the former 
French colony in West 
Africa. 

The former strongman 
Denis Sassou Nguesso said 
late Monday that he accept- 
ed an offer by Gabon to 
mediate a ceasefire with the 
government of President 
Pascal Lissouba. 

This followed the an- 
nouncement in Paris that 
French President Jacques 
Chirac bad secured an 
agreement in principle for a 
ceasefire between the two 
sides. But hours later, spo- 
radic artillery fire could still 
be heard in Brazzaville. 

The fighting broke out 
Thursday when the army 
attacked Mr. Sassou- 
Nguesso's home as part of a 
campaign to disarm private 
militias ahead of July 27 
elections. 


ULAN BATOR (R) — A 
Mongolian Airlines (MIAT) 
plane carrying at least 12 
people crashed Tuesday 
while on a flight from the 
capital. Ulan Bator, to the 
town of Mandelgobi in the 
central Gobi district, avia- 
tion officials said. 

Threfr survivors, all seri- 
ously injured, had been 
recovered from the wreck- 
age of the Chinese-made 
Yun- 1 2 aircraft that crashed 
while trying to land at Man- 
delgobi Airport an official 
at the airport control tower 
said by telephone. 

The plane was carrying 10 
passengers and two crew on 
the flight to Mandelgobi, 
about 280 kilometres south 
of the capital, an Ulan Bator 
Airport official said. 

However, the Mandelgobi 
official said there may have 
been more people on the 
plane, which usually carries 
12 passengers and two 
crew. 

Officials said it was diffi- 


cult to estimate the exact 
number of dead because 
rescue workers had recov- 
ered parts of bodies and this 
was hampering calculation 
of the final tolL 

The crash was the first re- 
ported by Mongolia’s state- 
run MIAT airline since late 
1995 when the airline’s 
20th fatal crash in 70 years 
killed 41 people. 

Mongolia’s Prime Minis- 
ter M. Enkhsaikhan said 
last week the government 
planned to privatise MIAT 
as pan of a plan to sell off at 
least 200 state businesses in 
the next 18 months. 

MIAT had pledged in late 
1995 to implement great 
improvements in air safety 
after a spate of crashes, say- 
ing that it would boost pilot 
training, curb employee 
negligence and take away 
licences of drunk pilots. 

A team of officials had al- 
ready left Ulan Bator for the 
crash site, the Ulan Bator 
Airport official said. 


Uganda holds 50 former Haiti s premier resigns 


Zaireans for helping rebels 


KAMPALA (AFP) — The 
Ugandan army said Mon- 
day it was holding some 50 
people from the former 
Zaire who surrendered or 
were captured fighting wife 
rebels in Western Uganda. 

Two Democratic Repub- 
lic of Congo (DRC) citizens 
surrendered Sunday. Colo- 
nel Peter Karim told AFP. 
Some of fee prisoners were 
captured three months ago. 
he added. 

Those detainees who sur- 
rendered voluntarily will be 
handed over to fee U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) for repa- 
triation, but those caught du- 
ring active combat between 
fee rebel Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF) movement 
and Ugandan troops will be 
tried in Ugandan courts, Mr. 
Karim said. 

But a UNHCR official 
here said fee agency had not 
been contacted by fee 
Ugandan government about 
fee repatriation. 

Mr. Karim said about 600 
DRC civilians joined fee 
ADF in November last year 
and were given arms and 
promised that they would 


be paid $500 each and 
given cars. 

“The Zaireans were told 
feat when the ADF took 
over Kasese (Western Ugan- 
da's regional capital) they 
would be given cars. Some 
unemployed (people) 
thought they would come to 
Uganda, loot a bit and go 
back home.” said Mr. 
Karim. 

Many of the DRC nation- 
als recruited into the ADF 
have since returned to their 
country. Mr. Karim added. 

The ADF — a combina- 
tion of an extremist Muslim 
group known as Tabliq and 
remnants of the defunct 
rebel National Army for fee 
Liberation of Uganda — 
was originally based in 
eastern Zaire. 

The group attempted to 
invade Uganda in Novem- 
ber but was repulsed by 
Ugandan troops and its ba- 
ses were overrun by a com- 
bined force of Ugandan sol- 
diers and forces under Lau- 
rent Kabila who is now 
president of fee DRC. 

The ADF is now said to 
have six bases in fee Ru- 
wenzori Mountains. 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. (R) — 
Haitian Prime Minister 
Rosny Smanh announced 
bis resignation Monday 
after months of criticism of 
his government’s economic 
policies and failure to add- 
ress fee impoverished na- 
tion's social ills. 

Mr. Smarth’s announce- 
ment. made in Parliament, 
meant that President Rene 
Preval would have to ap- 
point a new prime minister, 
who would then name a 
new cabinet, all less than a 
week before a runoff elec- 
tion for seven out of 27 
seats in Haiti's Senate. 

‘The government has not 
responded to fee needs of 
fee people. The image in 
certain sectors is no good 
and the government does 
not inspire confidence,” Mr. 
Smanh said, speaking in 
Creole. 

“And about fee political 
plan, I don’t agree wife fee 
way the game is being 
played, without principle, 
without ethics. For feat rea- 
son. I rhink it is time feat 
another team takes fee 
reins." he continued. 

Haitian President Rene 
Preval, who was not in 
Parliament when Mr. 
Smarfe announced his res- 


ignation. appointed the for- 
mer agricultural economist 
prime minister 15 months 
ago. He was ratified by fee 
Senate on feb. 27, 1996. 

But in recent months Mr. 
Smarth has been fee focus 
of general strikes and vio- 
lent demonstrations by pop- 
ular organisations feat op- 
pose fee government’s eco- 
nomic plan, which calls for 
privatisation of nine state 
enterprises, and have criti- 
cised his government for 
failing to address fee impo- 
verished nation’s devastat- 
ing social ills. 

In mid- May, angry mobs 
demanding Mr. Smanh ’s 
resignation burned cars and 
tires and exchanged gunfire 
wife police as two days of 
student demonstrations 
flared into two days of gen- 
eral rioting. The rioting was 
stopped after U.S. soldiers 
and U.N. peacekeeping 
troops joined Haitian Natio- 
nal Police units in fee 


streets. 

Members of fee interna- 
tional community in Haiti, 
including U.S. Ambassador 
William Swing, were in 
parliament for fee an- 
nouncement. But U.S. offi- 
cials offered no immediate 
comment 


Australian orphans used in vaccine trials — paper 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

Hundreds of Australian or- 
phans, some of them babies, 
were v used as medical gui- 
nea pigs and injected wife 
experimental vaccines from 
fee 1940s to 1970, a Mel- 
bourne newspaper reported 
. Tuesday. 

The Age's report, based 
largely on a search of records 
made public at fee time, said 
trial influenza, whooping 
cough and herpes vaccines 
were among those tested in 
oiphanages and homes for 
orphaned babies in Mel- 
bourne in separate trials. 

There was no suggestion 
any of fee children died due 
to the experiments, al- 
though some became ill and 


feverish, it said. 

In fee biggest experiment, 
350 infants aged between 
three and 36 months were 
injected wife full adult do- 
ses of trial influenza vac- 
cines to lest for toxic reac- 
tions, The Age said. 

A group representing for- 
mer wards of fee state in Vic- 
toria. Innovate, called Tues- 
day for a public inquiry. 

“The government was 
totally responsible for these 
children and they used them 
as guinea pigs,” Innovate 
spokeswoman Heather Bell 
said in a radio interview. 

The Australian Democ- 
rats. a left-le aning political 
party, backed the call for an 
official inquiry. 


The Victoria state govern- 
ment pledged to make in- 
quires. on a case-by-case 
basis, on behalf of anyone 
who believed they may have 
been subjected to vaccine 
trials as infants at fee time. 

But Victoria's health mi- 
nister. Denis Napthine, 
stressed feat fee trials were 
carried out at a time when 
influenza, diphtheria and 
poliomyelitis were killer dis- 
eases. 


‘Today it would not hap- 
pen.” Mr. Napthine told state 
radio. 

“Any such treatment or 
any such trial could only be 
done with fee proper consent 
process in place.” 

National Health Minister 


Michael Wooldridge agreed. 

“These things did occur, 
they weren’t secret They 
were done openly and pub- 
lished in the medical litera- 
ture and they were done 
according to fee ethics of the 
time,” he told reporters. 

‘Today we would say it 
shouldn’t have happened." 

Melbourne’s Walter and 
Eliza Hall Institute, which 
conducted some of fee trials, 
said diseases were “raging” 
at orphanages at the time. 
Many of the orphanages 
were run by church orders. 

“The trials were carried 
out wife fee ready coopera- 
tion of fee sisters in charge 
of fee institutions.” institute 
spokesman David Vaux said. 


Top ASEAN 
official in?; s : 
Burma to 


7 people killed in Pakistan violence 


convey 

decision 


RANGOON (R) — Malay- 
sian Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
arrived here Tuesday to 
formally notify Burma of 
its admission next month 
into fee Association of 
South East Asian Nation 
(ASEAN), government 
officials said. 

Mr. Badawi, accompa- 
nied by ASEAN Secretary 
General Ajit Singh, was 
scheduled to meet with 
senior Burmese military 
government leaders later 
Tuesday. 

ASEAN groups Brunei. 
Indonesia, Malaysia, fee 
Philippines. Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

It made a landmark deci- 
sion late last month at a for- 
eign ministers’ meeting in 
Malaysia to accept Burma. 
Laos and Cambodia into its 
fold as new members. 

“The main purpose of Mr. 
Badawi’s visit here is to 
convey formally fee de- 
cision to admit Myanmar 
(Burma) into ASEAN to our 
government,’’ a Foreign Mi- 
nistry official told Reuters. 

Malaysia's Foreign Mi- 
nister, now acting as chair- 
man of fee regional group- : 
ing’s standing committee, 
met wife his Cambodian 
cou nterparts in Phnom 
Penh Monday for the same 
purpose. 

He is expected to travel 
to Laos later this week on a 
similar mission. 

ASEAN’s decision to ad- 
mit Burma was surrounded 
by controversy. It sparked 
an outcry from foes of 
Burma’s Ruling State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) and 
strong criticism from hu- 
man right activists and the 
United States. 

Those opposing Burma’s 
entry said fee ruling mili- 
tary junta regularly sup- 
pressed human rights and 
curbed fee political activi- 
ties of the opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Burmese official media 
Tuesday showered praise 
on ASEAN leaders for ac- 
cepting Burma as a mem- 
ber. 


MULTAN, (R).~- At. least 
seven people. Including two 
Sunni Muslim militants, 
were killed in a surge of 
violence in Pakistan over- 
night, polite said Tuesday. 

The two militants were 
shot dead overnight in the 
town of Saray Saddu. near 
fee city of Multan in Punjab 
province, and five people 
woe killed in a drive-by 
shooting in Karachi. 

Police said the two ac- 
tivists in the Sipah-i-Sababa 
Pakistan (SSP) organisation 
were killed by four men on 
two motorcycles. 

They identified the vic- 
tims as the local SSP presi- 
dent. Cbaudhry Munir Ah- 
mad, and its treasurer, iden- 
tified as Mohammad Qa- 
sim. 

Ahmad's relatives told po- 
lice the two men, who were 
also on a motorcycle when 
they were attacked, had 
received anonymous letters 
warning them to stop their 
work for SSP. 


Sectarian violence is rife marf. in a drive-by shooting, 
in Punjab province, where in fee southern port city of 
the SSP and other Sunni Karachi late Monday night. 


groups are pitted against 
Shiite Muslim factions in a 
feud which has cost more 
than 70 lives this year. 

On Monday, a Shiite 
activist, Syed Iqrar Hussain, 
was shot dead in the Punjab 
city of Faisal abad and two 
gunmen killed a Shiite radio 
producer, Shamsuddin Hai- 
der. at his home in the 
southern Punjab provincial 
town of Bahawalpur. 

A Shiite lawyer. Ghulam 
Mustafa Jafri, was shot 
dead in fee Punjab capital 
Lahore Friday. 

Sunni-Shiite disputes over 
Islamic beliefs have often 
spilled into violence in Pa- 
kistan that cost at least 170 
lives last year. Shiites form 
about 15 per cent of fee 
mainly Sunni population of 
more than 130 million. 

In a separate incident, 
gunmen shot dead five peo- 
ple, including a young wo- 


Police said unidentified 
gunmen sprayed bullets 
from a car at a shop in Ka- 
rachi’s eastern Korangi 
area, where a group of 
youngsters were playing a 
board game. 

Three male victims, all in 
their early 20s, died instant- 
ly, while a fourth died later 
in hospital. A 16-year-old 
girl was also killed by a 
stray bullet, police said. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility and 
it was not clear if fee attack 
was politically motivated. 

Witnesses said tension 
gripped the whole area after 
fee shooting and armed men 
took to fee streets firing in 
fee air. 

More than 50 people have 
been killed in ethnic, politi- 
cal and sectarian violence in , 
Karachi this year, compared 
to 500 last year and about 
2.000 in 1995. 


Locals move out as Rwandan 


army battles Hutu militiamen 


RUHENGERI, (AFP) — 
This town in Northwestern 
Rwanda is tense as troops of 
fee Tutsi -dominated army 
battle Hutu guerrillas near- 
by and army patrols are eve- 
rywhere, even at a recent or- 
dination of an Anglican Bi- 
shop. 

People fleeing fee fighting 
wait by fee side of fee main 
road for minibuses going to 
fee relative safety of Gisen- 
yi. on fee border with fee 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

They cany rolled-up mat- 
tresses on their heads; Some 
hold fanning tools “ ma- 
chetes. even “ and most 
have children in tow. 

The district around fee set- 
tlement of Rwankeri, around 
15 kilometres from Ruben- 
geri, has been unsettled 
since two attacks were car- 
ried out there last Thursday. 

A group of around 100 
people attacked fee home of 
fee headmaster of a sec- 
ondary school there, killing 
fee wife of fee headmaster, 
three of his children and fee 
school bursar, Ruhengeri 
prefect Boniface Rucagu 
told AFP. adding feat fee 
headmaster was away at the 
time. 

Rwandan government 


troops at a military position 
opened fire and “many” of 
the attackers were killed, 
Mr. Rucagu said, without 
giving fee precise figures, 
but a report by a human 
rights association said the 
death toll was at least 16. 
Mr. Rucagu himself is a 
controversial figure. 

, The Tutsi-dominated gov- 
ernment which took power 
after Rwanda's 1994 civil 
war branded him a leading 
perpetrator of genocide, sa- 
ying he was a member of a 
death squad, but then ap- 
pointed him prefect two 
months ago, saying an in- 
vestigation had cleared him. 

The Parliament mean- 
while is calling for his sus- 
pension while further inves- 
tigations are made. 

In the other incident last 
Thursday, a military convoy 
was attacked. Two soldiers 
were reportedly killed, 
while an army major 
escaped unhurt. The vehi- 
cles had been burned, leav- 
ing two large black marks 
on fee road, and smashed 
windscreen glass scattered 
about. Local people speak 
or constant gunbartles in fee 
surrounding hills. Some of 

them said they had spent fee 

previous two days hiding in 


the hills. 

At the ordination of fee 
bishop, which drew a crowd 
of about 1,000, people were 
talking of three bodies 
which had been left lying 
where they were shot a few 
kilometres from fee church. 

An official said they were 
suspected Hutu militiamen 
who had run into an army 
patrol at four o'clock in the 
morning. No one wanted to 
collect fee bodies and risk 


being associated wife the^ 
militiamen. ^ 


There is much talk of 
attacks and military opera- 
tions. Indeed, the ordination 
itself was supposed to have 
been held at Shyira, south 
ot Ruhengeri. the centre of 
the diocese. Security con- 
siderations, and difficult 
access, prompted a move to 
Ruhengeri town. Bishop 
Ken Barham said. 

The Rwandan news agen- 
cy said a number of shops 
nad been destroyed at fee 
Byangabo trading centre on 
fee Ruhengeri-Gisenyi road 
when the ^ actacked 

mmuamen who were hiding 

It also reported feat 36 
. infiltrators” had been killed*#, 
m clashes with the army in * 
Mmg! commune on May 25. 
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Cornered Tiger rebels stage 
desperate attacks in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AFP) —Tamil 
Tiger rebels blasted ammu- 
nition dumps, destroyed a 
^ vital bridge and crippled a 
helicopter gunship Tuesday 
in a desperate bid to halt a 
Sri Lanka n army offensive,' 
officials said. 

More than 500 members 
of the separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) staged do-or-die 
attacks in Vavuniya district 

seriously blunting the big- 
gest army offensive against 
them, officials said. 

The attacks were concen- 
trated in Thandikulam. 
within close proximity to 
the government-held town 
of Vavuniya, 260 kilometres 
north of Colombo, officials 
said adding that the rebels 
blew up a bridge in the area. 

A Russian-built MI-24 
attack helicopter was also 
hit by the guerrillas. The 
pilots landed safely but the 
aircraft was unserviceable, 
official sources said. 

A military ammunition 


dump in Thandikulam was 
destroyed by the Tiger guer- 
rillas who also blew up the 
nearby Notchchimottai 
bridge along the main high- 
way to the northern penin- 
sula of Jaffna. 

A second ammunition 
dump was blasted just west 
of Vavuniya at Samayapu- 
ram causing casualties on 
both sides, but there were 
no immediate details. 

“There are casualties on 
both sides and we still don’t 
know the exact details," the 
military spokesman here. 
Brigadier 5arath Munasin- 
ghe. said adding that troops 
had begun “clearing opera- 
tions" in the area. 

The Defence Ministry in a 
statement said that over 500 
Tiger guerrillas were in- 
volved in the main attack 
against a mili tary base at 
Thandikulam. However, the 
attack was bearen off, the 
Ministry said. 

‘Troops fought back va- 
liantly to completely re- 


pulse the attack causing 
very heavy casualties 
among the terrorists,” the 
ministry said adding that 
casualties figures on both 
sides will be known after 
clearing the area. 

Local residents in Vavu- 
niya said three civilians 
were killed and 25 wounded 
when the Tigers pounded 
the town with artillery guns 
Tuesday morning. At least 
36 shells hit the town. 

“One of the victims was a 
small boy whose head had 
been severed,’" a resident 
said after visiting the dis- 
trict’s main hospital. “There 
is a lot of tension in Vavu- 
niya. Shops and schools 
dosed because of the fight- 
ing." 

The laiest Tiger attack 
was seen as the most fero- 
cious since security forces 
launched a major drive on 
May 1 3 to open a key land 
route to the island’s north- 
ern peninsula of Jaffna 
through rebel-held territory. 


Defence sources said the 
Tiger counter-attack will 
slow down the military 
advance. Military casualties 
were high because two am- 
munition dumps at Thandi- 
kulam and Samayapuram 
went up in flames and dev- 
astated a large area. 

The army has deployed 
two divisions or some 
20.000 men to open a key 
road to the northern town of 
Jaffna and have advanced 
about 15 kilometres. They 
needed to cover another 60 
kilometres. 

Before Tuesday's attack, 
at least 150 government sol- 
diers and 410 Tiger rebels 
had been killed according to 
military estimates. The re- 
bels say they lost under 100 
cadres killed. 

The Tiger guerrillas are 
campaigning for indepen- 
dence in the island’s north 
and east. More than 50,000 
people have been killed in 
the separatist conflict in the 
past 25 years. 



Sri Lankan soldiers stand near the bodies of some Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam guerrillas w ho were killed in 
battle as government troops advanced into the northern rebel-held territory. The Defence Ministry said troops had 
advanced more than 20 kilometres into rebel-held territory (Reuter photo ) 
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.. ^ WASHINGTON (R) — Air 
Force General Joseph Ral- 
ston Monday withdrew 
from consideration to be- 
come Chairman of the U.S. 
military Joint Chiefs of 
Staff (JCS) in an uproar 
over an adulterous affair he 
had 13 years ago. 

But Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said he 
asked Gen. Ralston, 53. to 
re-main as Vice Chairman 
of the powerful Joint Chiefs 
and that Gen. Ralston ag- 
reed. Meanwhile, he said, 
he was reviewing other can- 
didates for the nation's top 
military job. 

“This is solely my deci- 
sion and I make it with a 
sense of regret," Gen. Ral- 
ston said in a statement af- 
ter he met privately with 
Mr. Cohen over whether he 
should continue as a candi- 
date to succeed Army Ge- 
neral John ShalikashvQi, 

: who retires Sept. 30. 

"My regret is that the 
public discussion surround- 
ing my potential nomina- 
tion blurred the facts in a 
number of recent cases and 
gave the appearance of a 
double-standard regarding 
military justice." said Gen. 
Ralston, whose two-year 
term as Vice Chairman 
would end in February of 
1998. T don’t believe that 
there is a double-standard," 
he said. 

President Bill Clinton 
said Monday he respected 
Gen. Ralston's decision to 
withdraw and was pleased 
he was staying on. 

‘Tor 32 years, in war and 
peace, Gen. Ralston has 
served our nation with un- 
common distinction," Mr. 


c if i* 5 Clinton said in a statement 




“The Joint Chiefs and our 
country will benefit from 
his continued service." 

Gen. Ralston admitted 
last week that he had an 
adulterous relationship 
while separated from his 
first wife more than a de- 
cade ago. Despite that, Mr. 
Cohen said at the tin\e that 
Gen. Ralston was high on 
his list of candidates for 
JCS chair man. 

That came after the air 
force only last month 
forced its first wo man bom- 
ber pilot. Lieutenant Kelly 
Flinn, to quit to avoid a 
court-martial on adultery 
and other charges, prompt- 
ing some is Congress to 
charge uneven application 
of military justice. 

Lawmakers said after the 
controversy broke that the 
Senate might reject Gem 
Ralston if he were to be 
nominated by Mr. Clinton 
for the Joint Chiefs’ leader- 
ship. 

Senator Olympia Snowe, a 
Maine Republican and the 
only woman on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, 
said it was “absolutely es- 
sential" that standards be 
applied uniformly to indivi- 
duals regardless of rank or 
gender if the military was to 
maintain its effectiveness 
and retain public confidence. 

A senior defence official, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied, said Mr. Cohen did not 
press Gen. Ralston to with- 
draw but the general made 
the decision after talking to 
lawmakers and deciding 
that to continue would be 
“dr ainin g, difficult and dis- 
tracting," although he 
thought he could win con- 
firmation. 


“ Woman dumps dead newly 
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FREEHOLD. fR) — A teenager who gave birth at her high 
school prom dumped the baby in the trash and then went 
back to dancing with her date, prosecutors said Monday. 

The 19-year-old senior from Forked River, about 65 
kilometres south of New York, even requested a song from 
the disc jockey while the dead infant boy lay in a trash can 
inside the blood-spattered rest room. 

Authorities said an autopsy showed the child was alive in 
the birth canal before being born at the Friday night dance. 
However, it was not clear if the baby had breathed, a sign 
it might have been able to survive outside the womb. 

“We have not determined whether the baby was alive 
after birth," Monmouth County Assistant Prosecutor 
Robert Honecker told reporters at a news conference. 

“We need more tests to determine whether h was alive 
independent of the mother." 

He said the tests would include microscopic examination 
of the baby’s lungs to determine if the child had been able 
- ■$> survive. The infant had no birth defects or injuries. 

The autopsy results will determine whether the student 
from Lacey Township High School would be charged. Mr. 
Honecker said possible charges included homicide or 
endangennent of a child. 

The mother’s name has not been released. She has not 
been arrested. - 

A cleaning woman found the dead 6-pound, 6-ounce 
(2.9-kilograrame) baby inside a toilet stall trash can at the 
hall where the dance was being held. The child was bom 
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full term. 

Students at the high school had not known the woman 
was pregnant. She wore a loose-fitting dress to -the prom 
and was back on the dance floor within an hour of giving, 
birth. 


The woman later went to a hospital. 

^ The incident shocked the middle-class town of hoiked 
River, a tight-knit bedroom community of about 2_,000 

V. people on New Jersey’s Atlantic shore. 

^ “All of my friends don’t believe that a girl could ever put 
life her baby into a garbage can," Jane Reeves, a 1 6-year-old 
junior at Lacev Township High School, told Reuters, 
think she should pay the penalty for doing this, 
lie* 
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Internet tackles fear of Big Brother 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) hearing deal- 
ing with the right to electronic privacy- 
gets under way Tuesday to deal with 
growing concern over personal informa- 
tion collected over the Internet. 

“Privacy is the key consumer-protec- 
tion issue of the information age,” said 
FTC official Christine Varney. 

Nearly half of the 100 most frequented 
web sites “are collecting personal infor- 
mation from users through online regis- 
trations, surveys, and forms,” for marke- 
ting purposes/according to the Electro- 
nic Privacy Information Centre (EPIC). 

“Information is also collected surrepti- 
tiously with (computer software dabbed) 
Cookies” installed in home computers, 
said the online privacy group who will 
attend the bearing. 

When a user links up with a particular 
site, it downloads the “Cookie,” auto- 
matically updating the site’s database. 

Such software, undetectable by begin- 
ners, make for more efficient linkups by 
keeping a list of the user’s personal pref- 
erences. They also allow marketing firms 
to better target their messages. “Perso- 
nalised ad delivery is at the heart of In- 
ternet advertising,” which accounts for 
90 per cent of worldwide computer net- 
work revenues, said Chris Evans, presi- 
dent of Online Advertising Firm Acci- 
piter. 

Information gathered in this manner, 
can just as easily be sold to database 
companies, who in turn peddle the valu- 
able information to marketing firms 

The biggest online service. Lexis Nexis, 
caused a scandal a year ago when it 
launched a person-locator database 
called P-Trak. It updated data from 340 
milli on subscribers, who for $90 could 


look up the name, address, telephone, 
birthdates and other information of their 
fellow subscribers. 

I.exis-Nexis has proposed to delete the 
names and data of anybody who requests 
it. More than one milli on customers have 
done so, said Time Davis. 

Databank companies will appear 
Tbesday before the FTC, which monitors 
privacy abusey on cyberspace. 

Lexis Nexis is expected to make a for- 
mal proposal establishing principles “for 
balancing the legitimate business interest 
in access to important information with 
the privacy concerns of the public,” Mr. 
Davis said. 

Computer database firms dread having 
restrictive guidelines imposed by the 
government, but are well aware that 
online privacy is a major stumbling 
block in their industry’s development. 

More than 70 per cent of U.S. web 
users have more misgivings about pro- 
viding personal information over the 
Internet than over the telephone or by 
messenger, according to a Boston con- 
sulting group survey. Forty-one. per cent 
click off a site rather when asked for per- 
sonal information. 

The FTC hearing will focus on two key 
proposals: The non-profit group E trust 
— backed by IBM, Netscape and ATT — 
would tell subscribers exactly what their 
personal information would be used for. 

Other consumer database companies 
such as Internet would give online users 
the technological means to determine the 
information gathered on a Cookie. 

Most important, said Electronic Fron- 
tier Foundation Executive Director Lori 
Fena, is that web surfers “need assur- 
ance that this information will be treated 
responsibly.” 


Old Kim’s pictures coming down, 
Young Kim’s going up — Seoul 


China calls for caution 
on Japan-U.S. alliance 

of extreme sensitivity 
among its Asian ncigli- 


SEOUL (AFP) — Street 
portraits of late North Ko- 
rean leader Kim H-Sung are 
coming down and those of 
his son going up'in a possi- 
ble sign the junior Kim is 
ready take full power, a sen- 
ior South Korean official 
said Tuesday. 

Yonhap news agency quo- 
ted Unification Minister 
Kwon O-Kie as saying a 
"recent" order to replace 
huge wall posters and plac- 
ards of the elder Kim could 
signal that Kim Jong-II will 
assume his father’s official 
posts next month. 

July 8 marks the third an- 
niversary of the elder Kim’s 
death, and what many North 
Korean diplomats have des- 
cribed as the end of the 
mourning period for him. 

Since 1994 the isolated 
state has publicly recog- 
nised the junior Kim as the 


NEW DELHI (R) — A sen- 
ior Chinese military officer 
is visiting India to help 
strengthen ties between the 
two Asian giants, which 
fought a border war in 
1962, officials said Tues- 
day. 

Lieutenant-General Liao 
Xilong. leading a seven- 
member delegation, met In- 
dia’s chief of army staff. Ge- 
neral Shankar Roychowd- 
hiuy, Monday, the govern- 
ment said in a statement. 

The Chinese visitors, who 
arrived on June 6 and were 
set to depart Thursday, also 
met the vice chiefs of In- 
dia’s army, navy and air 
force. 

Lt.-Gen. Liao is Com- 


coun try’s “great leader," but 
left vacant the positions of 
head of state and secretary' 
general of the powerful 
Worker's Party. 

"There is a possibility that 
Kim Jong-D will formally 
take over after July 8," Yon- 
hap quoted Mr. Kwon as 
saying, adding that there 
did not seem to be "any 
obstacle" to his assuming 
the two titles. 

Mr. Kwon’s statement, to 
a meeting of local govern- 
ment and home ministry 
officials here, contrasted 
with conclusions drawn at 
talks here Monday between 
us. Japanese and American 
officials. 

After that meeting they 
said there appeared to be no 
signs, such as mass prepara- 
tions or invitations to for- 
eign dignitaries, of the jun- 
ior Kim’s ascension to full 


mander of the Hengdu mili- 
tary region in Southwestern 
China, the statement said. 
An army spokesman said it 
was the first time a Chinese 
regional commander had 
visited India. 

“We are pursuing inc- 
reased military -to- military 
contact for the sake of confi- 
dence-building," the spokes- 
man said. 

The government state- 
ment said it was significant 
that the Chinese comman- 
der was accompanied by 
foreign affairs officials. 

“And as one of the fre- 
quent high and medium-le- 
vel contacts in consonance 
with diplomatic parleys 
between the two countries. 


power. 

Other analysts have ques- 
tioned whether it would 
“auspicious" for Kim Jong- 
II to take power at a time of 
crippling food shortages 
which have forced North 
Korea to depend on foreign 
food aid to feed its 22 mil- 
lion people. 

Foreign aid workers mon- 
itoring food distribution in 
the isolated state since 1995 
have noted that in an inc- 
reasing number of street 
posters the father and son 
appear side-by-side, in an 
apparent effort to minimise 
the transition. 

Mr. Kwon also told offi- 
cials at the briefing that his 
ministry expected the num- 
ber of defectors from the 
North to the South in 1997 
to rise from the current 46 
to 100 by the end of the 
year. 


it is expected to enhance 
friendly relations and un- 
derstanding between both," 
the statement said. 

Chinese and Indian ar- 
mies battled briefly on their 
Himalayan border in 1962 
but tensions have eased in 
recent years with a series of 
high-level exchanges and 
agreements. 

Beijing and New Delhi 
signed a pan in 1993 to en- 
sure peace along their 4.000 
kilometres border and last 
year initialled a treaty to re- 
duce troops and arms in the 
disputed regions. 

India's vice chief of army 
staff, Lieutenant-General 
V.P. Malik, visited China in 
late May. 


Death toll 
from violent 
rainstorms 
in China 
hits 249 

BEIJING (AFP) — Floods 
and landslides in South- 
western China have killed 
at least another 40 people, 
a local official said Tues- 
day, raising to 249 the esti- 
mated death toll from 
fierce rains in recent days. 

Some 324 others were 
seriously injured in nine 
cities and counties of 
Zhaotong prefecture in 
Yunnan province, when 
rains last Wednesday and 
Thursday unleashed the 
disaster, local government 
official Cai .Yulian told 
AFP. 

Landslides caused most 
of the deaths, he said. 

The towns of Yiliang. 
Daguan, Yanjin and Zhen- 
xiong were the worst affec- 
ted, Mr. Cai said, adding 
that mudslides and rising 
waters blocked roads and 
crippled electricity and 
water facilities. 

The onslaught of season- 
al rains also sparked land- 
slides in neighbouring Si- 
chuan province and serious 
flooding in Hunan pro- 
vince. including its capital. 
Changsha. 

“Millions have been af- 
fected" the official China 
Daily said, citing a report 
from the State Flood Cont- 
rol Headquarters (SFCH). 

Vice Premier Jiang Chun- 
yun was quoted as express- 
ing sympathy for the vic- 
tims and that he hoped local 
authorities could minimise 
the damage caused with 
central government support. 

Hong Kong's Ta Kung 
Pao newspaper reported 
that lightning alone during 
the storms killed 29 people 
in centra] Hubei province. 

The victims were killed 
in Xiaogan during rain- 
storms last Friday, the Chi- 
na-supported daily said. 

Flooding after the storms 
affected some I.6S million 
people, destroying more 
than 21 ,000 houses and clo- 
sing 200 factories in Hubei, 
it said. Direct economic 
losses were put at 400 mil- 
lion yuan ($48.2 million). 

Officials in Sichuan's 
Meigu county estimate that 
at least 150 people were 
killed in the landslides that 
struck early Thursday. 

Four days after the tor- 
rent of mud and rocks 
ploughed through four 
mountain villages, three 
were confirmed dead and 
147 still missing. 

At least 300 other people 
had been injured, the news- 
paper said, adding more 
than 400 hectares (990 
acres) of farmland had been 
buried. Early estimates of 
total damage came to eight 
million Yuan (S963.855 ). 

Sichuan Vice-Governor 
Ou Zegao went to the scene 
to coordinate relief opera- 
tions, it added. Heavy rains 
in Hunan caused flash 
floods early Saturday that 
killed about 30 people and 
left eight missing, accord- 
ing to recent figures. 


BEUING iR> — China 
Tuesday cautioned Tokvo 
to act carefully to avoid 
destabilising the Asia-Paci- 
fic region with moves to 
boost i is mi I itary profi le 
and strengthen the security 
alliance between Japan and 
the United States. 

Washington and Tokyo at 
the weekend unveiled new 
proposals to revamp their 
strategic relationship and 
increase potential military 
cooperation — a highly 
sensitive move in China, 
which suffered hugely from 
Japanese accession in 
World War II. 

“We hope Japan can take 
lessons from history by act- 
ing cautiously and walking 
the road of peaceful devel- 
opment" said Chinese Fo- 
reign Ministry spokesman 
Cui Tiankai. 

“The Japan-U.S. security 
alliance is a bilateral ar- 
rangement formed during 
the'cold war." Mr. Cui told 
a regular news briefing. 

“With the end of the cold 
war. there is no reason for 
this kind of arrangement to 
go beyond the scope of the 
two sides." he said, adding 
that limiting cooperation 
would prevent the introduc- 
tion of instabiliry to the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

Japan's military inten- 
tions were alwavs a matter 


DENVER (Ri — A jury 
weighing a death sentence 
for convicted Oklahoma City 
bomber Timothy McVeigh 
heard liim praised Monday as 
a cheerful youth, an excellent 
student and a model soldier 
who saved a man's life on the 
battlefield. 

Defence attorneys trying to 
persuade the jury to spare 
Mr. McVeigh's life called a 
succession of former neigh- 
bour; and army colleagues 
w ho gave glowing testimoni- 
als for Mr. McVeigh. 

Captain Jesus .Ansel Rod- 
riguez. Mr. McVeigh's com- 
manding officer during the 
Gulf War. testified that Mr. 
McVeigh gave first aid to 
another soldier who was hit 
by shrapnel and “basically 
saved his life." 

The jury of seven men and 
five women that found Mr. 
McVeigh guilty last week of 
blowing up the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building, 
killing I6S people in the 
worst mass murder in U.S. 
history, is weighing whether 
he should be sentenced to 
death or to life imprison- 
ment. The prosecution wants 
a death sentence. 

The defence, which has 
called 21 witnesses in the 
penalty phase so far. re- 
sumes its case Tuesday. The 
case is expected to go to the 
jury later this week. 

Capt. Rodriguez said that 
when he had to return to the 
United States because his 
brother-in-law had been 
killed in an accident. Mr. 
McVeigh was “really com- 
passionate. He showed that 
he really cared," he said. 

“Sergeant McVeigh was an 


hours. Mr. Cui said. 

Tokyo has been keen to 
soothe Chinese concerns 
over plans to bolster its 
alliance with the United 
States that are expected to 
give Japan its highest mili- 
tary profile in Asia since (he 
collapse of its World War M 
imperial dreams. 

Emissaries sent by Tokyo 
to Beijing to explain the 
revised Japan-U.S. defence 
guidelines had promised 
that the general scope of the 
alliance would be un- 
changed and (hat Japan’s 
pacifist constitution would 
not be breached. Mr. Cui 
said. 

Japanese diplomats said 
senior officials from Tok- 
yo's Foreign Ministry and 
Defence Agency visited _ 
Beijing Sunday and Mon- 
day to explain the pact. 

Last week, defence poli- 
cymakers from Japan's rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic Par- 
tx- (LDP) briefed Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian Qi- 
chen on the U.S.-Japan de- 
fence plans. 

Washington officials are 
also expected to visit China 
to brief leaders on the new- 
look alliance, but U.S. dip- 
lomats in Beijing said it 
was not yet clear when they 
would arrive. 


outstanding soldier. He did 
what he was told, anticipated 
what hud to be done (and I 
took pride in his work,” Capt. 
Rodriguez said. 

Mr. McVeigh, 29. expres- 
sionless through much of his 
trial, looked more lively 
Monday. He smiled often 
when his former friends and 
neighbours brought up me- 
mories. such us an anecdote 
by Capt. Rodriguez about his 
fondness for strawberry pop 
tarts. 

Deborah Carballo. one of 
Mr. McVeigh's former tea- 
chers at a high school in 
Lockpon. New York, said Mr. 
McVeigh was an excellent 
student with above average 
intelligence who never had 
any disciplinary problems. “I 
remember him as among the 
best students." she said. 

Mr. McVeigh smiled and 
shook his head as if embar- 
rassed when defence attor- 
neys introduced his class 
yearbook, which said Mr. 
McVeigh had been voted 
“most talkative" by his class- 
mates. 

Lynn Drzyzga. a former 
neighbour of the McVeigh 
family in Pendleton. New 
York, said Mr. McVeigh was 
about nine years old when he 
began playing with her chil- 
dren. “I just enjoyed having 
him around," she said. 

Mr. McVeigh used to run 
around barefoot so Mrs. 
Drzyzga made him wear a 
pair of socks when he came 
into her house to avoid dirty- 
ing the furniture. Years later, 
when Mr. McVeigh visited, 
he had a pair of socks on his 
shoulder. "That was special," 
she said. 


Chinese general leads team to India 


Friends heap praise on 
U.S. bombing suspect 
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Peace vs tragedy 

THE WORST measure that Israel can adopt 
at this critical stage in the stalled peace negoti- 
ations is to add fuel to the fire by attempting to 
impose an Israeli school curriculum on 
Palestinian children of east Jerusalem. True 
that the right-wing mayor of Jerusalem, Ehud 
Olmert, has backed down on introducing the 
measure for this year. But this is only one link 
in the chain of Israeli determination to create 
new facts in the Arab part of the City. Unless 
the Israelis desist from taking such unilateral 
acts as to pre-determine the future of 
Jerusalem before the outcome of the final sta- 
tus negotiations the problem will persist and 
grow to the detriment of all parties, including 
Israel itself. Take for example Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s recent decision to open 
new police stations in east Jerusalem. Was it 
not a clear provocation aimed at expanding the 
Israeli presence among the Arab population? 
New official departments have also been 
opened up in Arab areas for the same purpose. 
What does this indicate? 

With the crisis over the construction of new 
housing units in Jabal Abu Ghneim not yet 
resolved, Israel should think of the repercus- 
sions of its own actions. 

The Jabal Abu Ghneim controversy has 
proved to be a more formidable obstacle to the 
continuation of peace talks than ever thought 
by Israel. Therefore any exasperation of the 
situation over Jerusalem at this juncture 
would render the continuation of the quest for 
peace between the Arabs and the Israelis that 
much more removed from the realm of the 
possible. 

One of the main features of the Egyptian ini- 
tiative to remove the deadlock between Israel 
and the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
is to halt any measure or practice that aims to 
undermine or preempt the final status peace 
negotiations. Israel, which has been busy doing 
exactly the opposite, should make up its mind 
on whether it wants the Egyptians to succeed 
or fail in what is certain to be a last-ditch effort 
to save the peace process from imminent col- 
lapse and subsequently catastrophe. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i daily Tuesday criticised the 
government for awarding a JD 3.5 million contract to a 
foreign firm to supply cables to the Jordanian-Syrian 
power network linkage, preferring it over the Jordanian 
CABLECO company. Sultan Hartab said that CABLE- 
CO. which obtained the ISO 9002 certificate, has 
proved capable of implementing various projects and 
providing cables for many projects carried out in 
Jordan and abroad and it ought to have been awarded 
the tender for the job. The writer said that as a result of 
the government’s decision to award the tender to a for- 
eign company, CABLECO has decided to lay off 100 of 
its workers as it cannot finance the mounting expenses 
due to a reduced volume of work and few revenues. 
Laying off the workers means increasing the number of 
unemployed at a time when the government is seeking 
to find jobs for the Jordanian workers, he added. The 
writer questioned the reason behind denying CABLE- 
CO the tender, which would have averted the dismissal 
of workers, especially as this Jordanian company has 
proved it is capable to successfully serve tenders. If the 
government wants to attract investments and fight off 
unemployment, said the writer, it sbould not do it at the 
expense of local firms. 

HAMADEH FARAANEH, a writer for A1 Dustour, 
Tuesday expressed his view that with the rise of Ehud 
Barak as chairman of the Israeli Labour Party', the first 
step has been taken by the Israelis to bring down the 
Netanyahu government. Mr. Barak has been most 
adamant in refusing to join the Likud bloc in a coali- 
tion government, has proved to be one of the strongest 
opponents of Mr. Netanyahu’s policies in Palestine and 
has often expressed determination to bring Labour 
back to rule. No doubt, said the writer. Mr. Barak will 
benefit from and try to exploit the errors and blunders 
of the Netanyahu government and will try’, by all 
means, to bring down the present government through 
attracting the Shas Party to his side, said the writer. 
Furthermore, Mr. Barak, who enjoys popularity among 
the Israelis, is also expected to attract the half a million 
votes of Arab citizens of Israel in the coming elections 
and with their votes. Mr. Barak is bound to achieve his 
objectives. It is not that Mr. Barak supports the rights 
of the Palestinians, but he is favoured over Mr. 
Netanyahu because he is less harmful to the Palestinian 
cause and their aspirations, said the writer. 


False hope in Northern Ireland, 
and Drumcree might decide 


By G wynne Dyer 

FOR THE past two months 
the signs of hope for 
Northern Ireland have been 
coming thick and fast. But 
it is probably a false dawn. 

First Tony Blair won the 
British election, and more 
or less promised the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
that its political front, Sinn 
Fein, could rejoin talks on 
the British-ruled province’s 
future as soon as it declared 
a new ceasefire. 

Then Nelson Mandela 
flew senior Northern Irish 
politicians from both the 
Prorestant and Catholic 
communities to South 
Africa for a meeting that 
was effectively a training 
session on how South 
Africans achieved a non- 
violent deal on their coun- 
try’s future. 

The Unionist tProtestant) 
delegation would not meet, 
eat or sleep under the same 
roof as Sinn Fein, so it was 
in practice two separate 
conferences, but Mandela 
put a brave face on it. 
“What is significant’’ he 
said, “is that they are here. 
That alone is a sign that 
they are serious in search- 
ing for peace." 

Now the Republic of 
Ireland has also elected a 
new government, and 
Prime Minister-elect Bertie 
Ahem believes that “the 
possibilities of moving for- 
ward are tremendous." As 
the traditional voice of pan- 
Irish Catholic nationalism, 
Ahern’s Fianna Fail Party 


has some sympathy for the 
IRA. and Ahern plans to 
meet Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams within the 
next week. 

But all this hopeful talk is 
based on the fallacy that 
governments in London and 
Dublin (and even in the 
United States, where 
President Bill Clinton is' 
issuing his usual optimistic 
forecasts), can somehow 
affect the course of events 
in Northern Ireland. They 
cannot. Northern Ireland is 
a place apart, with its own 

I°gi c - . 

The most significant 
recent event in Northern 
Ireland was a murder. 
Unlike most of the 3.500 
killings in Northern Ireland 
since the “troubles” began 
30 years ago. this was no 
attack by Catholics on 
Protestants or vice versa. It 
was a sign that the province 
may actually be nearing die 
brink of what the locals call 
“Armageddon." 

The victim was an off- 
duty policeman, a 
Protestant, like 93 per cent 
of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC), who 
met a colleague for a drink 
in a pub frequented by fel- 
low Protestants in the town 
of Ballymoney. An argu- 
ment erupted about the 
police role in stopping 
Protestants from “march- 
ing" in the nearby Catholic 
village of Dunloy the previ- 
ous week — and outside the 
pub Constable Gregory 
Taylor was kicked to death 
by a crowd of his own peo- 


ple. They finished him off 
by. stamping on his bead. 

Protestants did not used to 
kill members of the RUC, 
which they saw as “their" 
police force, but many of 
them are now so frightened 
of the future that all the 
rules have changed. 
Northern Ireland went to 
the edge of civil war at the 
peak of the “marching sea- 
son" last July. This July, it 
may cross that line. 

The apparent immutabili- 
ty of the Northern Irish 
“problem" for over a quar- 
ter-century was based on 
the fact that two-thirds of 
the province’s population 
were Protestant and would 
always vote to maintain the 
union with Britain. That 
fact is ceasing to be true, 
and the result is Protestant 
panic. 

When London suspended 
local self-rule and sent in 
the troops in 1967 to curb 
the Protestant majority’s 
oppression of and attacks 
on the Catholic minority, 
Protestants accepted this 
curbing of their power 
because they still felt fun- 
damentally secure. 

Then the IRA exploited 
the presence of British 
troops to whip up Catholic 
nationalism and resume its 
armed struggle for a united 
Ireland, and the province 
settled into the grim routine 
of a hundred or so terrorist- 
linked deaths a year. But 
“Armageddon” — all-out 
civil war — still seemed a 
long way off. 

Now, at last, the higher 


Catholic birth-rate is start- 
ing to tell. Catholics are no 
longer a third of the popula- 
tion, but 43 per cent 
Outside greater Belfast 
they are an overall majority 
— and in the western half 
of the province, 75 per cent 
of the children are 
Catholics. This is already 
having electoral conse- 
quences. 

In 1983. only two of 
Northern Ireland's 17 MPs 
in London were aligned 
with Sinn Fein. Today, five 
of 18 are. The Unionists 
have even lost control of 
Belfast city council. 
Hardline Protestants see 
their voting power draining 
away, and so they become 
more rigid, more defensive, 
more desperate- That’s why 
the “marching season” has 
become such a flashpoint 

Protestants have tradition- 
ally held marches during 
the summer months, mostly 
under the banners of the 
Loyal Orange Order, to cel- 
ebrate the Protestant victory 
in the siege of Londonderry 
in 1689. As streets and 
whole villages have shifted 
from Protestant to Catholic, 
the routes often take the 
marches through Catholic 
areas that are offended and 
frightened by them. But 
Protestants ■ who secretly 
fear they are losing every- 
thing have a “not one inch” 
mentality. 

In last July's high-profile 
confrontation at Drumcree, 
the RUC and the British 
first forbade the Protestants 
to march through certain 


Catholic streets, and then 
suddenly gave in. The rea- 
son' was this: the Protestant 
pa ramili taries mounted 
heavy machine-guns on 
armoured bulldozers and 
told the police they would 
be sent in if the march did 
not proceed. The authorities 
replied that they would 
shoot, and dozens of 
Loyalists, police and 
British soldiers would be 
killed. The Loyalists said: 

So be it. 

So the authorities caved 
in, because the alternative 
would have been a mas- 
sacre that could have trig- 
gered civil war right across 
the province. Next month, 
when the Protestants plan to 
march through Drumcree 
again, that decision will 
have to be taken again — 
and it will be just as hard 
this time, because of 
Britain’s old leverage over 
the Protestants is gone or J 
much dimi nished. 

A British pull-out. ethnic 
cleansing in mixed areas 
and repartition of Northern 
Ireland on lines that create a 
defensible Protestant 
majority are no longer 
prospects that deter every- 
body in the Protestant para- 
militaries. For many, they 
are an imaginable, even 
palatable alternatives to the 
slow erosion that the future 
otherwise holds in store for 
Ulster Protestants. 

Maybe. like South 
Africans, the Northern Irish 
will turn back at the edge of 
the abyss. But do not bet on 
it until after Drumcree. 


For whom 
the school 
bell tolls 


Croatia needs more to improve human rights 


■ZAGREB [R] — Serb refugees 
are beaten after trying to return 
to the homes they fled during 
war in Croatia. 

Two journalists are on trial 
for publishing disrespectful 
images of Croatian president 
Franjo Tudjman. 

And television coverage of 
the president’s reelection cam- 
paign is more reminiscent of 
communist propaganda than 
that of a democratic country’s 
free media. 

These are some of the things 
which have turned the spotlight 
on human rights and media 
freedom in Croatia — two 
issues that will be key factors 
in determining how soon the 
country is integrated into 
Western institutions. 

Croatia elects a new presi- 
dent on Sunday — the man 
whose job will be to make or 
break its precarious ties with 
the West, under close scrutiny 
from Europe and the United 
States. 

Diplomats say Croatia's 
human rights record has 
improved of late and Mr. 
Tudjman has begun to show 
signs of relaxing on key issues 
to meet the demands placed on 
him by the WesL 

“One has to look at Croatia 
and its human rights record like 
any other transition country 
and then you note two major 
violations — the treatment of 
Serbs and the media, (but) alto- 


gether it’s not so bad,” said a 
Western diplomat. 

In 1996 the Council of 
Europe postponed Croatia's 
application for membership, 
citing among other things the 
stifling of the press and crimes 
committed m the rebel Serb 
Krajina region, which Zagreb 
recaptured in an offensive in 
1995. 

“There has been progress 
compared to 1995, but not 
without blemishes,” one diplo- 
mat told Reuters. 

He referred to the harassment 
and expulsion of elderly Serbs 
in central Croatia and U.N. 
reports of continued abuse of 
those who returned there after 
the war or stayed throughout. 

A Croatian human rights 
worker said recent violent inci- 
dents underscored the lawless- 
ness that rules in some villages. 

Led by the United States, the 
West has put unprecedented 
pressure on Croatia to improve 
its treatment of ethnic Serbs 
and meet other commitments it 
assumed under the Bosnian 
peace treaty in 1995 or find its 
road to international loans and 
Western institutions closed. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told Mr. 
Tudjman on a recent visit to 
Zagreb that it was his moral 
duty to end the violence. And 
last month ambassadors from 
several European countries and 
the United States visited Mr. 


Tudjman en masse in a rare 
show of unity to protest against 
Zagreb's attitude towards Serb 
refugees returning home. 

“The return of the Serbs is an 
important factor for determin- 
ing the pace with which 
Croatia will integrate itself into 
(Western) institutions." one 
diplomat said. 

.The government says it is not 
responsible for individual 
attacks by extremists and its 
policies support the coexis- 
tence of Serbs and Croats. 

Up to 200.000 Serbs fled 
when the Croatian army retook 
the Krajina in 1995. Yet less 
than 10,000 have returned and 
many have found their houses 
destroyed or resettled by 
Croatian refugees who are 
unwilling to leave. 

But what is resented most is a 
law allowing the temporary 
takeover of Serb property 
which observers say was aimed 
at discouraging them from 
coming back. 

“Why else would the govern- 
ment let Bosnian Croat 
(refugees) settle in Serb hous- 
es?" the first diplomat said. 

The Western message, ham- 
mered home vigorously by Ms. 
Albright during her visit, seems 
to have yielded quick results. 

Days later Mr. Tudjman 
made a surprisingly conciliato- 
ry speech to local Serb leaders 
in eastern Slavonia, their last 
remaining enclave in Croatia, 


and vowed to create conditions 
for all minorities to live in 
peace and build a better future. 

His comments marked a 
reversal of attitude and were 
followed by anotber apparent 
example of compliance, when 
Croatia pressed charges against 
12 people for evicting Serbs. 

Diplomats believe that Mr. 
Tudjman, .widely expected to 
win a second term of office, 
bowed to Ms. Albright’s 
demands knowing that many 
Serbs would heed die violent 
message already sent and give 
up their houses in exchange for 
compensation. 

One conceded that the 
Western diplomatic offensive 
overlooked some realities and 
was possibly a channel for 
venting frustrations over its 
impotence in neighbouring 
Bosnia. 

“It’s difficult to suppose the 
people who waged war can live 
together again. But the West is 
in a hurry, it wants quick 
results and forgets how diffi- 
cult this project (of return) is." 

The other- issue which the 
West is adamant Croatia should 
address is the government’s 
control of the media. 

The attempts to silence 
Zagreb’s Independent Radio 
1 0 1 last November drew 
100.000 protesters to the capi- 
tal's main square and forced 
the government to revoke its 
decision and grant a frequency. 


The hugely popular station is 
now being denied the right to 
relocate its transmitter to 
enable it to broadcast more 
widely, on the pretext its 
licence was only for local 
transmission. ''-it ' 

■ 'State television meanwhile 
disregards all criticism and has 
been a mouthpiece for the gov- 
ernment since independence. 

“Our biggest concern is 
access to airwaves and broad- 
casting — this is where 
Croatians get their news and 
restrictions seem most severe." 
one of the diplomats said. 

“The government certainly 
controls the television and... 
It’s true that through the crimi- 
nal code it seems to be able to 
exert pressure on independent 
newspapers," he added. 

In 1996 Croatia passed a law 
allowing the state to indict and 
cry those thought to be slander- 
ing senior state officials. 

Soon afterwards Novi List 
daily was fined for alleged tax 
fraud and the editor and lead 
writer of satirical weekly the 
Feral Tribune were taken to 
court for mocking Mr. 
Tudjman. 

Both were acquitted but the 
trial was reopened in April this 
year, following repeated invec- 
tive from Mr. Tudjman that the 
opposition and independent 
media are enemies of the state. 


Lacklustre Croatian opposition faces hopeless task 


ZAGREB (R) — On the face of it. Croatia’s presidential election is all about who 
will run the country for the next five years as it tries to shake off its Yugoslav past 
and move closer to the West. 

But even the two opposition candidates who are running are convinced they have 
no realistic chance of dethroning 75-year-old President Franjo Tudjman, tipped by 
almost everyone to win the first round outright, with 50-60 per cent of die voce. 

The hopelessly divided opposition, which includes at least 10 parties ranging from 
former Communists to the far right, has done little since Croatia won independence 
from Yugoslavia in 1991 to dent the lead of the autocratic Tudjman. 

Both challengers — Vlado Gotovac of the Social Liberals and Zdravko Tomac of 
the Social Democrats — say their ambition is merely to keep the vote for the 
omnipotent head of slate under 50 per cent and force him into a second round. 

For them the game is not about winning but rather one of positioning themselves 
for later, when the ailing “father of the nation” is no longer around. 

Mr. Tudjman, who steered Croatia to independence and through a four-year war 
after coming to power in 1990, is reportedly suffering from cancer and observers 
say he is unlikely to complete his second full term of office. 

“Those who decided to run against Tudjman now obviously think that whoever 
comes second has the best chance of succeeding him once he has gone," said one 
political analyst. 

The hidden premise in this argument is that none of the. top figures in Mr. 
Tudjman's ruling Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) has a chance of taking over 
when he dies and the future president is likely to come from the opposition. 

Yet the main opposing players are an uninspiring bunch and fairly ineffective as 
opposition to Mr. Tudjman. They also face the might of the state-controlled media 
which affords them little airtime and when it does, portrays them in a disparaging 
light. 

“Our television is the ruling party’s bulletin," Mr. Gotovac told Reuters in an 
interview. “We have been crying to reach the public for the past seven years and pre- 
sent our ideas, but we are being blocked. Hie blockade is absolute because the HDZ 
controls all the media.” 

The parties are fragmented and lack direction, have few dear policies and took 
weeks just to decide whether to run one joint candidate in the June 15 poll or to 
stand separately. 

Croatians are still reluctant to vote for the opposition for fear of the unknown — 


despite allegations of corruption in the ruling party and Mr. Tudjman's authoritari- 
an style. 

One Liberal Party leader told Reuters there was no point talking about his party's 
economic policies as it had no means in opposition of implementing them 

After 50 years of Communism. Croatia's democratic system is youns and oppo- 
sition politicians seem reluctant to accept that a strong opposition is viral for demo- 
cratic government to work. 

Small wonder then, that the public in its turn is reluctant to put its faith in them 

Mr. Gotovac was tipped to be presented as a joint candidate to challenge Mr 
Tudjman until Mr. Tomac broke ranks and forced his own candidacy despite oddo 
sition from his own and other parties. 

A former dissident whose curriculum vitae for the campaign describes him as 
“poet, essayist, philosopher, orator and politician", Mr. Gotovac won the support of 
nine parties. h OI 

He is the best eductmi and most articulate of the three and says he stands for the 
universal principles of freedom, democracy, social justice and common dccencv -- 
the qualities, he argues. Mr. Tudjman’s regime lacks 3 

“Running at these elections is a gesture aimed to show against all the odds that 
there is another Croatia which resists the present ruling style.. And that there al 
people who are displeased with it," he said. ^ 

But internal squabbling in his party, which is the natural home for Croatia’s urban 
elite and is split over whether to cooperate with the HDZ in local politics wZh 
him in the eyes of the conservative Croatian public. People still 
figures to those endowed with style. ^ ' co "filing 

Independent polls give 66-year-old Gotovac, who is perceived as tn im.iu , , 
for the majority of rural voters, an approval rating of around 15 cent Cual 

Mr. Tomac, standing for the former Communists now called Social Demure 

becauseofthc «*= s 

The moderately leftist party appears to be the main choice for rh„^ ^ „ 

the ruling party and are disappointed by the flirting of big cehtrist paSiT inr??* 
the liberals, with Tudjman and the HDZ. panres, including 

Mr. Tomac is a university professor who turned to politics in the Inr* i osrc 
Communism started falling apart. He credits himself for not leaving a J5?* Wh L en 
like many of his fonuer colleagues who joined the HDZ out of opporm Sh ' P 


By Ali Kassay 

AS SOME of the more 
astute readers may have 
noticed, 1 am rather fond of 
summer. In fact, 1 belong 
to that ilk that can hardly 
have enough warmth, and 
when it comes to singing 
the praises of this joyous 
season. I never tire of the 
act. though some of my 
interlocutors may. Still, 
there is so much that is 
beautiful about summer 
that one can go on for a 
long time (such as I appear 
to be doing) enumerating 
its virtues without repeti- 
tion. Among the many 
attractions of summer, per- 
haps one of the most 
charming is that it is the 
season for school leaving 
ceremonies and university 
graduations. 

" By straining the increas- 
ingly unfocused mind, 1 
can fling the memory back 
sufficiently to remember 
the days when 1 finished ^ 
schooL and later universi- 
ty. I can even remember 
the ambitions and high 
expectations which ray 
contemporaries and I had 
In those days far gone we 
did not have career guid- 
ance in schools, but we 
were all certain of what we 
would do. VVe were going 
to make a difference to our 
country and our society. 

We were going to change 
the world and make it" a 
better place for heroes to 
live in. Of course, this was 
all in the good old days 
before the national econo- 
my had started making 
remarkable and sustained 
growth at all levels and by 
all standards, as official 
, ^pronouncements frequent- 
ly remind usj as a result of 
iLviyfuch we were forced to 
curtail our dreams to one * 
that still seems overambi- * 
tious to the level of 
naivete, which is making 
ends meet. 

Still, this is not the 
moment to dwell upon 
reality. I recall all this 
background simply to 
explain the thrilled state of 
mind in which a friend of 
mine found himself when 
he was invited to address a 
university graduating class 
on their career prospects. 

As if, by a time warp, he 
was flung back to the days 
of his own graduation. His 
hopes and high expecta- 
tions were rejuvenated. It 
brought back all that was 
best and bravest in him. 

Being from the private 
sector, he felt that he had a 
chance to gain the gradu- 
ates’ confidence. He wa^ 
determined to respect this 
trust. He would address 
them candidly, but opti- 
mistically. He would speak 
about the brilliant future 
that awaits the graduates 
and the career prospects 
which are lined up before 
them. He would then con- 
clude by exhorting them to 
fulfil their responsibility 
towards their community 
and country and to be 
good, persevering and law 
abiding citizens who 
would build a better future 
for themselves and their 
children. 

Imagine his dismay, then, 
when he was met by a 
lukewarm reception that 
faded even moje and 
turned to scarcely stifled 
yawns when the graduates 
discovered the subsrana^ 
of his address. Feeling thaf 
he had missed the point, 
nnd that drastic measures 
were needed to salvage the 
situation, he brought his 
speech to an end and invit- 
ed his audience to ask him 
about whatever it was that 
interested them. 1 

This was the stunner. Our 
eager speaker discovered 
that the rows of young men 
and women lined up before 
him had but one thought on 
their mind. There was only 
one piece of advice that 
they wished from him: To 
which country they should 
emigrate. 

An older and a wiser man 
he woke the morrow mom. . 

Y ‘ 
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King says... 


{Continued from page 1} 

our armed forces and in 
every Jordanian soldier and 
recall the bright image 
which these forces have 
reflected about Jordan 
through their service with 
the UK peacekeeping 
forces around the world," 
the King added. 

Referring to the ex-ser- 
vicemen, the King said: 
“the retired officers who 
had offered distinguished 
service to the country 
deserve appreciation, and I 
was pleased and deeply 
satisfied to learn that the 
government was preparing 


(Continued from page 1) 
with IsraeL” 

The Israeli delegate said 
the employee was attempting 
to repair an electrical line 
providing services to civil- 
ians while the Lebanese team 
held that the electrical con- 
trol box was in a military 
zone closed to civilians, and 
used exclusively to provide 
power to a military position. 

The committee used the 
same terms, at Israel’s 
request, while discussing 
both incidents. 

When Beirut filed its com- 
plaint with the committee, it 
called the Israeli bombing a 
“violation" of the April 1996 
ceasefire accord under which 
Israel and Hizbollah agreed 
to spare civilians and not to 
launch attacks from inhabit- 
ed areas. In its statement, the 
committee did not use the 


Hosni Mubarak.. 

(Continued from page I) 

Syria's official Tishrin 
newspaper said Sunday that 
the plan being drawn up by 
the economy ministry would 
create “important facilities 
for free trade and interesting 
tax exemptions." 

The common market to 
group Syria, Egypt and Guff 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
members Bahrain. Kuwait 
Oman. Qatar. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), will also be open to 
other Arab states. Tishrin 


a draft amendment to the 
Jordan Economic and 
Social Organisation for 
Retired Servicemen 

(JESORS) law aiming to 
improve the retired soldiers 
social, moral and material 
conditions and open before 
them further avenues to 
contribute to the develop- 
ment of the nation ” 

He said “I do bless the 
government’s initiative in 
this respect and its work, on 
the draft law, and I look for- 
ward to seeing it finalised 
and implemented as soon as 
possible" 

In a reply message rhe 
prime minister said that the 
government will promptly 


term “violation.” 

“Israeli forces or those 
cooperating with them deto- 
nated roadside bombs in the 
area between Zillaya and 
Yohmor that resulted in the 
death of one person and the 
injury of another” the moni- 
toring group said. 

Mr. Bweiz expressed 
“hope that the committee is 
not influenced by the prevail- 
ing climate abroad.” 

The United States threat- 
ened Lebanon with retaliato- 
ry measures if it pushed for a 
U.N. resolution calling on 
Israel to pay damages for its 
shelling of a UK compound 
in Qana, Lebanon, a 
Lebanese official said Satur- 
day. 

The attack, which came 
during Israel’s 17-day April 
19% Grapes of Wrath opera- 
tion, killed 105 civilians. 


said. 

Syria’s Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam 
called Iasi week for an Arab 
economic conference to 
replace a regional forum 
scheduled for Qatar in 
November, so as to keep 
Israel out in the cold. - 

A ministerial meeting of the 
Damascus declaration, which 
groups Syria, Egypt and the 
GCC states, is due to be held 
in Damascus on June 28 and 
29.- 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Monday that 
economic matters would be 
addressed at the meeting. 


implement the Royal direc- 
tives. 

“The government will 
promptly embark on the 
introduction of an amend- 
ment to the JESORS law as 
soon as possible and under- 
lake executive measures to 
ensure the implementation 
of the law which would 
promote this organisation's 
activities,” said the prime 
minister. 

He said that with this 
amendment, the nation 
will benefit from the 
expertise of the retired offi- 
cers and their skills in the 
process of national build- 
ing. 

U.N. 

chief... 

( Continued from page 1 > 

Mr. Annan plans to send 
his undersecretary-general 
for political affairs, Sir Kier- 
an Prendergasi. to Israel to 
follow up on a U.N. General 
Assembly resolution which 
called for a halt in settlement 
construction. 

But U.N. spokesman Fred 
Eckhard said Monday that 
the Israelis had sent a letter 
to Mr. Annan “seeking fur- 
ther clarification” about the 
mission which had still noL 
received the green light from 
the Israeli government. 

Israel has continued to 
pose conditions for such a 
visit which is aimed at con- 
firming that work on the 
Jabal Abu Ghneim settle- 
ment has stopped. 

Mr. Annan is to report 
back to the U.N. General 
Assembly by June 25 under 
the resolution adopted in an 
emergency' session on April 
24. The Palestinians are 
warning they could recon- 
vene the emergency' session ■ 
on the issue. j 

After fruitless talks I 
between the Israelis and , 
Palestinians in Cairo Sun- 
day,' Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Monday that his government ' 
had no intention of freezing 
construction of the settle- 
ment or others. 


U.S. says... 

(Continued from page 1) 

Beirut with retaliation if it 
did not drop the resolution, 
saying be did not want “to 
betray the confidentiality of 
our diplomatic discussions.” 

The U.S. called on 
Lebanon to freeze the project 
and made clear that any nega- 
tive response would have 
repercussions on the renewal 
of the mandate of the United 
Nations Interim Forces In 
Lebanon,” a Lebanese official 
told AFP Saturday. 

The shelling, which killed 

105 Lebanese civilian 
refugees sheltering in the 
camp, occurred during Israel’s 
17-day Grapes of Wrath 
offensive in south Lebanon 
against the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah. 

A UK investigation said 
the Israeli bombardment of 
the Cana base was probably 
deliberate. 

A total 107 states voted in 
favour of the resolution, while 

Israel and the United States 
voted against and three others 
abstained. The fifth commit- 
tee — responsible for financ- 
ing — normally takes its deci- 

Palestinians 

order... 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. AJyan’s arrest, and 
police said he would be 
taken into custody if he left 
the autonomous Palestinian 
areas. 

In a related development. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu decided Tues- 
day to strip Mr. AJyan’s 
superior. Col. Tawfik 
Tirawi, of his Israeli-issued 
VIP card which allowed 
him to enter Israeli without 
being checked at army 
roadblocks. Israeli news 
reports have named Col. 
Tirawi as the key figure 
behind the killings of the 
land dealers, a charge he 
has denied. Israel and the 
Palestinians are engaged in 
a fierce battle over land in 
the West Bank, Gaza strip 
and east Jerusalem — the 
areas where the Palestini- 
ans hope to establish an 
independent state. Pales- 
tinians fear that land sold to 
Israelis in those areas will 
forever be lost for a Pales- 
tinian state. 


Lebanese minister... 


Islamists, have-nots threaten... 


(Continued from page 2) 

where a bloody Islamist 
insurgency is in its sixth 
year. 

“Our generation is a threat 
to the system,” said Rachid 
Bentahar, 30. who is not a 
fundamentalist. “It’s a sys- 
tem built for the rich.” 

It is also a system finely 
tuned to keep power in the 
hands of the king. 

Moroccans are being 
called to the polls four 
times in four months, start- 
ing with Friday’s local elec- 
tions and ending with a leg- 
islative ballot in September. 

Authorities promise that 
this time voting will be free 
and fair, unlike 1993 leg- 
islative elections that were 
fraught with irregularities. 

In fact, all signs point to 
an opposition win in the 
legislative elections. And 
for the first time, a funda- 
mentalist group, the Moder- 
ate Unification and Reform 
Movement, will be allowed 
to take part in elections 
even though it is banned. 

But Mohammad Abouha- 
jar, the fundamentalist, says 
he will not vote. 

*The king is the great sul- 


tan,” he said. “If a party 
wins, it must submit to the 
sultan. Our leader is the 
Koran,” the Muslim holy 
book. 

That is a risky statement 
in a country whose constitu- 
tion declares the king 
“sacred” and whose citizens 
refer to the monarch in 
whispered tones simply as 
“the boss.” 

King Hassan has so far 
been able to use his impec- 
cable religious credentials 
— he is a descendant of the 
Prophet Mohammed and 
bears the title Commander 
of the Faithful — to manage 
fundamentalists fearful of 
being perceived as bad 
Muslims. “Our goal is to get 
rid of this official Islam,” 
said Fathallah Arsalan, 
spokesman for the banned 
Justice and Spirituality 
Movement, a more militant 
fundamentalist group that 
has strong support in some 
labour and professional 
unions and among the urban 
poor. 

Both main fundamentalist 
movements seek improved 
social justice and a nation 
more firmly centred on its 
Islamic identity. 


But “globalisation” is the 
buzz word of Morocco’s 
leaders, and it starts with an 
accord for a free trade zone 
with the European Union by 
2008. 

To set the stage, Morocco 
is improving its human 
rightsjecord. tackling drug 
trafficking and converting 
state companies to private 
ownership. 

Thirteen years of econom- 
ic restructuring have 
already squeezed the have- 
nots. and there is no sign a 
new era will make room for 
people like Bentahar. 
Unemployed since getting a 
law degree in 1992, he 
feeds his wife and 7-month- 
old son with odd jobs. 

The National Association 
of Unemployed University 
Graduates. which has 
repeatedly staged sit-ins. 
says it has 20,000 members 
and claims there are hun- 
dreds of thousands like 
them. The official unem- 
ployment rate is 18.7 per 
cent, but some experts esti- 
mate one-third of educated 
young people in cities do 
not have jobs. 

Many people doubt the 
elections will bring signifi- 


cant change. 

“You could give the oppo- 
sition the position of prime 
minister, foreign minister, 
you name it, and that would 
mean nothing." said Henry 
Munson Jr., an American 
expen on Morocco who 
was an observer in the 1993 
elections. Despite discon- 
tent, King Hassan remains 
Morocco’s unifying force, 
making the question of his 
health a prime concern. 

The 67-year-old monarch, 
who was hospitalised in 
New York with pneumonia 
in 1 995, has shown no sign 
of shifting power to his son, 
Crown Prince Sidi Moham- 
mad. 

“There is a widespread 
sense the government is 
going to be vulnerable 
when he dies,” Mr. Munson 
said from Washington, 
adding it is the fundamen- 
talists who could best 
“exploit that vulnerability.” 

Will the king’s health be 
an issue in the elections? 

“That’s taboo,” said Omar 
Zidi, head of the Moroccan 
Association of Human 
Rights. “The king is never 
sick.” 


Arafat met secretly with 
Iraqi diplomat — reports 


Israel warns Syria 
against any attack 


(Contmned from page 2) - 

autonomous Palestinian 
areas created under the 
Oslo peace accords with 
Israel. 

“It may even be the first 
meeting since the first Oslo 
accords were signed” in 
1993 he said. 

“As far as Arafat is con- 
cerned, he sees that Iraq has 
started to sell oil and has 
returned to the world 
arena,” Mr. Baram said, 
referring to a recent easing 
of the UK embargo 
imposed on Baghdad fol- 
lowing the 1991 Gulf war. 

“Mr. Arafat has never 


wanted to rely on another 
Arab player, not even 
Egypt. He has long 
believed that his indepen- 
dence derives from the 

manoeuvring space 

between forces in the Arab 
World available to him,” he 
said. 

The reported meeting 
between Mr. Arafat and the 
Iraqi official came during a 
visit by the Palestinian 
leader to Amman for talks 
with King Hussein. 

The King has been one of 
the most outspoken sup- 
porters of lifting the sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 


(Continued from page 2) 

intermittent peace talks 
without solving their dis- 
pute over the fate of the 
Golan Heights. 

Syria wants back the 
strategic plateau Israel 
captured in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war in exchange 
for peace. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu opposes with- 
drawal from the area. 

The arch-rivals have not 
held talks in over a year. 

Tension between the 
two countries soared last 
September when Syria 
moved thousands of its 


troops in Lebanon to 
within striking range of 
the Golan. Damascus said 
then the realignment was 
defensive. 

Mr. Biran also called on 
the international commu- 
nity to prevent Iran from 
obtaining long-range mis- 
siles which could reach 
Israel. 

“This must be prevented 
and I think the nations of 
the world that desire a 
proper path, should also 
pledge themselves to pre- 
venting this,” Mr. Biran 
told the radio. 


Rasheed starts... 


(Continued from page 1) 

was in the fifties." 

According to the minister, 
the record of the Ministry 
of Interior (which is 
responsible for licensing, 
following up on organisa- 
tional affairs, amending 
bylaws, and monitoring 
annual budgets and finan- 
cial resources of political 
parties as is indicated in 
articles 13, 19, 21, 22, and 
23 of the law) speaks for 
itself in supporting and 
encouraging organised 
political work in the King- 
dom. 

Based on the democratic 
process that was initiated 
by His Majesty and has 
become a way of life for 
Jordanians. Mr. Rasheed 
said, the ministry has not 
rejected the application of 
any political party, bringing 
to 28 the number of parties 
that have been licensed 
since 1992. 

“We have since approved 
two major mergers.” he 
said. “On Sept. 7, 1995. we 


approved the merger of 
three political panics under 
the banner of the Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic Party. 
On May 6. 1997. the merg- 
er of nine other political 
parties under the title of the 
National Constitutional 
Party was also approved, 
thus reducing the number 
of parties from 28 to I S. 

Furthermore, and in con- 
formity with the constitu- 
tion and the law. “we con- 
sider political parties as 

national institutions that 
contribute to the building 
and the development of the 
country. Even party 
employees are considered 
as public employees and 
their funds as public 
money.” he said. 

“While the ministry is 
willing and ready to pro- 
vide all support for political 
parties, in accordance with 
the law and democratic 
principles, it stresses, based 
on these principles, the 
need for them to uphold all 
constitutional and legal 
provisions which we are all 


keen on preserving for the 
sake of protecting our 
democracy.’' he added. 

".Any violation of the law 
by any party is therefore an 
infringement on democra- 
cy," 

“Article 19 of rhe Politi- 
cal Parries Law. in particu- 
lar, stipulates that financial 
resources of ponies must be 
Jordanian, local, known, 
and defined," the minister 
stated. The article allows 

donations and contributions 
but only if they were made 
by Jordanian citizens. The 
amount of these individual 
donations should not 
exceed JD 5.000 per year, 
according to the law. 

Mr. Rasheed. who is also 
a member of the Senate, 
stressed that the best way to 
protect and strengthen 
democracy and pluralism is 
to make sure that the politi- 
cal parties abide b> the 
1992 law — • whether in 
recruiting members, raising 
funds and maintaining their 
independence — jnd that 
the professional associa- 


tions leave political work to 
the political parties them- 
selves. 

"If this is not done, we 
have to resort lo the consti- 
tution which clearly stipu- 
lates that unless the estab- 
lishment of such organisa- 
tions has been allowed by 
the constitution, they can- 
not be set up and permitted 
to operate in the first 
place.” he said. 

Mr. Rasheed would not 
comment on recent press 
repons of irregularities 
found in the books and 
records of some political 
parties. He would only say 
that should violations be 
Found, those concerned 
would be liable for prose- 
cution. 

"The courts will then 
decide the kind of punish- 
ment they will receive, 
including losing their 
licence.” he said. “While 
we do nor want lo reach that 
point. 1 am hoping that the 
law will be observed by all 
groups in the Kingdom.” 


Crown Prince criticises... 


Bahrain forces... 


(Continued from page I) 


the point of departure. 

The Regent said Jor- 
dan will” continue to 
move towards more 
democratisalion and 
political openness with 
the well-being of citi- 
zens and the "provision 
of decent and dignified 
lives for them topping 
its national priorities. 

Responding to a ques- 
tion, Prince Hassan 
said that Jordan’s poli- 
cy has always been 
predicated on “inclu- 
sion of all and exclu- 
sion of none in soci- 
ety.” 

But he said this inclu- 
sion should go beyond 
parliamentary partici- 
pation to the full mobil- 
isation of civic society 
under the rule of law. 

Prince- Hassan 

stressed the centralism 
of Jordan’s policies 


which are in harmony 
with the cenrrist mes- 
sage of Islam but 
emphasised that when 
it comes to "radical and 
important issues like 
Jerusalem... we are rad- 
ical tin demanding our 
rights).” 

Prince Hassan urged 
more focus on anthro- 
politics. or politics for 
people, underlining the 
need to highlight 
shared values between 
followers of the three 
monotheistic religions. 

Stating that bilateral- 
ism is becoming a relic 
of the past in a world 
that is becoming 
increasingly smaller, 
the Regent called for 
more cooperation 
among countries of the 
region in order to better 
.serve the interest of the 
peoples of the area. 


(Continued from page I) 

“Security officials 
attempted lo convince the 
people to leave quietly to 
maintain security and 
order. But when they 
failed to respond and con- 
tinued their rioting and 
security violations, the 
security- authorities took 
the necessary measures to 
disperse this gathering 
and restore calm and order 
in the area.” the GNA 
report said. 

"Some of the elements 
who instigated unrest and 
illegitimate gatherings 
were arrested.” 

Witnesses said Mon- 
day’s protests were over 
the death of Abdul Zahra 
Ibrahim Abdullah. 27. 
who was arrested during 
anti-government protests 
in Sanabis on June 1. 

A government official 
told Reuters Saturday that 
Mr. Abdullah was freed 


on June 3 and his later 
death was from natural 
causes unrelated to his 
arrest. 

The London-based 
Bahrain Freedom Move- 
ment said in a statement 
seiu to an international 
news organisation that he 
died after being beaten In- 
security forces? 

"The protests were 
against the martyrdom of 
Mr. Abdullah.” said a wit- 
ness in Sanabis. 

More than two dozen 
people have been killed in 
more than two years of 
anli-govemment protests 
in the Gulf Arab slate. 
Hundreds of people have 
been an-csled. 

Members of the island's 
majority Shiite communi- 
ty have waged sporadic 
protests, bombings and 
arson attacks * since 
December 1994 to press 
the Sunni-led government 
lo implement reforms. 



• ROmiOOKMNAN 


| We're treating you to 200 free tickets 
* on the 20th anniversary of our 
Amman - New York route. 



Wve come a long way since July 1 1 . 1977 when w first flew bo * een 
Amman and New York. Twenty yeais. we think, calls for an all - our 
treat for you. So during the month of July, well he raffling free rctmdmp 
tickets on ewgy flight on this rot&j for a total of 200 winnox. Fly Royal 
Jordanian lo New York and criebrae our annhrersarv with us. 
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Jordan doubles Palestinian workers 
exports to Qatar suffer from Israeli 

By Tareq Ayyoub Jordan's volume of trade TT S3 VS 

Special to the Jordan Times with the Gulf emirate did not vivuuivj, ^ 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
exports to Qatar aJmost dou- 
bled last year compared with 

1995 figures while the Gulf 
emirate exports dropped 
slightly, a report by the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce indicated Tuesday. 

The report, released after a 
meeting between Sheikh 
Abdullah Ben Ahmad AJ 
Thani. the chairman of 
Qatar’s Chamber of Trade 
and Industry and Yana! 
Boustami. the acting head of 
the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, showed that the 
Kingdom’s exports to Qatar 
reached JD17.9 million in 

1996 compared with JD9.9 
million in the previous year. 

The report said that most 
of Jordan's exports were 
sheep, dairy products, fruits 
and vegetables, cement, 
medicine, textile and leather, 
cosmetic products and food- 
stuffs. 

The figures showed that 
Qatar has exported JD6.2 
million worth of goods in 
1996 compared with JD6.4 
million in the previous year. 
The exports were mostly 
chemical products, poly- 
eihyline and organic com- 
pounds. 

According to the report, 
the balance of trade between 
the two countries was 
JD11.6 million in favour of 
Jordan in 1996 compared 
with JD4J million in the 
previous year. 


Jordan's volume of trade 
with the Gulf emirate did not 
plunge dramatically follow- 
ing the 1991 crisis as was the 
case with other Gulf Coop- 
eration Council states. 

In 1991. Jordan's exports 
to Qatar totalled JD10.4- mil- 
lion while in 1992 it 
declined to JD8.3 million 
before rising to JD9.9 mil- 
lion in 1993. 

During the talks held Tues- 
day at the Chamber of Com- 
merce and attended also by 
Tourism Minister Aqel Bai- 
taji. the two sides explored 
ways to intensify joint ven- 
tures where the Qatari busi- 
nessmen can invest in Jor- 
dan. 

The visit comes in line 
with the improvement of ties 
with the Gulf emirate fol- 
lowing a visit last month by 
' Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali to Doha where he 
called upon Qatari execu- 
tives to come to Jordan and 
do business with their Jor- 
danian counterparts. 

Among the projects that 
Jordan is encouraging Qatar 
to launch is a gas pipeline 
from Qatar to the King- 
dom’s southern port of 
Aqaba where it will find its 
way to European markets. 

The Gulf emirate is 
expected to hqst the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA ) summit in Novem- 
ber. Several European, 
American. Asian and Mid- 
dle East countries, including 
Israel, are expected to 
attend. 


World Bank chief 
backs Lebanon’s 
Hariri in debt dispute 


BEIRUT (R) — World 
Bank President James 
Wolfensohn threw his sup- 
port behind Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri in a public 
debate over Lebanon's bal- 
looning public debt, saying 
he would act just like Mr. 
Hariri if he were running 
the country. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said that 
even though he was con- 
cerned abouL the high level 
of Lebanon’s debt he trust- 
ed the “financial good 
sense" of Mr. Hariri's gov- 
ernment. 

His remarks at a news 
conference in Beirut fol- 
lowed an outspoken call 
last week by Francois 
Bassil. president of the 
Lebanese Banks Associa- 
tion. for Mr. Hariri to curb 
the debt and lower interest 
rates to get the economy 


moving. 

Mr. Bassil said the gov- 
ernment's massive budget 
deficits and the mounting 
public debt were. endanger- 
ing everything Mr. Hariri 
had achieved in the past 
four years in his multi-bil- 
lion dollar drive to rebuild 
Lebanon. 

However, Mr. Wolfen- 
sohn said in response to a 
question at the news confer- 
ence that he believed it was 
necessary to act fast and 
take risks when a country 
was emerging from a con- 
flict like Lebanon's 1975- 
90 civil war. 

“It seems to me that when 
you're trying to do a lot 
very quickly after a conflict 
you either have a choice of 
meeting peacetime stan- 
dards or possibly talcing 
risks in order to get things 


GENEVA (R) — 

Israel’s closure of the 
occupied Arab territo- 
ries and construction of 
new Jewish settlements 
produced greater eco- 
nomic and social hard- 
ship among Palestini- 
ans last year, the Inter- 
national Labour Organ- 
isation (ILO) has said. 

The United Nations . 
agency, in a report by 
its Director General 
Michel Hansenne, also 
said there was “no evi- 
dence” that stringent 
closures had been 
effective in preventing 
guerrilla activity- 
w With employment 
prospects for workers 
in the occupied territo- 
ries “very dim.” the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) must 
create a large number 
of permanent jobs “if 
the risk of serious 
social and political 
upheaval is to be avert- 
ed.” the ILO said. 

“The employment 
and income. ..of work- 
ers of the occupied ter- 
ritories has steadily 
deteriorated since the 
signing of the Oslo 
agreements in 1993,“ it 
said. 

According to the 
Palestinian Ministry of 
Labour, there have 
been 392 working days 
of total closure 
between 1993 and 
1996. including 99 last 
year. 

The intensification of 
closures last year was 
compounded by a rapid 
rise in the number of 
new settlements and 
the massive roadworks 
programme underway 
to interconnect them 
with Israel and occu- 

S ied Jerusalem through 
ypass. roads, accord- . 
ing to the KO report:’ 

"In the short-term the 
obvious priority should 
be to establish the con- 
ditions for the normal 
operation of a labour 
market, in particular 
the removal of hin- 
drances to the move- 
ment of people and 
goods within and 
among the territories 
and across borders,” 
the 35-page report 
added. 

The annual "Report 
on the Situation of 
Workers of the Occu- 
pied Arab Territories” 
was issued to the ILO’s 
174 member states, 
holding their interna- 


tional labour confer- 
ence until June 19. 
Israel's delegation was 
expected to respond in 
debate. 

This year's miest of 
honour will be His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
who is also expected to 
back the report in his 
June 13 speech. 

The report is based 
on an ILO mission to 
Israel and the occupied 
Arab territories from 
Feb. 21 -March 5, the 
20th such investigation 
since 1978. 

Regarding the 99 clo- 
sure days throughout 
the territories in 1996, 
"39 comprised a total 
siege of the cities of 
the^ West Bank,” 
according to the statis- 
tics of the PNA. 

Partial closures, dur- 
ing which workers 
were permitted to trav- 
el to Israel, were 
effected for 28 days, it 
added. 

“As a consequence of 
the inability to go to 
their jobs, a fair num- 
ber of Palestinian 
workers had corre- 
sponding portions of 
their wages withheld 
by Israeli” employers.” 
ILO said. 

“Although the justifi- 
cation for these mea- 
sures has always been 
to combat terrorism 
following acts of vio- 
lence committed by 
Palestinians, closure of 
this type has been 
enforced even as a pre- 
ventive security mea- 
sure and there is no 
evidence of the effec- 
tiveness of such strin- 
gent measures against 
terrorism/* the report 
added. 

“There - is, on the 
other hand, ample evi- 
dence of -the economic 
and social hardship it 
causes among the 
Palestinians,” it point- 
ed out. 

Closures also affect- 
ed education and train- 
ing. 

“Settlement expan- 
sion more often than 
not presupposes the 
confiscation of Arab- 
owned land, often 
comprising olive 
moves and pasture, 
thus having the added 
negative economic 
effect of weakening the 
means of livelihood 
available to Palestini- 
ans,” ILO emphasised. 



Andy Capp 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 10/06/S7 18:30 


US Dollar 

- 

1.7169 

DE Mark 

05824 

- 

GB Sterling 

1*385 

2*155 

CH Franc 
JP Yen 


119*5 

1*237 

CA Dollar 

0.7209 

ffl/AFL 

IT Lira 

0*006 

1*106 

NL Guilder 

05177 

88*6 

FR Franc 

0.1721 

0*955 




259 1.3*72 

5.56 1*077 

2*729 
0*618 
1*311 


1.9316 
1.1249 
3.1849 
133*5 4.0276 

5.1544 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


. .Currency. : . 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
GB SterlUng 
Bahrain Dinar 
- Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 0*5 
Egyptian | o*9& 


17*0 17*5 

18.95 18*0 

17.50 17*5 

17*5 17*3 

190.00 


0.7080 3.7500 0*770 3.6398 | 0.3020 

5*966 05325 5.1410 

0.1888 0.1005 0.97 0.0805 

1*780 9*472 9*5 0*011 

0.1945 1*303 1*303 - 0.0830 

2*444 12*172 1*483 12.05 

0.1928 1*210 0.1026 0.9910 0*82 2 

0*609 2*414 0*454 2*697 0.1966 

0*092 1.1078 0.1114 1*753 0*892 


Mid-East Currencies 






SARlyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 

0*687 

0*723 

3*113 

0*770 

1*452 

0*581 

0*677 

5.68828 

455581 

3.3396 

0.16276 

0.16618 

2*2102 

1*1891 

1.1864 

0.38462 

0*927 

4.77555 

3.82555 

2.8041 

30.0454 

30*767i 

.373.134 

298*64 

218.949 


Metal Prices 


. Metal . 


Gold (oz’s) 3435 

Silver (oz's) 4.78 

Platinum (oz’s) 4405 
AL (3 Months) 1608 
CU {3 Months) 25085 25095 

Zinc (3 Months) 1382 1363 

Lead (3 Months 641 642 

Nl (3 Months) 7290 7310 


Currency De posit Rates (Bid 



6.06 
6*8 

0.46 0.68 0.75 0.93 

2.94 3*6 3.05 3.12 

3.38 3*7 351 354 

1*8 1.31 1.37 1.40 

6.92 6*8 6.75 6.77 


Main Equity indices 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


. . Index: . 


DOW JONES 
S&P 500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


.Value 


7563*5 





2664.18 

3665.01 



Com 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar fS/ton) 
Wheat ($/ton)' 
Soya (c/lbs) - 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (5/bsh) 
Rice (S/ton) 



7478.06 1 74785 
862*4 

1.08 4737.4 I 4678* 4686.7 

1.53 20562* 1 20227* 20223* 

-0.82 2679.85 

-0.07 3670.63 1 3648*5 1 3667.43 


* JOD Cross Rates 


I KETB BEKS 


US Dollar 
GB Stertling 
DEMark 
• CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen . 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 


urce: Central 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Tortoise rival 
5 — Bed (Bronte 
pen name) 

10 Fashion 

14 Veneration 
receiver 

15 Olympian Nurmi 

16 Algerian port 

17 Rotatable disk 


19 Poker holding 

20 1717 league 

23 Chum 

24 Revised 

25 “Eight Bells’ 


31 Use 

32 Judicial wear 

33 Shipping initials 

36 Treasures 

37 Witch gathering 

38 Osaka Bay city 

39 Native: suff. 

40 Incus and 




41 Powerful 

liRgHHH | 

financier 
42 Steadfast 
44 Affront 

47 Work unit 

48 Unfair principle 

54 Malevolent t 

55 Damp 

by Anthony R. Mupo 

56 Squad or act 
start 

58 Surfeit 

59 — Gorda 

60 Responsibility 


61 Knowledge 

12 Ball, e.g. 

gauge 

13 Finished 

62 Fan behind 

21 Gloomy cover 

63 Beast 

22 Roman date 




DOWN 

1 Secreted 

2 Door to ore 

3 Crowd noise 

4 Grammatical 
omission 

5 Handsome one 

6 Bistro 

7 — Dzong, India 

8 Racetrack 

9 Aristocrats 

10 Delicate fabric 

11 Praying figure; 
in art 


26 Currier partner 

27 Appoint 

28 Treat unfairly 

29 Wretched 
abode 

30 Corpulent 

■ 33 River crossing 

34 Woodwind 

35 Buckle 

37 Scorn 

38 Kind of court 

40 Account 

41 Fowl or owl 

42 Rent to another 


□□Q O000Q 


qghq 

[{3QDQQ QQQ 

SHBq oesna nnnn 

BBS Blip 




43 intellectual 

44 That is, to 
Caesar 

45 Celestial 
dazzlers 

46 Behooves 


49 Tart 

50 Actress Louise 

51 Italian province 

52 Toll 

53 Sullen 

57 Mao — tuna 


HOROSCOPE-: 

FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
11,1997 

By Thomas 5- Pierson , ; 

Astrologer, Carroll . 

Right? r Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You will be 
faced today with a situa- 
tion where you most 
decide between several 
new projects, however, 
don't base your decision 
solely on intuition, taler 
this evening will fee. a 
good time to seek knowl- 
edgeable people. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) A trip you have 
been planning needs to be 
arranged more precisely 
today if you are to avoid a 
.costly - setback. You 
should not neglect press- 
ing property matters 
which have been put 
aside and roust be dealt 
with. 

GEMINI; (May 2) to 
June 21) A dynamic fide 1 
low associate has some; 
fine ideas to offer today, 
so listen carefully to tins 
person. Take iteasy laier 
this evening, and get 
plenty of rest for the days 
ahead coulcf be quite 7 
stressful if you are not 
prepared. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) It is 
very important that you 
stop procrastinating con- 
cerning some important 
obligation and get it com- 
pleted as a sign of thor- 
oughness to a superior. A 
longtime friend can help 
with this, so don't be so 
reserved. - 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) tf you have been 
somewhat concerned 
today about a health mat- 
- ter, this is a good time' to 
make the necessary 
appointments with • pro- 
fessionals. Later this 
evening will be good for 
spending quality time 
with your mate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Routine 
chores may seem some- 
what boring today, how- 
ever, handle them quickly 
• so you . will have the time 
for more important raat- 
fAars. Later this evening is 
good for discussing with 
a bigwig your ideas for 
success with business 
activities. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get busy 
answering letters and 
paying bills which have 
been piling up for some 
time. Meet with a friend 
you want as a fellow busi- 
ness associate and iron 
out the details for a plan 
of action which will bring 
success. ' 

SCORPIO: (October- 23 
to November 21) Focus 
your attention on finan- 
cial and property matters 
today, and improve them 
considerably. Thke-it easy 
later this evening, and get 
to bed early so that ybu- 
are prepared to handle 
any difficult business' 
matters. - - , 

SAGITTARIUS: - (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Try to add to your 
present, progress today, 
and use more efficient 
methods than in previous 
days. If you go out social- 
ly later this evening, stick 
with close friends who 
will be looking out for 
your best interests! 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20)- Be 
certain to keep nnj) 
promises you have made 
to your mate today, or a 
big disagreement could 
ensue. Be more affection- 
ate with him or her and 
show the attention which 
is desired thereby to 
maintain harmony. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Even 
if it is a bit difficult to'P 
handle today, do aTavour 
for a friend who is in a 
tight spot. You will be 
repaid in spades for youf 
effort. Later this evening 
will be good for spending 
time with close friends. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A superior has 
ooen keeping an eye on 
your career . activities 
today, so be sure to put 
your best foot forward. 
* ou should not allow 
^yone -to disrupt your 
schedule, since you could 
have many obligations to 
finish. 

Birthstone of June: 
Pearl — Moon Stone :. 
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UAE fights uphill battle to restore balance in workforce 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is fighting an 
uphill battle to persuade 
locals to take on jobs in 
-£the private sector and 
loosen the dominance of 
Asians in the workforce. 

A recruitment agency 
has opened for Em iritis 
for the first time, 
although most locals are 
put off by the relatively 
low pay and long work- 
ing hours of the private 
sector. 

“Our aim is ro help 
Emiratis get a better 

understanding of the 
needs and constraints of 
the private sector." said 
the director of Target 
Management Services, 


Alaa Awayes. 

“The demand for work 
from locals is on the rise 
while the public sector, 
which recruits most 
(UAE) nationals, is satu- 
rated," he said. 

Mr. Awayes told AFP 
that his agency has 
received 500 applica- 
tions from Emirati job- 
hunters since it was 
launched two months, 
along with 1,200 from 
nationals of other Arab 
countries. 

Official figures show 
that some 15,000 Emi- 
raris are looking for a 
job, but the private sec- 
tor prefers to rely on the 
skilled but lower paid 
expatriate workforce. 


Thanks ro its oil 
wealth,, the UAE gross 
national product per 
capita ranked among the 
highest in the world at 
S 18,200 in 1996. 

Emiratis benefit from a 
cradle-to-the-grave wel- 
fare system, which pro- 
vides free education, 
medical care, plots of 
land and even finance for 
weddings to discourage 
local men from taking 
foreign brides. 

The number of Emiratis 
in the insurance and 
banking sector is no 
higher than 12 per cent 
out of a workforce of 
1 2,000, according to 
official estimates. 

“The low salaries in the 


private sector, lack of 
social security, and 
working hours which are 
incompatible with our 
customs are hardly an 
incentive for nationals " 
said Emirad journalist 
Kefaya A1 Sharaf. 

But a steep rise in the 
number of university 
graduates and the grow- 
ing presence of women 
on the job market has 
spurred the authorities to 
step up their campaign. 

The government has 
repeatedly warned ag- 
ainst the expansion of the 
Asian workforce, mostly 
from the Indian subconti- 
nent. 

Foreigners already ac- 
count for between 70 and 


SO per cent of the 2.3 
million population, 
according to unofficial 
estimates, and academics 
calculate that the share 
of nationals has been 
falling each year. 

In 1996, the UAE 
expelled more than 
170,000 foreigners 
whose papers were not in 
order and has toughened 
legislation on immigra- 
tion. 

Over the last two years, 
the government has ad- 
opted a string of mea- 
sures to encourage locals 
to take over various sec- 
tors of the economy. 

But businessman Mah- 
moud Karaillah said that 
“Emiratis do not want to 


integrate and they are 
avoiding the private sec- 
tor " while a Dubai offi- 
cial said “a transition 
period is needed for peo- 
ple to break their habits.” 

A law which banned 
non-Gulf sailors from 
captaining fishing ves- 
sels has prevented many 
boats from going out to 
sea, the official noted, 
asking not to be identi- 
fied. 

Another regulation 
passed in December that 
barred foreign lawyers 
from appearing in UAE 
courts was eased last 
month to exempt some 
foreigners, in particular 
Egyptians and Sudanese. 
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Beat 



Bank of Jordan boosts net profit 
by 32.7% and deposits by 19% 

* * AMONG A number of higher growth figures, the 
Bank of Jordan succeeded in boosting net profit by 
32.7 per cent, deposits by 19 pier cent and credits by 7.7 
per cent. Board Chairman Tawfiq Fakhouri told the 
general assembly that net profit, after taking various 
allowances and bad debts into account, shot up by 
ID 1 .6 million, from JD4.9 million posted at the end of 
1995 to JD6.5 million at the end of 1996. 

Mr. Fakhouri said deposits grew by JD73.1 million as 
the amount ar the end of last year reached JD457.6 mil- 
lion from JD384.5 million recorded in 1995. The cred- 
it portfolio increased from JD211.7 milli on to JD228.0 
million in 1996. 

According to the profit and loss statement, the bank 
earned JD4S.7 million from interest and commission 
last year (JD37.5 million in 1995). The statement 
showed net profit after tax amounting to JD5.1 milli on 
(JD2.9 milli on in 1995). The figures in the balance 
sheet revealed total assets increased from JD456.9 mil- 
lion to JD534.2 milli on, a rise of JD773 milli on or 17 
per cent over the 1995 total. If off-balance sheet items 
are included the total would amount to JD598.3 milli on 
compared to JD523.2 million in 1995. 

The bank had a JD32.8 million net investments in 
treasury bills, bonds and shares at the end of 1996 com- 
pared to JD49.I million at the end of the preceding 
year. Of the amount, about JD13.2 million were invest- 
ments in government development bonds, treasury bills 
and other government-guaranteed debentures of public 
institutions and companies. The remaining JD19.6 mil- 
lion were the value of shares owned by the bank. 

Mr. Fakhouri assured the shareholders that the bank 
gives top priority to have sufficient liquidity even at the 
expense of achieving better profitability. He noted thai 
cash liquidity measured an average 57 per cent in 1996. 
The chair man also highlighted thai the bank’s capital 
adequacy ratio was nearly 12 per cent, higher than the 
10 per cent ratio required by the Central Bank. 

The chairman said the board of directors intends to 
raise the bank's capital to become JD2 1 million instead 
of JD10.5 million before the end of this year. He said 
the general assembly will be called for an extraordinary 
meeting soon to discuss this matter. It is expected that 
a half share bonus be distributed for a total of JD5.25 
million and that the remaining JD5.25 million be float- 
ed in share subscription (AI Dustour + A1 Ra'i + A1 
Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. - By Glasbergen 





“When you die, your life will flash 
before your eyes and it will be 
nothing but old TV shows.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mke Arjjlriao 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
i^j-one (fitter to each square, to term 
Otour onfinary wonts. 
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WHAT THE IN- 
SECTS TURNIP 
Td£ BABY’S 
OUTING INTO. 


Now arrange ihe circled tetters to 
form toe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by toe above cartoon. 


Amwor hem : A “ STTTTI ” [HU 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


(Answers Monday) 
HUMAN CROAK . FEMALE SECEDE 
A moody antet can do this - 
MAKE A SCENE 


World Bank approves $8.8m in loans to West Bank 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The World Bank Mon- 
day approved two cred- 
its” totalling $8.8 mil- 
lion to help the Pales- 
tinian (National) Au- 
thority (PNA) improve 
its judicial system and 
attract Palestinian 
expatriates to advise 
the government. 

The bank said the 
first loan, of S5.5 mil- 
lion, would help the 
PNA put in place a 
legal framework to 
increase the efficiency 


of the judicial process 
and to encourage pri- 
vate-sector investment. 

The project will 
involve drafting a uni- 
fied set of modern 
business laws and 
improvement of court 
administration, as well 
as the training of 
judges, prosecutors and 
court personnel. 

“By equipping the 
judiciary with the req- 
uisite know-how and 
suitable facilities to 
handle modern busi- 


ness transactions, the 
project aims to help 
remove a serious obsta- 
cle to foreign invest- 
ment,” the bank said in 
a statement. 

The second loan, 
totalling S3.3 million, 
would be used to 
attract Palestinian pro- 
fessionals abroad to 
help manage depart- 
ments in government 
ministries and agencies 
or to serve in senior 
technical positions, the 
bank said. 


About 150 Palestin- 
ian professionals were 
expected to be recruit- 
ed under the project, 
which would finance 
their relocation allow- 
ances. 

Both loans will be 
drawn from the trust 
fund for Gaza and West 
Bank, each with a 40- 
year maturity, includ- 
ing a 10-year grace 
period before repay- 
ment stans. 


BIS signals potential of euro currency 


BASEL, Switzerland 
(AFP) — The Bank For 
International Settle- 
ments (BIS) this week 
highlighted the role of 
the future euro single 
currency as a force in 
the world economy and 
as a reserve currency. 

International reserves 
held in European cur- 
rencies are far too low 
compared with, the 
potential importance of 
the euro zone in terms 
of output and world 
trade, it said. 

The international role 


of the euro would 
depend in part on how 
it was used as an 
anchor currency by 
countries outside the 
Group of Ten (G-10), 
the report said. 

In Russia, develop- 
ment of trade with 
Europe might eventual- 
ly drive financiers to 
favour the euro. 

Recent forward prices 
for the dollar signalled 
that the currency might 
give up some of its 
recent gains in favour 
of the euro. 


Financial markets had 
come round to the view 
that the single currency 
is likely to De launched 
and had taken a stance 
on which countries are 
likely to qualify next 
year for the launch, the 
BIS said. 

“The convergence of 
bond yields in Europe 
is consistent with a 
similar convergence of 
inflation and fiscal 
prospects,” the BIS 
said in its annual 
report. 

BIS economists said 


that they had measured 
investor sentiment by 
yields on interest rate 
swap contracts on 
derivative markets. 

Regarding the author- 
ities, the BIS said: “It 
is all the more impor- 
tant that European 
countries pursue firm 
macroeconomic and st- 
ructural policies so as 
to avoid doubts about 
their eventual partici- 
pation that might cause 
domestic interest rates 
to rise and undermine 
their fiscal position.” 


Malaysia proposes M.E., Asia-Pacific forum 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP) — Act- 
ing Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim has 
proposed establishing 
of a forum between 
Middle East and Asia- 
Pacific nations to dis- 
cuss mutual interests. 

“Considering the 
importance of the Mid- 
dle East as our suppli- 
er of energy and con- 
sidering our historical 
links, it is surprising 
that ties between our 
two regions have not 
been stronger,” Mr. 
Anwar said at the 
opening of a two-day 
Asia Oil and Gas Con- 


ference. 

“Perhaps the time 
has come to set up a 
forum to address 
issues of mutual inter- 
est, starting with oil 
and gas,” he told more 
than 100 delegates 
from about 25 nations 
at the conference 
organised by the Asian 
' Strategy and Leader- 
ship Institute. 

Mr. Anwar did not 
indicate whether the 
forum should be at 
government or busi- 
ness level, or both. 

Reasons for such a 
forum include the 
“increasingly competi- 


tive global environ- 
ment, which is mak- 
ing the Middle East 
nations need new and 
larger markets for their 
products. 

“As the world's 
engine of economic 
owth, the Asia- 
acific region is ready 
and willing,” he said. 
“Oil companies, par- 
ticularly national oil 
companies from the 
regions, would be in 
the position to lead the 
way.” 

The oil industry is 
conservative and dom- 
inated by a few giant * 
companies, but there is 


a new breed of nation- 
al oil companies 
emerging from * the 
Asia-Pacific as signifi- 
cant players, he said. 

“Perhaps the Middle 
East oil companies 
would do well to con- 
sider them as potential 
partners,” he said. 

“’Golden opportuni- 
ties are there for the 
taking, if only we 
would combine our 
strengths and re- 
sources to ensure our 
place in the interna- 
tional energy market,” 
he added. 


Exposition highlights 
Jordanian women 
activities in services, 
production of goods 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a bid ro 
introduce the achievements 
of Jordanian women in 
both the production of 
goods and sen-ices sectors, 
the Business and Profes- 
sional Women Club 

(BPWC) is holding a one- 
day exposition Wednesday. 

The exposition, which 
will be held today at the 
King Hussein Spoils City, 
aims to acquaint the indus- 
trial and business commu- 
nity with the various eco- 
nomic sectors where 

women are active. 

“It is not an exhibition of 
products but an exposition 
of the different economic 
sectors that Jordanian 

women have entered and 
succeeded in,” said Rasha 
Barghouti. executive direc- 
tor at the BPWC. 

The exposition will 

strengthen the business 
relations among the partici- 
pants by introducing them 
to each other as well as 
upgrading their efficiency 
based on the competitive 
edges of quality. It w ill also 
provide local and outside 
marketing opportunities for 
participants, said Ms. 

Barghouti. 


“A number of regional 
and international organisa- 
tions which provide eco- 
nomic help for women will 
be taking pan in the exposi- 
tion," she added. "It is a 
good opportunity to have a 
comprehensive idea about 
what Jordanian w omen can 
produce." 

Ms. Barghouti stressed 
that the exposition will 
launch the Business Incu- 
bator. a service which will 
help women establish their 
own small and medium- 
size enterprises. 

The BPWC built 1 1 cubi- 
cal offices which have 
access to technical and 
business support service in 
one integrated package. 

'The incubator assists in 
reducing initial costs and 
operating expenses as well 
as providing access to a 
strong service to help over- 
come management short- 
comings,’ 1 she said. 

The club's Small Busi- 
ness Counselling Centre, 
will provide the women 
with systematic training on 
accounting, marketing and 
pricing us well circum- 
stances provide women 
with information concern- 
ing access to funds and 
credit facilities. 


A new ‘global’ British 
Airways unveiled 


CAIRO ( J.T. i — More than 
200 people gathered on the 
river boat, the Nile Maxim. 
Tuesday to witness the 
unveiling of the revolution- 
ary new British Airways. 
The event, billed as the 
"world’s biggest business 
broadcast,” allowed British 
Airways to reveal its new 
identity to guests and 
employees in 63 countries 
across all five continents 

simultaneously. 

The identity unveiled was 
as spectacular as the global 
event. As pan of the identi- 
ty features, paintings of 
Egyptian artist. Chant 
Avedissian who will appear 
on tails of British Airways 
aircraft, four large Faloukas 
sailed from Maadi down the 
Nile to the Nile Maxim, dis- 
playing Chant’s motifs of 
their large sails. At the heart 
of the new corporate identi- 
ty is the creation of more 
than 50 world images 
which will appear on air- 
craft, ground vehicles, sta- 
tionery, signage, timetables, 
ticket wallets — everything 
that bears the British Air- 
ways name. 

Painted tent panels from 
Egypt, a wood can ing from 
the Pacific Northwest, Delft 


from Holland, paper cut an 
from Poland, ceramic from 
Germany and a painting 
based on the elaborate 
beadwork of South Africa 
are among the 15 images 
that will be adapted for use 
in the first phase of the 
three year implementation 
plan. Additional images 
will be added each year 
with Moroccan, Tunisian, 
Saudi and Jordanian images 
scheduled for 199S. 

The global images will be 
married with a brighter and 
lighter corporate of red, 
white and biue. drawn from 
the British union flag, 
reflecting the airline's 
British heritage. 

Calling the new corporate 
identity the "visual 
promise" of the many 
improvements that will 
flow for customers from the 
company’s repositioning. 
Bob Ayling, British Air- 
ways chief executive 
explained that to "stand still 
in this industry is to be 
overtaken. For British Air- 
ways, this is not an option. 
To continue to be world 
leader, we have to do again 
w’hat we did in the last 
decade — put clear blue sky 
between us and our rivals.” 


(j Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE 

*** Jordan Marketplace y 

1 DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8 k Goli 

r] At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
^ 4 Phone55271 1 8 Also in Brazil 4 

fl|P r 




Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour; fijm 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifleh Tel: 823891 


WhAT Car Do You 
Wisk To Drive 
TodAy? 

QuAliiy is part of our 
SpEciAl Services 


T.L (962-6) BS8JT7 4/5 
Fft (962-6) 858876 
?. O. Box: 739 Auma 1118 Jarfa 


I 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes tiom Abdal 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced • Fares at 
500 Fils. For. Airport Staff 
' and out Frequent Customers 


For Further Details coll : 
Ai^>ort Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 


fyutn- ieM *)* /immeut 



* One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
•Equipped Kitchenettes ■ DaDy & 
Lone Stay - Reasonable Rates 


Mh Cirdc 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


CROWING TB- 

’ OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOLl 
’ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
T SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
’ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 




CAL ESTATE 


FOR 
I REM 

I i - < ■ : : J \i' v : 1 1. 1 


An 1 '.'! i m< ni 


For details please oafl 


■mi 


The W ale')' Inipriner 


Mirraak ffiratian for wafer 


ailddsn 
AsM^MdDfiUgaa, 

la thai 


™ apn pnta , ni fraa 

maintenance 


TEL 699369 681273 
FAX 699369 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 



667171 EXT. 223 

_9 R 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Brazilian soccer star Ronaldo (L) kicks towards French soccer legend Michel Platini (R Rear) as a wall of youths 
wear T-shirts that indicate 365 days until the opening of France 98 World Cup Soccer. France currently hosts a 
soccer tournament which confronts England, France, Brazil, and Italy in friendly matches (Renters photo) 

\ 

Inter Milan considers legal 
action over Ronaldo 


MILAN (AFP) — Inter Milan President Massimo Moratti 
warned Barcelona on Tuesday that he could use the civil 
courts to force them to release Brazilian striking ace 
Ronaldo from his contract. 

Inter struck a deal with Ronaldo's agents last week, agree- 
ing to pay a reported S26 million fee stipulated in a buy-out 
clause in his contract with the Catalan club. 

Barcelona, however, have since claimed that the buy-out 
clause was only valid for moves within Spain, and could 
not be extended to other countries. 

This would enable Barcelona to either keep the 20-year- 
old goal-scoring phenomenon — or negotiate an even high- 
er price for him from Inter. 

Moratti, though, said it was unlikely he would be meeting 
with Barcelona President Josep Nunez in the near future. 

“I’m willing to meet and talk with anyone,” he said. “But 
if the aim of the meeting was to ask for more money there 
would be no point. A year ago, Barcelona paid 30 billion 
lira for him — now he costs 45 billion. 

“I’d say that’s something to be happy about.” 


Inter’s lawyers are currently poring over the details of 
Ronaldo’s contract in their bid to prove that the buy-out 
clause is a general one and not confined to Spain. 

After earlier seeming to rule out any civil action against 
Barcelona, Moratti told the Gazetta Delio Sport: “In life, 
you can never say ‘never’. 

“We don’t want things to come to that, it’s not something 
we would want to do voluntarily. To begin, we would exam- 
ine the possibilities with the (Italian Football) Federation, 
then we’d have to see.” 

Moratti is already facing the prospect that he may not land 
Ronaldo after all. 

“We’ve got strikers, and if in the end Ronaldo didn’t 
come we would go into the market for another,” he said. 

But the Italian oil baron added: “Ronaldo mustn't let him- 
self get distracted by all this. He should just stay calm and 
if his wish is to come to inter, then he’ll come.” 


Record participation for Nagano Olympics 


LAUSANNE (AFP) — Guinea-Bissau,- Iran, the 
Virgin Islands and Ghana are among a record 79 
nations entered for next year's winter Olympics in 
Nagano, Japan, the International. Olympic Committee 
announced Tuesday. 

The 79 countries all met the June 7 deadline for 
accreditation, although competitors nominated by 
national Olympic committees will still have to meet 
qualification standards set by the IOC in agreement 


with international winter sports federations. 

The last winter Olympics, in Lillehammer, Norway, 
in 1994, attracted a total of 1,737 competitors from 67 
countries. 

The presence of 12 new federations and the addition 
to the programme of women’s ice hockey, curling and 
snowboarding is expected to bring the number of com- 
petitors to close to 2,500 in Nagano. 


CAR FOR SALE 

(DUTY UNPAID) 

1995 CHEVY LUMINA LS (new model). Fully- 
equipped (loaded with every option). Zero mileage 
- just arrived. 

Dealer price ($22,000), special offer ($15,000). 

’ Call 636689 (After 9:30 a.m.). 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

For more information please calf: 

Tei.: 665711, before 9 a.m. & after 4 p.m. 


Croatia 
hails 
Majoli’s 
‘first tango 
in Paris’ 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatia’s 
press hailed their new 
spor ting hero Iva Majoli on 
Monday after her triumph 
in the French Open on 
Saturday made her the first 
Croatian winner of a grand 
slam singles title. 

“Iva’s victory at Roland 
Garros was the most beau- 
tiful tango in Paris. It was 
the first tango she danced 
at grand slam tournaments 
but it will not be the last, 
the daily VjeSnik said. 

All the dailies splashed 
pictures of an exuberant 
Majoli, clad in a flower- 
patterned dress after upset- 
ting World No.l Martina 
Hingis, holding the heavy 
winner's cup that she so 
surprisingly captured. 

Immediately after her 
victory Croatian television 
showed several minutes of 
film replaying the best 
moments of the match, 
with shots of her jubilant 
mother and friends and 
close-ups of her unbeliev- 
ing smile after Hingis net- 
ted the last ball of the 
match. 

“After Iva Majoli’s tri- 
umph at Roland Garros on 
Saturday nothing will ever 
be the same for Croatian 
tennis. Because that 
Saturday of June 7 Iva 
Majoli and Croatian tennis 
were inscribed in sport his- 
tory books," Vjesnik 
reported from Paris. 

Papers reported that 
President Franjo Tudjman 
had sent congratulations to 
Majoli for her “majestic 
victory" on behalf of all 
the Croatian public and 
personally. 

The only press criticism 
was of senior officials from 
the Croatian Tennis 
Association and the 
Croatian Olympic 

Committee — none of 
whom turned up at the air- 
port to welcome the new 
champion home. 

“The queen of Paris 
deserves a better wel- 
come,” said Slobodna 
Dalmacija. 

Majoli, however, has 
expressed no disappoint- 
ment that upon her arrival 
she was welcomed only by 
members of her family, 
friends and some journal- 
ists. 

“At 19 I feel stronger 
both mentally and physi- 
cally. I feel just great," she 
said. 


Ima Inter. Flowers 


idbdl, 




Urn Uitataak Mxbu M. Sued Tdefar. 811545 4 
Smla: ALLrraHad — Tdefoc 858893 


FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 

2 Story Semi- Villa in Prestigious Abdoun Area 


04 Bedrooms. 02 Car Private Garage. 

04 Bathrooms. o Private Heated Swimming Pool. 

O Private Elevator. 0 Maid Quarters. 

|0 Spacious Living Areas. 02 Fire Places. 

O Storage Area; 
oCa!MT«Iefax^64^ 

JORDAN TIMES FAX : 696183 


E The Hashemite Society for Education 

^ congratulates the 

Amman Baccalaureate School 

Board of Trustees, 

Teaching and Administrative Staff, 
Parents and Students 
on becoming the first School in Jordan to be 

Accredited 

by the European Council of International Schools (ECIS) 
„ and 

'a New England Association of Schools and Colleges ( NEASC ) 


Major Leagues’ best 
Orioles crush White Sox 


CHICAGO (R) — The 
Baltimore Orioles crushed 
the Chicago White Sox 10-2 
on Monday to improve their 
record to 40-17 - the best in 
the Major Leagues. 

Mike Mussina tossed a 
five-hitter for his third win 
over Chicago this season 
and Jeffrey Hammonds 
capped a four-run fifth with 
a two-run homer. 

Mussina (8-1) gave up 
just two runs — both solo 
homers — walked one and 
struck out six to win his 
eighth straight decision. In 
three wins over the White 
Sox this season, he has 
allowed four runs and 15 
hits over 24 innin gs with 
two walks and 19 strike- 
outs. 

“I just focus on what I’m 
supposed to do, I don’t do 
anything different against 
the Sox," Mussina said. 

“He’s (Mussina) been one 
of the better pitchers in die 
league for a long time,” 
Chicago manager Terry 


Bevington said. “It’s not a 
surprise to see him do 
well” 

Hammonds is ll-for-21 
(.523) with two homers and 
five RBI during a seven- 
game hitting streak. 

The Orioles learned prior 
to the game that right field- 
er Eric Davis will undergo 
abdominal surgery Friday 
and will be sidelined for 
eight weeks 

“Hammonds continues to 
come around ... With the 
loss of Eric, we’re really 
going to need him,** 
Baltimore manager Davey 
Johnson said. 

Mike Bordick had three 
hits and three RBI, B.J. 
Surhoff went 4-for-5 with 
three runs and an RBI and 
Brady Anderson added 
three hits for Baltimore, 
which improved the. 
Majors’ best record to 40- 
17. 

Chicago did all its damage 
against Mussina in the sev- 
enth. Albert Belle hit his 


14th home run and Lyle 
Mouton connected for his 
third of the season one out 
later. 

In the night's only other 
American League game, the 
surging Anaheim Angels 
won 12-5 in Kansas City. 

Darin Erstad homered and 
had a career-high four RBI 
and Allen Watson pitched 
five-plus innings to win his 
fourth straight start in the 
rout of the Royals. 

Watson (5-3) allowed just 
one run over the first five 
innin gs until running into 
trouble in the sixth, allow- 
ing the Royals to score three 
runs to rally from a 7-2 
deficit 

Watson was replaced by 
Rich Delucia, who held the 
Royals at Bay before 
Anaheim scored five times 
in the ninth, including 
Ers tad’s sixth home run of 
the year. 

Kansas City starter 
Glendon Rusch (3-4) -was 
tagged for seven runs and 


Jones leads National League pitchers 


CINCINNATI (R) — 

Bobby Jones became the 
National League’s first 11- 
game winner and earned his 
eighth straight victory on 
Monday as the New York 
Mets defeated foe 
Cincinnati Reds 4-2. 

Jones (11-2), who allowed 
two runs and seven hits over 
eight innings, struck out 
four and did not walk a bat- 
ter as he improved to 7-1 on 
the road. 

With his eighth straight 
victory, Jones tied’ a team 
record set by tom Seaver in 
1969 and equalled by David 
Cone in 1988. 

During his streak, Jones 
has gone at least seven 
innings in each start and has 
not given up more than 
three runs. In his last five 
outings, he has pitched 40 
innin gs and has surrendered 
just seven runs. 

Cincinnati starter Kent 
Mercker, who was denied 
his third straight win. 
allowed two runs and five 
hits over seven innings. He 
walked four and struck out 
three as the reds remained 
the only Major-League 
team without a complete 
game. 

In Los Angeles, Todd 
Zeile hit a pair of two-run 
homers and Ramon 
Martinez allowed two 
earned runs over seven 
innings, leading the Los 
Angeles Dodgers to an 8-3 
victory over the Houston 
Astros. 

Zeile had the first- multi- 
homer game by a Dodger 
this season and seventh of 
his career. 

Martinez (6-3) gave up 
nine hits, walked two and 
tied a season high with nine 
strikeouts as he improved to 
1 1-3 lifetime against the 
Astros, defeating them for 
the second time this season. 
Chris Holt (6^5) was 
reached for seven runs and 
six hits in 6-2/3 innings as 
Houston lost for the sixth 
time in its last nine road 
games. 

In Montreal, Henry 
Rodriguez’s three-run triple 
highlighted a four-run first 
inning and Jeff Juden won 
his first game in nearly 
three weeks as the Montreal 
Expos completed a four- 
game sweep with a 6-5 vic- 
tory over the Chicago Cubs. 

Montreal has won all six 
meetings with the cubs at 
Olympic stadium and com- 
pleted its first four-game 
sweep of Chicago since 
September lltb-13th, 1979. 

Juden (6-2) allowed a pair 
of runs and five hits over six 
innings, walking four and 
striking out six. The win 
was his first since may 24. . 


St. Louis Cardinals pitch- 
er Andy Benes allowed just 
one run over eight innings 
to beat his former team in a 
9-1 victory over the Padres 
in San Diego. 

Benes (5-2), who spent 
his first seven seasons with 
the Padres, won his third 
straight decision, giving up 
four hits with two walks and 
seven strikeouts. In his last 
four starts, Benes has limit- 
ed the opposition to four 
runs and 21 hits, walking 10 
and striking out 36 for a 
1.24 era. 

The San Francisco Giants' 
Barry Bonds homered and 
drove in four runs and Keith 
Folke allowed one run over 
6-1/3 innings to pick up his 
first Major-League win as 
the home team won 7-4 
against the Florida Marlins. 

Bonds had an RBI single 
in the first and hit a three- 
run home run into the upper 
deck in right field off 
Florida starter Pat Rapp in 
the fifth. Bonds has three 
homers in his last two 
games to increase his total 


to 11. 

In a rain-delayed game in 
Denver, Vinny Castilla’s 
three-run home run snapped 
a fifth, inning tie and helped 
the Colorado Rockies to an 
8-3 victory over die Atlanta 
Braves. 

Atlanta took a 2-0 lead in 
a second inning that was 
interrupted by rain for two 
hours and 25 minutes. 

Colorado took the lead in 
the fifth. Tom Glavine (6-4) 
walked his counterpart, 
Roger Bailey, and plunked 
Eric Young: Bailey scored 
and Young moved to third 
on a double by Ellis Burks. 
Young scored the tying run 
on Larry Walker's ground- 
out. After Andres Galarraga 
struck out and Dame 
Bichette walked, Castilla 
belted his 16th home run of 
the. season and the 100th of 
his career. 

The Rockies tacked on 
another run in the sixth and 
two more in the seventh to 
seal their sixth win in 10 
games. 
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TRUMP COUP TOMMY AT WORK 
Neither vulnerable. East deals. 
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Opening lead: Queen of 
It looked as if 1995 was going to 

Cmm b T?r r y*" for Tnunp 

Coup Tommy.. Tommy, a kluti in 

wyday si motions, seemed to be 
dummy when normal play would 
^Zf r K Cha j CWlt ? ct and «fedarer on 

te broke 

hadly/rHen he became a star. 
Reopening preempt was a lit- 

*** conservative side wa 

would have chosen a full-blooded 

five .demands. Tommy felt th«£ft2 

Epades was an underbid but, try „ 


he might, he cuuld not find a ra 
son able alternative. West thong! 
that Christmas had come a moot 
early. 

West led the queen of diamonds 
and continued the suit, declarer 
ruffing. Warned by the double that 
UTimps were not going to break. 
Tommy cashed just one top spade, 
then played the ace of hearts, drop- 
ping the jack from East. 

, App lying the Principle of 
- nestneted Choice, declarer ran the 
ten of hearts, cashed the ace and 
Jung or clubs, then repeated the 
heart finesse. A club was discarded 
on the king or hearts, and Tommy 

, " 6n e >gbt of the nine tricks 
played. 

. West and South down 

to nothing but four trumps, dedar- 
er. Who needed just two more tricks, 

ed a card from the table and nifled 
low in hand. West oven-ufod and 

11,6 queen B P»dea. but 
Tommy knew exactly what to da — 
be aHowcd the lady to hold the 
now forced to lead 

d S ew " blueprint of the 

mount*!* 1 00 for d «I«er, tanta- 
mount to committing suicide with 

Tommy at the helm. 
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CINEMA 


^PHILADELPHIA tt l g PHILADELPHIA *2 g 

BALTO 


TEL:634144 CINEMA TEL:634144 CINEMA TEL:699238 .'y' CINEMA ! T£L:677420 


Diane Keaton , Goldie Hawn 
& Bette Midler ... in 

THE FIRST 
WIVES CLUB 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 

DANTE’S PEAK 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 


A 


PLAZA 


Ahmad Zaki.... in 

NASER 56 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15 


THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Show: 10:15 p.m. only 

Ak kk 


k. 


COHCORD 


CONCORD »1» 

Tom Cruise... in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

CONCORD *2* 

Michael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Habil & Hi sham 'a Iheatro 

TEL: 625155 


"Hie actors are 
on annual leave 

The theatre will 
reopen July 2 , 1997 
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Jordanian skydiving 
record set in Aqaba 


By Tareq Ayvoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — While a Jordanian skydiv- 
ing record was set this week, participants 
in the first international skydiving cham- 
pionship failed to break the Parachuting 
Over 40 Society s (P.O.P.S), record dur- 
ing .their week-long competition in 
Aqaba. 

With competitors from 13 countries 
taking part, bad weather and lack of 
facilities hindered the attempt to break 
the world record according to Vice Pres- 
ident of the Royal Jordanian Parachute 
club fRJPC ) Samih Janakat 

Janakat said that more than ISO partic- 
ipants took part in several competitions 
like Hit and Rock, Accuracy. Scramble 
and other parachuting contests. 

He told the Jordan Times that partici- 
pants failed to break the P.O.P.S 96 sky- 
divers record but managed to achieve the 
number through diving in three groups. 

Janakat added that during the contest, 
the first Jordanian group parachuting 
record was recorded with 26 sky divers 
forming a circular jump attempL Partici- 
pants from other countries took part in 
achieving this record, he said. 

janakat said that it was not possible to 
attempt to break the world record 
because of lack of participants, facilities 
and “heavy training." 

He said three Jordanian parachuters 
won the third, sixth and eighth places 
among the first ten winners in the accu- 
racy competition and another Jordanian 
won the tenth place in the Hit and Rock 
contest. 

The championship is the first-of-its- 
kind sporting event in the Arab World, 
and- was organised by RJPC in coopera- 
tion with P.O.P.S bringing together 300 
civilian skydivers 

Participants performed display jumps 


and single free falls, group scramble 
parachuting and group parachuting, 
Janakat aHrfpti 

Skydivers bad to perform individual 
jumps after which they were required to 
hit a target with a diameter of 15 cen- 
timetres, explained Janakat, adding that 
each participant had five jumps. 

Teams consisting of five jumpers per- 
formed scramble parachuting with a dif- 
ferent formation in each jump. 

In another unique competition, 
jumpers who had never jumped together 
before, were required to perform a group 
jump while changing the formation 
every two seconds. 

The R JPC was established in 1 996 for 
performing para gliding, parachuting, 
skydiving, and simulated jumping 
among other air sports. 

Janakat, a former army officer, said 
parachuting sport lacks popularity in Jor- 
dan because this sport was only limited 
to army skydivers and no civilians was 
allowed to take part or participate in this 
sport. 

He said that RJPC will start in August 
enlisting fans of the sport, which needs 
high expenses, long training and facili- 
ties such as planes and equipment. 

He added that people are not able to 
watch this sport without cameras and 
monitors “which will cover and transmit 
what is happening above 12,000-feet 
enabling them to feel the enjoyment of 
this sport.” 

Janakat said that his club seeking spon- 
sorship from local firms and companies 
to encourage and finance the sport in the 
Kingdom. 

He said the club will hold para gliding, 
hang gliding, summer camps free fall 
simulators, ballooning and other sports 
for those who are willing to learn sky- 
diving. 


Lift-off 
for the 
Tim and 
Pete show 


LONDON (AFP) — World 
No. 1 Pete Sampras and 
Britain's Tim Henman suc- 
cessfully launched their 
doubles partnership at 
Queen’s Club here on 
Monday, beating Macedo- 
nia’s Aleksandar Kitinov 
and Portugal’s Nuno Mar- 
ques 6-3, 6-4 in their first 
round clash. 

Sampras, now preparing 
hard for Wimbledon after a 
disappointing French Open 
campaign, suggested the 
link-up with Henman as 
both players need match 
practice following fitness 
problems. 

Sampras suffered a thigh 
strain at last month's World 
Team Cup in Germany and 
then went down with a 
stomach bug at the French 
Open, where he crashed 
out in the third round to 
Sweden's Magnus Nor- 
man. 

Henman, a first round 
loser at Roland Garros, was 
meanwhile playing his first 
competitive match on grass 
since elbow surgery. 

The two have often prac- 
tised together, and decided 
the doubles sessions would 
boost them both as they 
tune up for Wimbledon, 
although they will not enter 
the doubles event there 


Spain’s Sainz wins Acropolis Rally 


] 


ATHENS (AFP) — 
Spain's Carlos Sainz, 
driving a Ford Escort 
WRC. won the Acropolis*!--! 
Rally, the- eighth round iri : 
the World Champ--' 
i, onship, here Tuesday. 

* He surged late to beat 
overnight leader and 
four-time world champi- 
on Juha Kankkunen of 
Finland, in another Ford 
Escort, by 17 seconds. 

Sainz, also a former 
world champion, over- 
turned a 17-second 
deficit to lead the Finn, 
who had won the Acrop- 
olis Rally twice before, 
by seven seconds on the 
penultimate special 
stage. 

The amazing turn- 
around put an end to 
Kankkunen 's hopes of 
recording his first World 
Championship win since 
the 1994 Portuguese 
Rally. 

Rei gnin g world cham- 
pion To mmi Makinen of 
/ Finland finished third in 













Finnish driver Juha Kankkunen drives his Ford Escort WRC during the Zemeno 
special stage on the third and final leg of the 44th Acropolis rally June 10 (Reuters 
photo) 


Jordan not staying with 
Bulls without Ph il Jackson 


SALT LAKE CITY (R) — Michael 
Jordan is optimistic that the core of 
the defending champion Chicago 
Bulls will be kept together next sea- 
son. 

Changes will be made, he acknowl- 
edged before practice for Wednes- 
day’s game 5 of the NBA finals, but 
“I’m not looking negatively at that. 
I’m looking positively. 

“Somehow things are going io work 
out and this team’s going to be back 
together.” 

However, Jordan himself has insist- 
ed he will not be back — S30 million- 
plus contract offer or not — unless 
coach Phil Jackson is rehired. 

Jackson — sometimes at odds with 
club bosses Jerry Krause and Jerry 
Reinsdorf — has not even said what . 


he will do if they make him a serious 
offer. 

In an era of rocketing coaching con- 
tracts, he has received several attrac- 
tive offers although a couple of the 
coaching vacancies have since been 
filled He also might simply want to 
take some time off. 

Also, the perennial Scottie Pippen 
trade rumours are swirling again, and 
Dennis Rodman may have worn out 
his welcome with his bizarre behav- 
iour and poor production in these 
finals. 

But Jordan said: “I’m looking ai it 
from the standpoint that Phil’s going 
to be coaching this learn next year. 
I'm going to be back next year. Scot- 
tie’s going to be back next year. Den- 
nis is going to be back next year, and 


we want to win." 

With the finals tied at two games 
apiece and down to a three-game 
series, some Chicago players may feel 
they have to make biy contributions 
and win a title to keep their jobs. 

“We know they're going to make 
some changes in the off-season so this 
may be the last time this team could 
be together,” Jordan said. 

He specifically mentioned that 43- 
year-old backup centre Robert Parish 
might retire after 21 years in the 
National Basketball Association and 
that lute-season bargain pickup Brian 
Williams, another backup centre, 
probably would not be back. 

"Other guys may not be here lor 
whatever reason." Jordan added. 


Rodman takes a holiday 
from NBA finals 


SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) 
— Dennis Rodman 
relumed from a lightning 
trip to Las Vegas on Mon- 
day, apparently still blam- 
ing the state of Utah for his 
troubles on the basketball 
court 

Rodman, whose multiple 
hair colours and myriad 
tatoos — not to mention his 
penchant for cross-dressing 
and self-promotion — have 
made him the oddman of 
the National Basketball 
Association, said he just 
needed to kick back after 
the defending champion 
Bulls fell 78-73 to the Utah 
Jazz in Game Four of the 
NBA finals on Sunday 
night. 

“I went out and had a 
good time and was relax- 
ing," the flamboyant Bulls 
forward said. “I got rid of 
this bad taste in my 
mouth.” 

Utah fans could be for- 
given for. thinking that 
Rodman himself was 
responsible for the bad 
taste. 

After a dismal perfor- 
mance in Chicago's Game- 
Three defeat in Salt Lake 
City on Friday, Rodman 
tried to whip up his com- 
petitive spirit by insulting 
members of the Mormon 
Church, who make up 70 
percent of the state's popu- 
lation. 

On Sunday the 36-year- 
old NBA rebounding cham- 
pion again contributed lit- 
tle, pulling down just six 


rebounds in 25 minutes. 

He also left the court 
briefly in the first half 
pleading a siomach ail- 
ment, which coincidentally 
flared up just after Rodman 
received a dressing- down 
from Bulls coach Phil Jack- 
son. 

Rodman also incurred his 
first technical foul of the 
finals — his record 17th of 
the 1997 playoffs — when 
he grabbed Utah forward 
Karl Malone’s foot os Mal- 
one tried to jump over the 
prone Rodman. 

At least one of his team- 
mates thought the expedi- 
tion to Vegas was uncalled 
for. 

"We don’t have any con- 
trol over what Dennis does 
off the court,” an exasperat- 
ed Scottie Pippen said. 
“What he does after the 
game is his preference. You 
would think that he would 
want to start to evaluate 
what's going on on the 
court within himself." 

Jackson admitted he did 
not know Rodman was 
planning such an ambitious 
field trip. Las Vegas is 
about 375 miles (600 km) 
away from Salt Lake City. 

“I thought maybe he was 
going to the state line.” 
Jackson said. "He made it 
beyond that.” 

Jackson offered a rather 
wan hope that the trip 
would give Rodman a 
boost Throughout the play- 
offs Rodman is shooting 
38.2 per cem and averaging 



Chicago Bulls forward Dennis Rodman beams a smile 
as he leaves a session with the press at Salt Lake City’s 
Delta Centre. Rodman received a technical fool in last 
night's game against the Utah Jazz. The Bulls have suf- 
fered two straight losses in Salt Lake City, allowing the 
Jazz to tie the best-of-seven NBA Finals series at two 
games each (Reuters photo) 

that his low rebounding 


just S.4 rebounds. 

Rodman claims he isn't 
sure why he hasn’t been 
pulling his weight in the 
finals. He complained 
Monday that he hadn’t been 
given enough playing time 
to guard NBA most valu- 
able player Malone suc- 
cessfully.’ 

“I feel if 1 have some time 
to play against Karl and be 
consistent. I can play him." 
Rodman said. "I can't play 
24 minutes and be effec- 
tive. I've got to play 35 or 
40 minutes and I’m not 
doing that." 

Rodman acknowledged 


numbers and non-existent 
scoring might account for 
his lack of minutes. 

In the meantime. Michael 
Jordan said Rodman should 
forget abour trying to unset- 
tle Malone mentally, a 
favourite Rodman tactic, 
and just do the work on 
court. 

“He's not going to let you 
get into his head," Jordan 
said. “I think Dennis has to 
realise that. If you’re going 
to play Karl Malone, 
you've got to play him 
well, use the phvsicttj skills 
you have and the energy 


a Mitsubishi Lancer, 
despite having suspen- 
sion and steering prob- 
lems, in front of British 
driver Raymond Burns. 

Bums, a teammate of 
Makinen 's, was 

penalised three minutes 


at the final time trial 
stage which allowed 
Makinen, winner of last 
month’s Argentine Rally, 
some vital extra points 
that kept him four points 
ahead of another Briton 
Colin McRae in the over- 
all standings. 


CAR FOR SALE 

{DUTY UNPAID) 

1987 TOYOTA 

CARINA 1600 CC 

MANUAL 

- A UT O LO CK 

RELIABLE 

+ ECONOMICAL 

jd1,800 o.n.o 

CONTACT: 

GREG ELTON 

AUSTRAL 

AN EMBASSY 

TE L. 

673 2 4 8/7 


It's Italian 


Elegant and Strang 

The portable Split Airconditioner 



Cools wherever you choose 

No need for holes in walls . 

No need for special drainage system. 

No need for special elctrichy ... One phase-6 Amps 
Can be moved and operated from one room to another 
very easily and in just few seconds . 

For permanent or semi permanent installation, it needs 
a 2.5 x 5 cm hole only which can be coverd by a special 
and elegant lid. 

Available in different cooling powers. 

Size is available to fit with any interior decoration 
(57 cm wide , 84 cm high and 36 cm deep ) 
special advantages: automatic timer - fan speed selector 
- Air Distribution 



General Agent : 



Ai Mada International Trading Co. 

Amin Baidas & partners 

AI Sam ah Bldg - Madina St 

tel . 5516951/5511018 Fax . 5513371 


SAMAGEL 

PORTABLE AIR CONDITIONERS 

The Latest In The World 



JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY COMPANY LTD. 
TENDERS INVITATION FOR 
PREQUALIF1CATION AND BIDDING 


■ TENDER NO. 6/97: UPGRADING OF AMMAN LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT. 


2. .TENDER NO, 7/97: UPGRADING OF SALADIN LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT 


3. TENDER NO. 8/97 2ARQA LPG FILLING STATION NO. 3 PROJECT. 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces a/m tenders invitation tor the supply, 
erection and commissioning of following projects: 

1. UPGRADING OF AMMAN LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT AT ABU 
ALAND A SITE: 

The project includes three mounded LPG storage vessels of 8,250 cubic metres total 
water capacity and two carousels for filling 12.5 kgs LPG cylinders with a capacity of not 
less than 1,200 cylinders/hour each, LPG pumps, compressors. LPG semi-trailers 
unloading/loading facilities, trucks unloading and loading telescopic conveyors, 
extension of existing firefighting and cooling system, piping system, all civil works and 
electrical works related to the installations. 

2. UPGRADING OF SALADIN LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT AT JRBID 
SITE: 

The project includes two carousels for filling 12.5 kgs LPG cylinders with a capacity ot 
not less than 1,200 cylinders/hour each, LPG pumps, compressors, additional LPG 
semi-trailers unloading facilities, trucks unloading and loading telescopic conveyors, 
extension of existing firefighting and cooling system, piping system, all civil works and 
electrical works related to the installations. 

3. LPG FILLING STATION NO. 3 PROJECT AT ZARQA REFINERY SITE: 
The project includes two carousels for filling 12.5 kgs LPG cylinders with a capacity ol 
not less than 1,200 cylinders/hour each, LPG pumps, air compressors, trucks unloading 
and loading telescopic conveyors, extension of existing firefighting and cooling system, 
piping system, all civil works and electrical works related to the installations. 

The above mentioned works of every project are required on basis of "lump sum fixed 
price turnkey job." 

Contractors who possess experience in the same field, and are qualified financially and 
technically, and who wish to participate in the above tenders for one or more of above 
mentioned projects, are invited to submit their prequaiification documents, not later than 
12:00 hrs of 13/7/1997 at the company's Head Office, noting that contractors who wish 
to participate in all of above projects must be at least qualified tor "Upgrading of Amman 
LPG Filling Station Project, while contractors who wish to participate in any one or both of 
the other two projects must be qualified for any of them. 

Prequalification documents should include the following: 

1 .Financial capability of the contractor (financial references to be provided). 

2, Technical capability of the contractor, including details of experience and background 
of personnel, specifications of available equipment... etc. 

3. Detailed documents showing similar projects executed by the contractor, full names 
and addresses ol firms for whom such services were rendered, and details of projects 
including contract cost and completion periods. 

Resuhs of prequalification shall be announced and advised to participants as soon as 
they become available. 

Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from the eompan/s Head Office at the 
First Circle. Jabal Amman, against non-refundable JD(200) per set for each project not 
later than 1 2:00 hrs of 22/7/97. 

Offers must be submitted at the company's Head Office not later than 
12:00 hrs of 16/9/97. 

Chairman 

Board of Directors 
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9TH CONSECUTIVE DAY CALLING FOR JUSTICE: A Palestinian land 
owner and an Israeli officer confront each other, on Tuesday, after the 
Palestinian tried to cross onto land confiscated by the Israeli army to build a 
road for the Moraj settlement in Rafah City, Gaza Strip. The protestors are 
demonstrating for the return of their land for the ninth day running (Photo 
by AFP) 


Turkish army, government 
divided on Kurd rebel fight 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
government officials hit back 
Monday at army accusations 
that they were not doing 
enough — financially or 
diplomatically — to back the 
military fight against armed 
Kurdish separatists. 

The public row on two 
fronts pointed to a deepening 
rift between the ascendant 
military and civilian authori- 
ties. 

The foreign ministry reject- 
ed army charges that it had 
been slow to rebuke Turkey’s 
neighbours for allegedly 
sponsoring Kurdish guerrillas. 
And the finance minister tried 
to brush aside armed forces 
complaints about underfund- 
ing for the anti-rebel fight 

“Turkey has been very vigi- 
lant in warning those coun- 
tries as well as in preventative 
measures," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Omcr Akbel told a 
news conference. 

The army last week 
slammed the ministry for its 
failure to stop Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) fighters getting 
hold’ of Russian-made SA-7 
anti-aircraft missiles abroad. 

It was a rare display of dis- 
unity against the guerrillas 
and the army's first open 
attack on Turkey's diplomats, 
previously untouched by mud 
slinging between the secular- 
ist generals and Prime 
Minister Nccmeuin Erbakan's 
Islamist- led government. 


Spokesman Mr. Akbel said 
Turkey was in constant touch 
with foreign governments and 
international bodies to stop 
support for the PKK, fighting 
for Kurdish self-rule in south- 
east Turkey. 

A leading general said 
Friday the rebels had knocked 
out two Turkish helicopters 
with SA-7 missiles in a cross- 
border mission in northern 
Iraq since mid-May. Thirteen 
soldiers, including two senior 
officers, were killed. 

He said the top brass had 
warned diplomats five times 
since 1992 that the rebels 
were trying to get the missiles 
from Iran. Syria. Armenia. 
Greece and Cyprus. 

The foreign ministry is 
headed by conservative Tansu 
Ciller who has attracted secu- 
larist wrath for forming a 
coalition last year with 
Erbakan's Islamists. Army 
pressure has forced the gov- 
ernment to urge early polls to 
prevent its collapse. 

Finance Minister Abdullatif 
Sener, a member of the Islam- 
based Welfare Party, denied 
any problem over paying for 
the month-long campaign in 
northern Iraq, where the 
rebels have mountain bases in 
Iraqi Kurdish territory. 

“There is no such thing as a 
funding crisis," Mr. Sener told 
reporters in Istanbul. The 
army accused the government 
last week of holding back 


funds for the northern Iraq 
push. 

Mr. Sener said there had 
been a misunderstanding over 
when to pay unforeseen mili- 
tary expenditures over and 
above the 450-trillion lira 
($3.2 billion) budgeted for 
them this year. 

He said he had written to the 
generals Monday to tell them 
his ministry could dip into its 
emergency funds or push a 
supplementary budget 
through parliament if the 
armed forces found them- 
selves short later in the year. 

More than 34.000 people 
have died in almost 13 years 
of fighting between 0 the PKK 
and Turkish forces. Analysts 
say the rebels' acquisition of 
anti-aircraft rockets could 
seriously hinder government 
forces. 

Tm sure it would be bad 
news (for T\irkey). A lot of 
what they do is done in the air 
in support of what’s happen- 
ing on the ground or what's 
going to happen on the 
ground," a Western diplomat 
said. 

Turkey relies heavily on 
U.S.-made Cobra and 
Sikorsky helicopters and 
Franco-German cougar chop- 
pers in its anti-insurgency. 
The army says the rebels now 
have up to 60 SA-7 systems 
that can take out helicopters. 


King assassin refused 
liver transplant tests 


NASHVILLE (R) — A judge 
has turned down a request by 
James Eari Ray. convicted 
assassin of civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Junior, for 
tests that could lead to a life- 
saving liver transplant. 

Mr. Ray's lawyer said the 
ruling was tantamount to a 
death sentence for die 69-year- 
old convict, who is dying of 
liver disease and seeking a 
trial to prove he was not the 
killer. 

The lawyer, William Pepper, 
also suggested Monday's deci- 
sion was pan of a continuing 
cover-up of a conspiracy in the 
1 968 assassination. He said he 
would seek a reversal within 
10 days in the Tennessee 
Court of Civil Appeals. 

Mr. Ray has been near death 
several times in recent months 
with terminal liver disease. 
Slate officials have said the 
state does not finance extraor- 
dinary medical procedures, 
such as organ transplants, for 
prisoners. 

Chancery Court Judge Irwin 
Kilcrease ruled the state’s 


Corrections Department did 
not haw authority under 
Tennessee law to allow Mr. 
Ray to travel to another stale 
for a medical evaluation. 

Mr. Pepper said the 
University of Pittsburgh 
Hospital's transplant centre 
was prepared to accept Mr. 
Ray for an evaluation to deter- 
mine if his age and condition 
would warrant such surgery, 
should an organ become avail- 
able. He said the evaluation 
and surgery, if they happened, 
would be financed by private 
funds which he planned to 
raise. 

One of King’s sots. Dexter, 
had urged the court in a letter 
to allow Mr. Ray to have the 
evaluation. The King family 
has also backed a trial for Mr. 
Ray, to dispel conspiracy theo- 
ries that have dogged the 
tragedy ever since gunshots 
felled King on the balcony of 
a Memphis motel 29 years 
ago. 

“Why are they afraid to let 
this man live? What is it they 
fear? Why do they have to 


react in lock step this way 
when there's nothing the state 
of Tennessee can lose?' Mr. 
Pepper asked in coin. 

Without a transplant. Mr. 
Pepper said, Mr. Ray will con- 
tinue to suffer a “lingering 
death.” He quoted Mr. Ray’s 
doctor as saying Mr. Ray 
could not survive much longer 
without a transplant 

Mr. Ray confessed to killing 
King but later denied it and 
was serving a 99-year sen- 
tence. 

Tests, were conducted last 
month on the rifle Mr. Ray 
allegedly used, in his bid to 
win a trial to prove that some- 
one else was the assassin. The 
test results were due to be 
released in a Memphis court 
on June 18 but both Mr. 
Pepper and Mr. Ray’s brother 
Jerry told reporters that had 
been delayed. 

Mr. Ray’s lawyers contend 
that the rifle found was not the 
real weapon and that someone 
else killed King — perhaps a 
shadowy figure Mr. Ray has 
identified as “Raoul.” 


U.S. 

reportedly 
unhappy 
over Israeli 
import of 
Iranian 
pistachios 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
United States has com- 
plained to Israel over its 
choice to import Iranian 
rather that American pista- 
chio nuts, Israeli public 
radio reported Tuesday. 

Israel is the world's top 
consumer of pistachios and 
the United States is appar- 
ently frustrated . in its 
attempt to break into the 
market with California- 
grown nuts, the radio 
reported, citing Israeli 
sources. 

Ignoring its normally 
strong support for the U.S. 
policy of isolating Tehran's 
Islamist regime politically 
and economically, Israel 
purchases Iranian pista- 
chios via Europe. 

The green nuts have an 
infamous role in the history 
of Israel-U.S.rlranian rela- 
tions. 

In the 1980's “Iran-con- 
tra" scandal, aircraft carry- 
ing secret U.S. arms ship- 
ments to Iran transited via 
Israel, and rather than fly 
out of Iran empty, the 
planes were loaded with 
pistachios for the Israeli 
market. 

Funds from the arms 
sales and pistachio trading 
permitted the government 
of President Ronald 
Reagan to covertly finance 
the Contra guerrilla war 
against the left-wing gov- 
ernment in Nicaragua in 
violation of a congression- 
al ban on such aid. 

Israeli involvement is the 
affair was motivated by a 
desire to prolong the war 
between Iran and Iraq, both 
declared enemies of the 
Jewish state. 


Israel court to rule on 
Netanyahu on Sunday 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
high court will rule on 
Sunday on requests by 
opposition legislators that 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu be indicted for 
fraud and breach of trust, a 
court spokesman said on 
Tuesday. 

The court heard argu- 
ments in a 13-hour session 
last month and said at the 
time it would issue its rul- 
ings at a later dale in con- 
nection with a corruption 
scandal that threatened to 
bring down Mr. 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
govemmenL 

“The court will issue its 
rulings on seven petitions 
dealing with two questions: 
should the prime minister 
and . justice minis ter be 
indicted a nd should it inter- 
vene in (Mr. Netanyahu’s) 
decision not to suspend the 


justice minister,” said 
spokesman Moshe Gorali- 

Police had recommended 
that both Mr. Netanyahu 
and Justice Minister Tzacbi 
Hanegbi be charged with 
fraud and breach of trust in 
the short-lived appointment 
of lawyer Roni Bar-On as 
attorney-general in January: 

But state prosecutors said 
there was sufficient evi- 
dence to indict only one fig- 
ure in the affair, key coali- 
tion legislator Ary eh Deri of 
the religious Shas party, 
prompting charges of 
racism by Shas' mainly 
blue-collar Sephardi con- 
stituency. 

Israel’s channel one tele- 
vision had alleged Mr. Bar- 
On’s appointment was part 
of a deal to win a plea bar- 
gain for Mr. Deri in his 
three-year corruption trial. 
Mr. Deri has denied it 


Mr. Bar-On. who quit 12 
hours after taking office 
amid a public outcry that he 
was unqualified for the job, 
was cleared by prosecutors. 

At last month’s hearing, 
the five-judge panel threw 
out several related petitions 
including a request to order 
a state investigation into the 
allegations and one to make 
public a 995-page police 
report on the affair. 

“The bottom line is I did- 
n't commit any crime and 
the anomey-general con- 
finned that,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said after prose- 
cutors decided he should 
not stand uial. 

He apologised for any 
mistakes in the Bar-On 
appointment, but accused 
the media and opposition of 
trying to use the affair “to 
overthrow the government. 


Three ministers to be questioned 
on links to Russian crime figure 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
police plan to question 
three ministers and five 
members of , parliament 
about their suspected links 
to an alleged boss of the 
Russian underworld, police 
said Tuesday. 

Police officials told Israel 
Radio that some of the offi- 
cials. belonging to Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netan- 
yahu’s Likud Bloc, the 
allied Israel B'aliya Party 
of recent immigrants and 
the opposition Labour 
Party, would be questioned 
under caution, meaning 
they are criminal suspects. 
The politicians under inves- 
tigation were not identified. 

The probe centres on their 
links to reputed Russian 
crime Boss Zvi Ben Ari, 47, 
who has been held by 
Israeli police since May 12 
on suspicion of defrauding 
Russian banks of $85 mil- 
lion and involvement in the 


murder or attempted mur- 
der of Russian bankers and 
anti-crime campaigners. 

Ben Ari. also known as 
Grigori Lerner, is also sus- 
pected of immi g rating . to 
Israel under a false identity 
and of crying to fraudulent- 
ly set up a bank in the coun- 
try. 

He has refused to cooper- 
ate with Israeli investiga- 
tors or to meet with a 
Russian prosecutor sent to 
the country to question him. 

Israeli Television reported 
Monday night that police 
suspect Ben Ari of trying to 
“take over” or gain influ- 
ence in the Likud, Labour 
or Israel B’aliya parties via 
contributions to the move- 
ments or related groups. 

Police said Tuesday that 
their investigation could 
eventually involve interro- 
gation of a dozen leading 
public figures. 

The investigation 


widened following the 
arrest late last week of a 
Likud militant, Zeev 
Uhrbach, on suspicion he 
received thousands of dol- 
lars from Ben Ari to help 
him get a foothold in the 
party. 

Recent Israeli press 
reports said Ben Ari also 
gave some $100,000 to two 
associations of recent 
immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union run by Israel 
B’aliya leader Natan 
Sharansky, who is currently 
industry and trade minister. 

Israel has taken in more 
than 700,000 emigrants 
from the former Soviet 
Union since 1989 and 
organised crime figures 
have profited from the 
influx to build a wide-rang- 
ing network active in pros- 
titution, money laundering, 
drug trafficking and illegal 
gambling, police say. 


Swiss hire 2 U.S. public relations 
firms in damage control exercise 


• BERN (AFP) — 
Switzerland has hired two 
public relations firms in the 
United States for a com- 
bined $50,000 a month in 
an attempt to restore its 
image, blackened by rows 
over Nazi gold and Jewish 
assets, foreign minister 
Flavio Cotti said Tuesday. 

He told parliament he had 
been reticent about signing 
a contract with the two 
companies, but the Swiss 
government recognised it 
had to adopt U.S. methods 
to repair its reputation in 
America. New York-based 
Ruder Finn will handle 
media relations. and 
Washington’s Barbour, 


Griffith and Rogers would 
work mainly with Congress, 
government spokeswoman 
Mari e-Marce line Kurmann 
said. 

Trial contracts were inked 
in mid-April. Ruder Finn is 
being paid $30,000 a month 
until the end of the year and 
the lobbying firm 20.000 a 
month for a year starting 
mid-May. 

Switzerland has been vili- 
fied by the American media 
and Congress for profiteer- 
ing from its financial deal- 
ings with Nazi Germany. 

A U.S. report issued last 
month said Bern acted as a 
banker for the Nazis and 
that the Swiss National 


Bank had bought gold 
stolen from concentration 
camp victims. 

Swiss banks have been 
heavily criticised for failing 
to pay back assets belong- 
ing to Jews freeing Hitler's 
persecution. The public 
relations companies will 
explain the measures that 
Switzerland has already 
taken to get back into the 
world's good graces, such 
as creation of a fund to aid 
holocaust victims. 

They will also explain that 
Switzerland was surround- 
ed by axis powers and was 
threatened with invasion, 
said Mr. Krumann. 


U.S. asks public input on 
Army of God bomb letters 


ATLANTA (R) — Federal 
agents Monday said it was 
all but certain the same indi- 
vidual or group was behind 
the bombings of an abortion 
clinic and a gay night-club 
in Atlanta this year. 

Officials also told a news 
conference called to ask the 
public’s help in their inves- 
tigation that chances of a 
link to July's deadly 
Centennial Olympic Park 
bombing were growing. 

“It would be fair to say we 
are all but positive that the 
last two are- linked, and we 
have increasing confidence 
that the Centennial Park 
bombing is part of this, 
too,” said John Killorin, 
Sperial-Agent-in-Charge of 
the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) Atlanta Field 
Division. 

Less than a week ago, 
sources close to the investi- 
gation .said forensic tests 
showed identical compo- 
nents were used to build the 
abortion clinic and night- 
club bombs. Tests also 


showed metal used as 
shrapnel in all three attacks 
came from the same 
foundry. 

The ATF, FBI and Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
Monday released excerpts 
of an anonymous letter 
claiming to be from a vio- 
lent anti-abortion group 
called the Army of God and 
saying it was responsible 
for the clinic and night-club 
bombings. 

Copies were mailed to 
Reuters, ABC-affiliate 
WSB-TV. the NBC Atlanta 
News Bureau and the 
Atlanta Journal- 

Constitution within hours of 
the night-club blast on Feb. 
21 . 

FBI Inspector Jack 
Daulton specifically called 
attention to the phrases: 
‘The ungodly Communist 
regime in New York,” “leg- 
islative bureaucratic lack- 
eys in Washington” and 
“death to the new world 
order.” He also noted the 
author’s reference to homo- 
sexuals as “sodomites.” 


Authorities hope mem- 
bers of the public will 
recognise the wording or 
handwriting, just as the 
Unabomber’s published 
manuscript led to the arrest 
of suspect Theodore 
Kaczynski in 1996. 
Officials said they were 
“reasonably certain” the 
author of the letter was 
involved in the Jan. 16 
abortion clinic bombing and 
the attack on the Otherside 
Lounge a month later. 

No one was killed in 
either bombing but the 
attacks injured at least a 
dozen people. The Olympic 
bomb exploded in a crowd- 
ed outdoor concert at the 
height of the Atlanta 
Games, leaving two people 
dead and more than 100 
injured. 

“We are confident that 
someone in the public has 
information that will lead to 
the identification of the per- 
son or persons responsible 
for these brutal crimes,” 
Inspector Daulton said. 


More 
than 700 
killed in 
Sudan 
fighting 

KHARTOUM (AP) — A 
pro-government militia 
claims to have thwarted a 
rebel offensive on a south- 
western state after prolonged 
battles that left more than 
700 fighters dead. 

Government soldiers and 
allied forces killed 61 1 rebels 
of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) of 
John Garang when they Hied 
to capture territory in Bahr 
A1 Ghazal state, militia 
Commander Kerbino 
Kuaynin Bol said Sunday. 
He said 132 regular soldiers 
and members of his group 
and another allied faction 
were killed in the fighting 
that erupted late last month. 
No other details of the fight- 
ing were available. 

Mr. Bol said the allied 
forces are now in ftil] control 
of Bahr A1 Ghazal. 

There was no word from 
Colonel Garang’s SPLA on 
Mr. Boi's claims, which 
could not be independently 
verified, but there have been 
several reports in recent 
weeks of heavy fighting in 
the area. 

Ml BoL. a former rebel 
leader; signed a peace treaty 
with the government along 
with three other rebel groups 

m ApriL The pact is aimed at 
ending Sudan's 14-year civil 
wa; which killed some 13 
mdlion people in the fighting 
or related famines. 

Col. Garang, whose SPLA 
is the main rebel group in the 
south, did not sign the treaty 
and continues to fight for 
more autonomy for the most- 
J* and Christian 

Islamic and 
^abised north of the coun- 


Jagger's wife 
expecting a baby at 
age 41-U.K. papers 

LONDON (R) — Ra* 
superstar Mick J agger’s 
wife Jerry Hall is expecting 
a baby just a few months 
after the couple were recon- 
ciled, British newspapers 
said The Daily Mirror quot- 
ed doctors as saying Hall, 
who will be 41 next month, 
was nearly three months 
pregnant. Jagger’s 

spokesman said he “had no 
information” about the 
reports. Jagger and Hall, 
who already have ihree chil- 
dren aged between four and 
13, separated late last year 
and Hall threatened to 
divorce the 53-year-old 
Rolling Stones singer 
because of his highly publi- 
cised infidelities. Jagger 
returned to the family home 
last October, pledging to be 
faithful to his Texas-born 
wife. Hall said at die time 
that she longed for another 
baby. ‘Being a mum is the 
greatest thing I have ever 
done,” she said in an inter- 
view. The couple met in 
1977 when Jagger was mar- 
ried to Bianca and Hall was 
involved with rock star 
Bryan Ferry. They married 
in Bali in 1990. 

Italian women have 
sex younger, and 
with fewer results 

ROME (AFP) — Italian 
women are having sex 
younger now than 20 years 
ago, but are producing 
fewer children, according to 
an official national fertility 
study published Monday. 
On average. Italian women 
lose their virginity at 19 1/2, 
compared to 21 1/2 in the 
1970s. and give birth to 1.3 
chijdren. compared to two a 
generation ago. The survey 
of 6,000 women aged 
between 20 and 49 years 
found that, today, contra- 
ception is used for six years 
before marriage, while the 
fifty-something post-war 
generation mainly used con- 
traception for the two years 
after tying the knot It also 
revealed that regardless 
whether the women were 
bom just after the war or in 
the 1970s. they still want, on 
average, two children. The 
reality is that for the post- 
war generation, that is 
exactly what they got. But 
for today’s generation, that 
number has slipped to 1.3. 
Just one in ten 20-year-old 
Italian women today has a 
child. 

P akistan 
bolds Nigerian 
with heroin 
in tennis balls 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistani 
customs authorities arrested 
a Nigerian man at Karachi 
airport for carrying 6.25 kg 
of heroin concealed in ten- 
nis balls, a customs state- 
ment said. It said the 
Nigerian, named Innocent 
Nwaosu, was arrested 
before he could board a 
Pakistan Inter-national 
Airlines flight for Nairobi. 
“His baggage consisting of a 
consignment of sports 
goods was subjected to thor- 
ough examination, which 
yielded the recovery of 625 
kg of heroin powder con- 
cealed in 145 tennis balls,” 
the statement said ^ 

Sierra Leone 
thieves steal 
investiture regalia 

FREETOWN (R) — 

Gunmen have broken into 
the offices of Sierra Leone's 
chief justice and stolen the 
regalia used for swearing in 
new heads of state. The 
regalia could be wancaed 
soon if Major Johnny Paul 
Koroma, who seized power 
in a coup last month, is to 
take an oath of office as 
president. But it was not 
c { | ear on Monday whether 
the thieves were opponents 
fuming to prevent Koroma’s 
investiture or supporters*^ 
hoping to hold a ceremony* 
without Chief Justice 
Samuel Beccles Davies. 



